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For all of them, the encounter with the language of literature involves
a mental activity which, however problematical, is at least to a point
governed by this language only. All strive for a considerable degree of
generality, going so far that they can be said to be writing, not about
particular works or authors, but about literature as such. Nevertheless,

their generality remains grounded in the initial act of reading. (106-07)
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This is far from an easy task: the intellectual always stand between
loneliness and alignment. How difficult it was during the recent Gulf
War against Iraq to remind citizens that the U.S. was not an innocent or
disinterested power (the invasions of Vietnam and Panama were conve-
niently forgotten by policy-makers), nor was it appointed by anyone ex-
cept itself as the world’s policeman. But this was, I believe, the intellec-
tuals’ task at the time, to unearth the forgotten, to make connections that
were denied, to cite alternative courses of action that could have avoided

war and its attendant goal of human destruction. (22)
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