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A Character in the Story and a Chorus outside of the Story

Jinichi Isoyama

Takarai Senryo in the mid 19" century toward the end of Edo Period
created a popular storyteller (Koshakushi) of Zempo-Suikoden who
as a single narrator tells the well known story of Sasagawa Shigezo
and lioka Sukegoro, focusing on their fight on the Ootone River. On
the other hand, our contemporary dramatist Inoue Hisashi created
a storyteller in his Shakespeare in the 12" Year of Tempo, who also
maintains his position detached from the story as a commentator,
in a manner like Senryo's narrator as well as like the Chorus in
Shakespeare's history play Henry V. This storyteller of Inoue’s at the
same time has a role in the story itself as a character of ‘a peasant
leader’. The present paper aims to specify the characteristics of the
Inoue’s storyteller from various perspectives, and finally points out that

we can detect a very peculiar quality of this ‘storyteller-character’.
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