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TIona WE CURRERIR)
It begins in the year 1950. An American educational film
introducing a Japanese family is released for use in American
classrooms. Fast forward to the early 1990s and the film is
repackaged for pure entertainment in a Sunday afternoon special
on Japanese commercial television, the theme: “This is how
Americans once saw us.  This instructor, having videotaped the
segment with his boxy new VCR, transformed Japanese Family
into a lesson for Bunkyo freshmen on writing scripts for film
narrations, a lesson repeated every December for nearly three
decades. In 2020 the instructor found the original film online and
was somewhat surprised to discover it was 20 minutes long, not

a mere five as videotaped off television.
This talk is about unexpected findings resulting from an
exercise where freshmen in 2020 were asked to explain what

was cut out of this film of seventy years ago, and why.
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