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From Hiroshima, Okinawa to Ground-Zero and Rokkasho-Mura:

A Study on the Memories of Historical Sentiments through the Perspective of Kokusai-Gaku, or Intra-Peoples’

Movements for Global Joint Self-Help
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Takaharu OKUDA

Abstract

The Japanese word “Kokusai-gaku” originally means international studies or an aca-
demic field on international relationship. I, however, define it as a kind of intellectual
movements among global citizens for establishing their joint self-help, not merely as an
academic subject.

For the purpose of achieving the “publicity” or open-minded cooperation among
them, they have to make consideration to the memories of historical sentiments of the
people those who were oppressed or discriminated in past and present as basis of “intra-
peoples’” solidarity. The global relationships of so-called center-periphery are the most
important troublesome issues because many of the contradictions such as wars, pover-
ties or dispersions are caused by the global inequality and the distorted international
power structure based on them. We should pay more attentions to the memories or pre-
sent situations of the suffered people in some places such as Hiroshima, Ground-zero,
Okinawa and Rokkasho-mura which are expressing or symbolizing the contemporary
contradictions of the world.

Through this paper, I have focused on the theme how to find out the way of thinking
for establishing “intra-peoples’” movements for global joint self-help
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