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Negotiations of Literature and the Japanese Literature
of the Korean Foreign Student

<Sirakaba>, <Hakutigyung> and Hyesuk-Na

Myung Hyae-yung

In the early days of 1910, ‘Sirakaba’, the group of literature was
interested in Japanese literary trends because the Sirakaba grew out
of naturalism and stood for humanitarianism and idealism. Their theory
was spread by ‘Sirakaba  the journal of literature in Japan. After
that, the students from Korea studying abroad in Japan published the
Korean journal ‘Hakjigwang inspired by Sirakaba, because they had
huge agreement with the movement of Sirakaba where they spoke
about the bad colonial situation of Korea. In this group, Seung gu Choi,
who was the lover of Hyesuk Na and a poet of Korea, was in charge
as chairman of editing and printing. After that, he published an essay
‘revolutionize yourself inspired by the theories of ‘individuality, ‘the
self and so on from Musanokoji Saneatz. On the other hand, Hyesuk
Na who joined the group of students studying abroad with Kyungsuk
Na, her older brother, fell in spiritual love with Seunggu Choi. In 1914,
Hyesuk Na was fixing her aim in life as the first and best feminist of
Korea by publishing ‘the ideal lady’ in the Korean journal Hakjigwang
inspired by ‘Cheongtop’ the best journal for the Japanese female.
However, Seunggu Choi asked Hyesuk Na to join in the regeneration
of colonized Korea by publishing an essay ‘the requirement of
sentimental life’. In 1917, after Seunggu Choi died of phthisis, Hyesuk
Na suggested to turn him into a nationalist by publishing an essay
‘miscellaneous impressions which was composed in two parts. After
that, she determined the resuscitation of Korea by publishing a brief
tale ‘to granddaughter who comes to life again’ and she participated
in the campaign for the independence of Korea.
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