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The psychophysiological effects of videos of laughter in a cold pressor test

Shunichi ISHIHARA

Research over the past few years has suggested that positive emotional expressions such as mirthful
laughter mediate neuroendocrine hormones involved in the classical stress response. Moreover,
research has suggested that spontaneous laughter contributes to physiological and psychological
health. For example, Berk et al. (1989) reported on the relationship between natural killer cell activity
and laughter. They also reported that mirthful laughter appears to reduce serum levels of cortisol,
dopamine, endorphins, and growth hormone. These biochemical changes have implications for the
reversal of the neuroendocrine and classical stress hormone response. The current study investigated
the effects of spontaneous laughter on autonomic nervous response to a humorous video in a cold
pressor test.

Thirty-one university students were randomly divided into a group who watched a video of
individuals laughing and who laughed spontaneously (n=15) and a control group who watched a
monitor with a blue screen (n=16) during a cold pressor test. Heart rate (HR), blood pressure (SBP
and DBP), low-frequency (LF) and high-frequency (HF) heart rate variability, the LF/HF ratio, and
baroreflex sensitivity (BRS) were measured throughout the experiment.

Results revealed no changes in the autonomic nervous responses in the control group. In the
laughing group, however, the sympathetic response increased significantly during the experiment
and then decreased significantly during recovery. Thus, spontaneous laughter had a relaxing effect.
Results of the Profile of Mood States (POMS) revealed no changes in emotions in the control group
after the experiment but did reveal a decrease on the depression subscale for the laughing group.
Thus, spontaneous laughter may suppress cardiovascular response and curtail depression in passive

coping situations and have a relaxing effect.
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Oy Z8ICHT T, 7 uy 7867 ay
I THET L7225, Z o cidEy
AKHE R HERE L 720

A b L AR & DRI R O SUG I, REBIIY
L & Z LA D B o FEEYIRHLIE, XL n]
AE7e A b L AR L REBh g 2Pk <o 54 2 17
)T ETH Do ZEIFALIE, A b L ARIBUI T
LCHEolnewE FiEHCEMRZ R 5%
GOWRETH 2 (B, 1999),

AWZETIE, A ML AREICH L, FvoBg
ZEE L, %92 THRAHINT 5 2 & 257l
SNz RWFFETIL, BUESIWEE BT 5
Z L& o THRO LABAIAAD S, Dk
AEBRTEZRLDH S EOHREMEFE L T
Wizo =i BEHIGA TR, <A F A MR
L, oI — NV F7 Ly =12 X o TZHR
MORETH-72ELBND,

F o, OIS, FICHENRROBEIC X
BH, HHAHRER DR L T o LRI IESE K
WESR & RIS EMER GREME) O 2354

MG EE L. BV OKIEIC L o TRIEMREA
ERERL, o2 s, FERED S RIE
FEDTUAE L LR E e, — AU L7225, %
DEEN) S 27— a VIRERLTWD L%
AbND (K, 1998). —H. ST,
MR ICH BRI EAER L, TR LTS
BEIC T T2 MR L7z Lo T @kt
B & B AR AR O TR B P 158
525283 %<, #1352 % TRIEMBEROIE
AL A SN IR Sz F 2 oh
5o
SBP. DBP

SBPIZBWT, ##llg&fTid, 7avy 7 %4t
VRO LN VA, WEEMAE. Tay 7105
Ty 74AETEEMIEL, Tuy 24D T
Oy 78F CHEBIKTL, TOB—EEZHMFFL
720

A b L AR ORENZ X 5 1477720 B
DFENDHEHEINTB Y (Williams, 1986). HEE)
R TH 585 — 2 1 Tld, RG2S
s, BT FLF ) AMEEE DS EARRIG B
DILHET L 720, HFELHR, LA E OB,
SBPO LH #7263 LTwb (Berntson et
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al, 1996; Grossman et al., 1992), —J5i. 2By
FWTH A7 — 21T TiE, BEKWHRD F5H1Z
RO LN, KEMERILOBIMARO 5D
(Allen et al, 1992; Berntson et al, 1996; Quigley
& Berntson, 1990; #H, 1990).

