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On Self-Protection of Commuters in a Metropolitan Area

—Case Study of Commuters from Takesato Danchi in Saitama Pref—

Shun Kaneko

This report is intended to investigate the ways and extent of each commuter’s self-protection for

the possible severe earthquake in a metropolitan area.

In 1976, 1 sent inquiry cards to 1,000 families living at Takesato Danchi in Saitama Pref.,

located 30 km far from the center of the city.

Out of these answer cards, I picked up 450 commuters who had their offices in the center of

the city (within 23 districts of Tokyo.) and used any kind of transportation to get to thir offices.

As the results of this investigation I found out the facts as follows ;

1) 60% of the commuters had some kind of personal preparations in the office for the possible

earthquake.

2) 80% of the offices provided with lunch facilities had preparation for the defense.

3) Most of the commuters had transister radios,

that would be quite useful to find out of the right

situation during the possible disaster, and yet, only 10% of them prepared emergency food or water

bottle.

'4) 60% of them know the specified place for the refuge appointed by the company.

5) Among women commuters less than 50% knew how to get back to their Takesato co-op city without

using their regular transportation.
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