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Abstract
After the Treaty of Shimonoseki was concluded, the repercussions among various social stra-
ta in Taiwan were intense. It caused opposition to Japan and triggered Taiwan’s social move-
ments. Accumulating international contact experience from an early stage, Chen Jitong
played an important role in the movements.

Immediately after the above treaty Chen proposed and planned the Taiwan democracy
strategy. In various actions of the Maintaining Taiwan movement the Taiwan democracy strat-
egy was one of the important parts and the first rational struggle in which the Chinese mili-
tary and public used modern methods. But until now there has been little research on this
aspect. This article points out Chen Jitong’s background and the Taiwan democracy strate-
gy’s details.

Part 1 describes Chen Jitong’s early life and his international contact experience while he
was studying and working in Europe.

Part 2 describes the Taiwan democracy strategy’s details. Coming back to China from
Europe, Chen Jitong faced Taiwan’s crisis. He made an active effort to propose and plan the
Taiwan democracy strategy on the grounds of the Taiwanese people’s will and by using inter-
national law as a tool.

The conclusion describes the result of the attempt to establish Taiwan’s democracy.
Because of the restriction of various elements, the strategy was not successful. But it can be
said that Chen Jitong’s attempt was the first case of protecting oneself with modern methods.
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