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Changing Descriptions of Japanese-style Paintings in Social Studies (History Field)
Textbooks for Middle School

Masao YOSHIDA

ZEE One aim of the current work was to examine descriptions of Japanese-style paintings in social studies
(history field) textbooks for middle school from the perspective of art history (with a historical/
sociological bent) and from the perspective of fostering “successors of tradition and culture.” A
second aim of this work was to offer ideas for improvements. Descriptions of Japanese-style paintings
in 8 textbooks (7 published in 2011, 1 published in 2008) were examined. Descriptions of Japanese-
style paintings were found to be inadequate in two senses. First, they fail to adequately convey the
outcomes of art history. Second, they fail to adequately socialize children as successors of tradition
and culture. These failings were not considered to be problems in the past.

Chapter 1 describes how students studying to be teachers view the nation state and the problems
with their view.

Chapter 2 explains “narrative analysis’ and how it was used to analyze descriptions of Japanese-
style paintings. The results of that analysis are also described. One reason why the descriptions are
inadequate is because the actions of figures Tenshin Okakura and Ernest Fenollosa are not explicitly
described. As a result, the descriptions fail to give students both the practical knowledge they need
for socialization and an accurate knowledge of art history. Another reason why the descriptions
are inadequate is because they fail to portray the character of those figures so that students can
understand why what those figures did was so challenging and so impressive. Improved descriptions
are proposed.

Last, issues that could not be addressed in this work are mentioned.

F—"J— K ! nation state, social studies (history field) textbooks, tradition and culture,
Japanese-style paintings, socialization
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