RIEAMFERIT, BIRSCHADRIBIEAL, VT
7 — 3 a IREER IR IR 12 R3S IR AN RE DS A &
%hbho TOTENGL, FENAHET L. B
WUIRTE 2> & O S 7z 2 812 & 1) BIZSEAREDS
BEAIZR D, SBPAMKT L7z E R b5,

DBPIZBWTH, #llFEMTIiE, 7ay s o
ZALDSIRD LNV, WG 7T ey 710
L7y Z5FT—ExMIFL. 70y /500
BT L7z 3720 70y 7 11% Tl 2
IR ZO%—EERMRF L7z MlilGFEEic—
R AERE L 720

RET) AR AL C U DB 2 A T B ST PEAL L
P % HRPB X O'SBPOMZ /R§ . —F. ZH)
HRPAL T, DR EMBRE B AE L L. HR
B L USBPIEIEINE 3, DBPOMINCO %2435 &
WESh Tz (EH, 1990). F 7. BB
M HR, 2B AL AS X Y B IZDBP & B
42 LM ENL TS (Obrist, 1981), 2D Z
by ANV ARIBUIR L. BEB) I I PRIR R 55
Fraq7) Z &R L7, MEHOKTEZ, A ML
AE D D ORI & - TE¥ L. RIS
B LR DDBPAMR T L7z E2 b5,
LFR% . HE&%. LF/HF

LER BT, Midkfe b1, BERIC
WA 2R L7z WHREMTZ ok, mEIC
ARBGRTEZR L. F7o. Ml Srid s T
RICHEICIKT L, 2o%— g% MR L7z, LF
WA E, REAFEEEEECH D, Bk E DX
LA VIRBICBWCTHEIC AT %, A%
BT, EBGER» O MG E I, FREC
AR D NIz,

HFBE M2 BT W R S 1 BUE T A - 12,
WM 2R L. BPICHBICIRT L2, E72,
Ty 736 Ty ZUINTTHEIL LA EZR
L7z #MGtiE, 7ay 290570y 71012
P THEKTEZRL, 2ofio7ay 73—
ErMERE L7 VI 7= a VEAIDRES NS

Yitry HEBOME EA§ 225, KRBFFRIZEB W T,
KOGz HEHR, ARICEAL20) 72
= a YRR D N,

LE/HFIZB W T, WML, BENFRICLE/
HEOMEASBEM L, SEHE 72, BRI B W
TR Sz LF/HFIZ, LES &
HEB D37 —HTh ), AR E AR L
TBY (KIE, 1998), REMEROFEL LT
EHSHTVLHEDL . s ORI
REFRFICHIINT 5 2 EAURENTW S (Pagani,
Lombardi, Guzzetti, Rimoldi, Furlan, Pizzinelli,
Sandrone, Malfatto, Dell' Orto, Piccaluga, Turie,
Baselli, Cerutti, & Malliani, 1986) o L% L &35,
B IEMREROIT OB D 2T 5720, 47
WCRITBEDRERL A% v (BH, 1997).
ZOZEn, WER BRI TE 2V LE/
HE OB MNE A REOE T THEZ /R L A
B IEMREDIEE LML R T EEZONL, %D
ZliE, —H L TRIEAMRESR DS LA 2 RRE) 0
WMASERD b, —FTT— NV F 7L v =T,
ZER T AREE DS U2 L 2 515 (Obrist,
1981),

ABFZRICBWTIE, WIS X 5 REBII LR RE
Ea— )V R 7Ly ¥ —IT X 5B RLIREE AT
ERIEICE L7222 LI2X ). LE/HFD LA 2332
HOENTZEEZOEND, ZOTERS, BnEk
95 2 & TRBMREDTIAE L, BN T
FAMET 35 2 e PREN, AFFETIR. 7
0y 7 OEME FEOTHR, &ML Tay 2
ORHAERDPHEE TH o 72720, EVERIZBL
50T 7= a YRIRIELD STz,

BRS

BRSIZOWTIE, &7 0y 7 0TS &
OZDRHAERIE, TRTRDO N LD 572,

H AR BT R 0 O & D> Th 5BRSIE.
KENRLSHEIRD A T 4 7 % A ES B L&z
LNTW5, BRSOER AN =ZALE LT, FIK
AR O Z A MRIZIME 02 b2 B L. IfE
D L5 & B VIFRT I L ChRRIZEAT L, I
FZALZRHET 5D TH b, 72 2IE, MED
T35 & BIRIEZEENORBILT & & H I,
A SNV ABEBAT B0 T 2 CIE ER K
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I—)V R 7L v H—FBIC BT 5 5% BSR4 HLL 2 1 Rh

