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The Current Situation of Marine Leisure
in the Mediterranean and

A Comparison with Japanese One.

Eizo Tanabe

The writer stayed for 40 days on summer on a yacht moored at Club Nautico E1 Arenal on Mal-
lorca Island.

In summer, Mallorca becomes a center of recreation in the Meditteranean.  Villas owned by
the European Royal families, aristocracy, millionaires, and celebrities are scattered all over the
island. However, the general public has a popular spot in Arenal City, where tour groups from
various European countries create a lively mixture.

Throughdut his stay on the yacht, he observed that all the boats at the Club Nautico were
moored in the water.  Of course, this is the natural habitat for yachts, but it is in sharp con-
trast to the conditions found at a prominent yacht club in Japan — the Seabornia Yacht Club.
Here around 80% of the members’ boats are kept on land.  This is but one example showing that
Japan is overcrowded not only on the land but also on the water. It can be said that one of the
biggest factors preventing the Japanese from enjoying marine leisure is the lack of marina and
facilities.

Another thing which impressed the writer was the Meditteranean climate during summer. It
is usually stable and easy to predict; a 5-10 knot wind is blowing in the daytime but stops blow-
ing at seven o’clock every evening. Moreover, the difference between ebb tide and high tide is
only 30 ¢m, and there are no typhoons nor hurricanes. - All the conditions seem to be just per-
fect for sailing.

It is also interesting to note that there are almost no racing boats stationed at the Club Nautico
and that almost all of the boats moored are leisure boats.  This is just the opposite in the case of
Japan. The Japanese seem to enjoy competition rather than relaxation on board with nothing
particlular to do.  This tendency can be observed when they play golf. - For Japanese who in-
vest enormous money on boats, it is nonsensical not to utilize them effectivaly. - Therefore,
Japanese boats are very busy going in and out of harbors, especially in summer. On the con-

trary, only 10% of the boats at the Club Nautico go out of the habor to cruise; in other words,



90% of them are moored a whole day or during a whole summer and the members are just en-
joying their life on the moored boats.

The writer has reached the conclusion that not only are sea weather and conditions unfavorable
for marine leisure in Japan but, more critical, is the fact that the Japanese prefer a competitive,

active, and tense life and find it difficult to relax and enjoy peace and quiet.
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