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An Analysis of Advertising Expressions, in of Beer and
Whisky Commercials

Masao Okano, Masami Asakawa

Through the semiotic analysis of Japanese award-winning
commercials for beer and whiskey, we learn that: CMs for beer have a
common theme of obtaining a “pleasant sensation” after suffering
troubles in humorous and realistic setups. In the case of whiskey CMs,
the “European” connotation is more important. And the brand image is
distinguished clearly by realistic/non-realistic modality features. The
characters of commercial films are in agreement with the target
segmentation of the product. The middle-aged male plays the leading

role in both genres of CM.
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