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On the right of teachers to discipline and punish

Kazuyuki OTA

Thorough re-consideration of disciplinary education and punishment at school is urgently needed in
order to resolve the serious problems that Japanese schools are facing such as suicides due to bullying.
Although school principals and teachers are granted the right to discipline and punish students in
Japan, few schools have clear guidelines on punishment, and principals tend to be hesitant to punish
students. Teachers, however, often penalize students for their misbehavior instead of properly
instructing them from an educational viewpoint. Such discipline is ineffective at improving their
behavior in many cases. In order to provide order in the classroom, punishment for infringing on other
pupils’ right to learn must be differentiated from out-of-school discipline to guide behavior. In addition,
a teacher’s right to penalize students should be banned; punishment should be inflicted only with
adequate discipline and with the principal's approval in the case of violence and infringement on
learning. Even then, it should be carried out according to proper procedures. To help students better
understand, they should be given the opportunity to learn about laws regarding the right to learn,

discipline, and punishment.
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Where corporal punishment in the home is

outlawed Corporal punishment of children

by parents, is unlawful in the following
countries|[1] -

BIOREINEE LT N TV B EEE RO,
Albania - since 2010
Austria - since 1989
Bulgaria - since 2000
Congo - since 2010
Costa Rica - since 2008
Croatia - since 1999
Cyprus - since 1994
Denmark - since 1997
Estonia - since 1993[3]

Finland - since 1983
Germany - since 2000
Greece - since 2007
Hungary - since 2004
Iceland - since 2003
Israel - since 2000

Kenya - since 2010
Latvia - since 1998
Liechtenstein - since 2008
Luxembourg - since 2008
Moldova - since 2009
Netherlands - since 2007
New Zealand - since 2007
Norway - since 1987
Poland - since 2010
Portugal - since 2007
Romania - since 2004
South Sudan - since 2011 [8]
Spain - since 2007
Sweden - since 1979
Togo - since 2007
Tunisia - since 2010 [10]
Ukraine - since 2004
Uruguay - since 2007

Venezuela - since 2007
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