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On the Original Image of Faith in the Jomon Period

Hiroshi Yonezawa

This article examines the original image of faith in the Jomon period (the New Stone Age in
Japan). The discoveries of Sannai—Maruyama archeological remains in the southern part of
Aomori City since 1992 have drastically changed the previous image of Jomon people as a
group of primitives driven to look for daily foods.

The discovery of several pillars made of big chestnut trees with a diameter of nearly one
meter, have led to conjecture of a structure over twenty meters high and the existence of
large Jomon village between 5500 and 4000 years ago.

This article also discusses remains in the Hokuriku Area, which were accompanied by dis-
covries of big trees, and the Stone Circle around Towada Lake. It also mentions the Kame-
gaoka culture in the latest period of Jomon, from which uniquély expressive earthen figures
with a kind of snow goggles (somewhat like Inuits) called “Shakoki Dogu”, as well as elabo-
rately lacquered earthwares and woodenwares with “japan”, were excavated. In essence,
our image of the spiritual life of Jomon culture, especially as related to festivals, is the
main concern of the author. ‘
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