K3 2 EIHIASRA Ly 2 S IR IRANAE R Lo
PIHI PRI T 2 BUE VR b IR A T % 0 2 DR,
RIEAFAHE OTLAE, RIS IEAFRE T DR T %42
L. DR, O8O, KRS &SR0
BN & 0 M EA LT EDORELNIVITRE
LDCTHb, TOWHE ST 2. DB EARENG
Bl L BIT, HARMICELE % OILRISIEAREGB)
ThoHrI L, SHITLBINERICEH X 2
b U ATEB OIIHNCEE U CHaS 3 2 BN D %
&N Twb (Porges, 1995; Porges, Doussard-
Roosevelt, & Maiti, 1994; #H, 1996), Steptoe &
Sawada (1989) (. HIEMZAHIZ L 2T & L
RO AR 5BRSZHEE T % % L Witk <
bh, =7y ARFY: (Bertinieri et al, 1983)
xHWT, AMHIEE (Yamakoshi, Shimazu, &
Tozawa, 1980) 2 & 2 e i E Il o B s & 3 —
7L ARBEIGH Lze ZORE. BHEMEE
TBRSIIHHI SN LA, VI 7 v—3 3 Vil T
BT 52 L2 WG Lo 2F D, BRSOMKT
IR R OB, BRIREEZELTED,
BRSO LA R EMREOER, VT — 3
VIREEZFRLTWwA (Hirsch, 1987). 216 D
£k, BRSAVLEIIY 22 A b L A & U RS %
CEERLTWVWAELEEZ OND,

L L7255, RSB W TBRSHAHFEIC
AT EME SN BIS o N G h o7z,
ZOZERPL, RODOWHEEZHEETHIEI2LD
BRSIZXT 51 27— a vyoREEdovsh
Lol EzbNhb,

LR
POMS

T-ARBEE, DRE. A-HRE., VREIZBWT,
HMBEOFENEPAERETH 72 Thbb, MM
WZBWTHEBRBRICER -A%, BY —HE. )
—REHPEATE BACIK N L7ze E 720 DREEICB W
T KHAEAPHREBENTH > 72720, i
RIROWE AT o TRy MEGENPEETH-
oo Thabb, WREMIIWELZHEE TS LT
B9 > - FIEDFEHN G LD SHEBEIIKT LA L
ZZbhb, FRE, CREIZBWTIE, Hiko
FRRVABENTH o720 Thbb, 5 — I
K0, WEL - T T Em 2 S oz,

FEWHIHIC & o THFREE WG S UK AR
ENDZ LT ZMEROUSESTLHEL, Z
D, N BV TREMEOIRT (b LI
AR D TLHE) BSRDON, VT s k=3
AMEAMAEC Iz HERIhTws (HE,
2007)0 T b B, MRS WA E BRI
AT L 72720 5 7 v — 3 3 YRR AVE
. KFLAZEEZOND, i) — RIS W
T, FEBRIITE AN > 72 T & RIRDE 72 < K
LTWwieizd, AT LzEE 55,

F 7z, MEMOICHE Tl AP o720, #iil
SN TR LR RE A & IR S Ve L7272
B, NERER, WD, WHEEDATT 4T
G T L7z ZEZ N5, 20720, A
S5 RTH, KT OEFMEMHFITBNTE R
o TWALIRENEZ b,

FiE (2007) OEFFETIE. POMSD#EFA 5 s
FUIRBIZBWTHENREWIZI ) AT T 4 7
AT 95 & & DICRY T 1 7R E 2S5
THRENRD SN T WD, KiFETIIDREIC
BWT, WEEMOITE ) PEEITRTIZ L7225
ZOMOFRIEFRD SN eh o Tz,
waEse

ABIREICOWTER T 5 &, HlfETid, &
t v ¥ 3 %l L CHR., SBP. DBP. LF. LF/
HFM, BRS2MMKFLTEBY, 3=V 7L v H—
(2 & 2 B R AL 00 BTG 70 LS S SO
HRD BNTzo —TJi. FEVBGRSEMA T, MG
BWIMIZB W, HR, SBP, DBP., LF, LE/HF
WA ERLTEY., B0 iy Lfingz
IRTSUBATRED HIL DA, MIEMEIZ B W TEE
MO BT REN, VI 7 —va vy
MERD LNz TNHDOINIE, ARa—)L
F7 Lo $—I12 X 0 2B o BRI R SR
ERTHRBION LT EVEREMAETIEE VLS
2 X 2 2B LFEROMHIR) R E U L E 2
5N 5. Hk L7z X912, ZHRARLIZ, #1192
REBLEDATT 4 7RG LHECBEL (Mao et
al, 2003). ¥19) DREOFEZ TS L EE L A

FLAHETHLLEZOND, S5IT, B
£ (Rowland & Massie, 1998). BEiY) w7 ~<F 0
s (Covic et al, 2000), HIV (Patterson et al,
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1993) 7% &0 HRREICB VTS ZEM L%
192 LTy IDECI) DRENEL 2 L Ol
FERHINT VD, T4abh, EVRLI—ETD
RIT 4 TG, B LFEICBIT S X b
L ABOG 2 L, 309 DR ALT S+ 5
HERBELTVWDE, SO &, M) ORE
(POMS) 1281} 2 E VMG LN TOHERIKT
Mo HIFFEING,

