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Feminism and Sociology of Language / Knowledge : Through
Reconsideration of Yumiko Ehara’s Discussion on “Kenryoku-sayo”

Kayo UETANI

Abstract

This paper reconsiders Yumiko Ehara’s examination on a series of discussions in the Japanese
women’s movement since 1970s, to explore sociological implication of the issue raised by her.
Through critical investigation into these discussions, Ehara articulated certain kind of difficulty that
might be found out even today in our discussions of social problems about gender inequality. In
rereading Ehara’s examination, this paper suggests that change of people’s lifestyle and change
of society are related to change of discourses in and through which our everyday life has been
organized. In order to produce new discourses, we have to unravel the interconnection of various
concepts in our everyday language use activities and reorganize them in a new way. Ehara’s concept
of “Kenryoku-sayo” means regulatory power of discourses that prevents us from unraveling and
reorganizing such interconnection of concepts related to gender. Based on Ehara’s examination, this
paper suggests that such discoursive power not only regulates our everyday life but also is activated
in and through our own everyday language use activities.
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