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Educational Study of Teen Courts

Kazuyuki OTA

Teen Courts are peer-run courts that are authorized to pass sentence on first-time juvenile offenders for

certain non-violent misdemeanors. Few juveniles commit a second offense. The teen court system is

believed to have some elements that encourage teens to go straight: 1. Teen court focuses on first

misdemeanors since failure to intervene may lead to teens becoming felons. 2. Teens can choose the

justice system they want to be subjected to. Choice is crucial to teens accepting responsibility and

accountability. Potential choice is needed for independence to develop. 3. As a restorative justice system,

teen court helps teens to reflect on their behavior. 4. Many volunteers participate in and support the teen

court system, and some training programs are available.
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