X512, BEVEMIIBT 2 KRN R RS
. WY RIS BT S RS EEB L TWwE &
ZEZON5L, Tbb, HER BV TS EANRE
SROTUHEDFED S, HEPE T HREI &R O
JLEIC XD ) Ty 7 AR EA USROS L FFET
hbLEZOLND,

— MR di i R R D 40~85% . B B\ i
T OB D50~90% O BB R I X 5 A B E
B % 1 H20~40%5 ATV, B30 F oS T 1258
DL B RGE L 7235 6 i & 208 L7238 R b h
5o FRLO LX) ZBHIZ I D, BHMHEZIILDE
5 % RIHLIE A S SEARE RN O SRR & 9%
L (Piepoli, Clark, Volterrani, Adamopoulos, Sleight,
& Coats, 1996). BRSZY#HT 5 Z LG s
TH Y (ellamo, Legramante, Massaro, Raimondj,
& Galante, 2000), ZHHRIMEE 2 VT E A7) ¥
DI R L IEAFAG B OLT T/R S 5 2 IEA
FEERIROALT LRI ROBINE & 7255
(European Heart Failure Training Group, 1998;
Tellamo, et al., 2000; Gademan, Swenne, Verwey,
van der Laarse, Maan, van de Vooren, van Pelt,
van Exel, Lucas, Cleuren, Somer, Schalij, & van
der Wall, 2007) o FEB)HH: AYE 0> i 1 R HAE <
ATIL 2T ¥ — %I L. Z ORRIZIEMREA ~
NNVART ¥ IF 7 v ¥ v NPT %A
EENTW5S (Negriao & Middlekauff, 2008;
Belardinelli, 2007) o Z O EBHRY 1%, OB g
BB B AR RRR T & O3 %041
ZERES &£ BRSIK T 25, AL EBRIERART & i3y
LTHEMTRARE P 2IEETH D 2 &%
523N Tw5b (La Rovere, Bigger, Marcus,
Mortara, & Schwartz, 1998). BRI EEE
B0 NE VIS LY S S o PR
TREPUET L MG SN TS (Tellamo,
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et al, 2000; Fujimoto, Uemura, Tomoda, Yamamoto,
Matsukura, Horii, Iwamoto, Hashimoto, & Dohi,
1999)

HFETH, HEDHER L s, Enpsik
BRI RICHET B A H = X A2 &) RIEARSR OB
Hlld % TR IEHFRE RO EAL 2 4 U S 57T
R H L, £H2LTHE EVRRL—FETO
RYT A 7TEEEEDRLERTHZLI12LD,
2SR TR DI B 2 LIS AR O PEAL
AL S, 2B LR o Lig i R UG &
HHIL, 39 SIRELET 22 R ZRE L
TWwab,

INHOWEEIE, —RWR A ML AT
TR RBREREL BERAw. Vo~ F R
EOH IR E B I8 B A B AR
BILHTE LW REMEDIEZ HbNDL, ZOMEIZD
WTIE, SROFMAMFEILETH S H .
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[#83]

[B] T BEENEVDO L) BRI T 4 7RG A N L ARSI THER 5% BTG % T
HBITDLERBEEINTND, EHIT, BIEHEVIE. BERE - LDEMEEICHES T2 ERBEINTN S,
72 & Z21¥Berk et al. (1989) 1%, NKHifg & v & OREMEIZOW T, BN ZZE WD, MFEFHO IV F
V=, F=83I v, Ty RO 747, BWERAVEVEETIE2EHEL TS, IS DEFED
ZALE, MRNDWIRE A PV AKRVEVREN—HLTVwDL I EERLTWD, AIFETIX, a—
VEZL Y H—I2E A MLAFEBICBIF 2 BEVEFHIC L 5 HENSE VO BHEMRRR RIS~ DR
AT %0

[53:] 314D KRFEAZ I — U F 7L v — I BV TEVBLS 2 SRS 2 W45tk (n=15) & 7L —
T % 2R3 2 8H 40 (n=16) 125 ¥ & 21CH ) BTz, FEBt v ¥ a Y0 (HR), ME (SBP,
DBP). KA S (LF). WA S (HF). LF/HFM, EZAARS (BRS) 2l L7,

[ & £ 28] #hl4ettTid. HR. SBP. DBP. LF. LF/HFI 7% &0 HAHFSR RIS D ZLIZ RS &
NZ0hs, 04t T3, HR. SBP. DBP. LF. LE/HFAEEIC LR L TB Y., EEHHEIC S
WTHERBEO QWM BIKTAREIN, VI 27— a VRIENHED Sz, LHIRETH HPOMST
& #19) OREICB W TRl & CIREBRRI R OZIE RV 00, BEVIBGRA TIEERRZICBW
THEBERETHFRO SNz, YLD X HICHEE WL, ZERHLIRREIC B ) 2 OISR UG & 35
IDEPHIL, VI t—a VIR E N,
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