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Face and Communication V.
Beauty of Face

Toshio Utena

More pretty persons are preferred. It is apt to be thought that more beautiful women
are more. likely than less beautiful women to do good. People who are objects of our
first impressions are not known to us. We have limited information about them.
Whenever we meet new people, beauty of face is a key factor in our liking of other peo-
ple.. But beautiful women will be not necessarily be happy. In enduring relationships it
seems to follow that we do not rank beauty of face as very important in our ranking of
other people. We lower our sights somewhat so that there is a balancing with beauty of
personality. Regardless of whether beauty of face was once the basis for love relation-
ships, familiarity in married life produces greater liking than love at first sight. Though
people’s attitudes foward beauty of face are more or less associated with erotic desire
pertaining to a sense of beauty, mere erotic desire as such does not clarify one’s sense of
beauty. It might aesthetically be said that beauty of face is created in the image of sym-
metry in nature. But human beauty transcends rational comprehension and is wrapped up
in mysterious atmosphere. A Beautiful face, what first figures as a superficial trait, is

imbued with substantial meaning.
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