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Abstract

Recent vocabulary research has focused on word list development, learner vocabulary
measurement, and vocabulary acquisition. One area in need of attention is the in-class treatment of
high frequency words that students do not know. Several researchers have found that even learners
with large English vocabularies have words remaining unknown in the high-frequency range.
However, the degree of unknown words has not yet been determined, nor what specific words those
are. As high-frequency words are met with at such a high degree that gaps in knowledge at those
levels affect comprehension, it is necessary to determine to what degree students are lacking in high-
frequency words, and what steps can be taken to rectify this situation.

This paper utilizes a self-checking familiarity survey with 84 second-year university students
to find that there was an average of 33 words per student unknown in the first 1000 most frequent
words in English. These words were not concentrated into a list of commonly unlearned words —
rather, they covered a total of 461 different words. In addition, a write-in recognition test after a
semester of encouraging students to locate and learn unknown high-frequency words showed only
76% accuracy. This included mistakes in meanings of words that all students had originally marked
as known in the original survey, indicating that even more words are unknown or misunderstood by
students. On the other hand, words marked as unknown that were then introduced in class showed
97% accuracy in the post test, indicating that classroom attention to commonly unknown words is
effective. We conclude that there are enough unknown words in the high-frequency range to warrant
classroom attention, but that more research is necessary in this area.
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rate 16 1 0 0
conversation 16 3 0 0
serve 16 2 0 1
exactly 16 5 0 1
bit 16 4 0 1
huge 16 3 0 1
account 16 1 0 0
protect 16 1 0 0
usually 16 1 0 0
able 27 1 0 0
continue 27 1 0 0
interest 27 1 0 0
follow 27 1 0 0
major 27 4 0 0
worth 27 5 0 0
wonder 27 3 1 0
reach 27 2 0 0
action 27 2 0 0
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alone 16 15 0 0
tax 16 2 0 0
fix 16 9 0 0
agree 16 2 0 0
pay 16 0 0 0
history 16 1 0 0
promise 16 5 0 1
health 16 1 0 0
bear 16 8 0 2
stuff 16 12 0 1
age 27 0 0 1
visit 27 3 0 0
always 27 2 0 0
choice 27 18 0 0
parent 27 11 0 0
arm 27 2 0 0
human 27 2 0 0
wear 27 1 0 0
suggest 27 3 0 0
arrive 27 6 0 0
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Appendix A
The 60 words most marked by students. X ARFNGH ANERDI A D
Student Responses
U1 TH1 U4 TH4 Total
X A X JAN X A X A Marked
thus 6 1 4 3 7 11 5 37
individual 5 3 4 3 1 5 5 10 36
involve 4 2 1 9 5 5 9 35
political 2 2 1 5 7 5 11 33
provide 2 4 2 6 7 2 9 32
further 3 3 1 4 1 5 6 9 32
determine 2 3 4 3 5 6 6 29
within 3 1 2 4 1 3 5 9 28
evidence 2 2 1 6 3 2 6 6 28
regard 2 1 3 5 4 12 27
significant 1 2 1 2 1 8 8 4 27
perhaps 1 5 1 5 1 1 3 8 25
describe 2 3 4 5 4 7 25
concern 2 1 4 6 3 8 24
particular 2 4 5 3 1 9 24
attempt 3 2 1 2 1 5 4 6 24
although 2 2 6 3 9 22
particularly 3 2 2 2 4 1 8 22
consider 3 2 5 1 3 7 21
require 4 2 4 1 3 7 21
certain 1 3 1 3 3 2 7 20
certainly 3 3 2 3 3 6 20
mention 1 1 3 6 7 2 20




LR TFERE A 298 1 5 20184 7 J
demand 2 1 4 2 2 3 6 20
analysis 3 3 2 4 7 1 20
toward 2 2 6 1 5 3 19
industry 3 1 3 1 2 9 19
upon 1 5 1 4 3 5 19
pause 2 3 2 6 6 19
structure 2 1 1 3 2 3 7 19
sort 1 2 1 2 5 7 18
either 1 2 2 4 2 7 18
establish 5 1 2 1 5 4 18
against 2 2 6 1 6 17
rather 3 3 1 1 1 2 6 17
several 2 1 4 2 2 6 17
available 3 2 1 4 3 4 17
accord 1 2 1 3 2 5 1 2 17
vote 2 2 2 1 1 5 4 17
knowledge 5 1 2 2 4 3 17
behavior 2 4 3 5 3 17
argue 3 3 2 3 6 17
organization 1 2 4 2 7 16
probably 2 6 2 5 15
relationship 2 2 1 4 1 5 15
range 1 1 2 3 5 3 15
opportunity 2 1 1 3 1 1 6 15
current 1 2 2 3 3 4 15
financial 1 3 2 2 1 6 15
represent 2 1 1 3 1 7 15
include 1 1 2 4 1 1 4 14
state 1 2 1 5 3 2 14
increase 2 1 1 6 4 14
among 3 6 2 3 14
decision 2 3 1 1 3 4 14
measure 2 1 3 2 4 2 14
material 1 2 3 1 1 1 5 14
patient 2 2 1 1 2 2 4 14
amount 1 3 1 2 1 5 13
therefore 1 1 1 2 3 1 4 13






