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How the Japanese War Criminals Recognized Their Sin for the War Crimes
— The Miracle of Fushun—
Michiko TSUBOTA

Abstract

It happened at Fushun, China. After 5 year-sentence to POW Camp at Siberia, northern part of
the former Soviet Union, around 1000 Japanese soldiers were sent to Fushun, China as war criminals
in 1950. At that time they all stubbornly refused to admit they committed war crimes and pleaded not
guilty because they were under the control of the upper command and the rule of the Emperor system
of Japan.

However, during their stay at Fushun, they themselves made major changes personally. They
recognized their war crimes and confessed their sins to Chinese war sufferers. They sincerely apolo-
gized to the Chinese for their aggression and all war crimes that they committed. They analyzed their
war acts and why they became invaders and committed crimes. They began to live the rest of their
lives with a burden of responsibility for their sins, working for peace, anti-war, making better relation-
ships between China and Japan.

Using the data from the former Japanese war criminals' stories, | have discussed why they
changed thoroughly at Fushun, and analyzed it using the key conception of "judgment” that Hanna
Arendt discussed as the key concept in her book of EICHMANN IN JERUSALEM.
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