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The Significance of Identifying: Archetypes in Lifelong Learning

Hiroko SATO, Kaori OKAMOTO, Kiyoshi YAGUCHI, Koji MIYATA, Masaya NOJIMA

The main purpose of this study is to discuss and clarify four different archetypes in Lifelong Learning, i.e.
the learning that an individual acquires over his or her lifetime. Specifically, the following archetypes
are identified:

1. The Case study Archetype (knowledge gained by personal experiences)

2. The Sports Archetype (knowledge gained by participating in various sports and motor learning)

3. The Psychodramatic Archetype (knowledge gained by participating in psychodramas)

4. The Social learning Archetype (knowledge gained by participating in social education)
Each of the above archetypes is investigated jointly over a prolonged period of time.
This study presents various case studies of each archetype and summarizes their characteristics and
how they inter-relate. Ways in which they may be improved in the future and recommendations to do
so are also presented.
An in-depth study such as this one is rare in Japan. By identifying and studying these four archetypes
in Lifelong Learning, this study seeks to stress the usefulness and importance of Lifelong Learning in

modern society.
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