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The Dynamics of Compressed Expression : A Quantitative
Analysis of Classified Advertising in Newspapers

Masao Okano

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the compressed na-
ture of classified advertising where competition between the con-
tents, i.e. “what is said, and what is reduced” is severe in extreme
spacial limitation. To this end, about a thousand cases of adver-
tising in Japanese national newspapers were coded and analyzed
quantitatively. As a result, comparison of reference rate and clus-
ter analysis of similarity of occurrence showed that contents of
advertising could be grouped as follows: (a) “type of employ-
ment”, “sex” and “age” group, (b) “qualification”, “educational
background” and “welfare program” group, (c) “payment form”
and “pay level” group. Further multivariate analysis about the
presentation of information about sex revealed that the main fac-
tors determining the use of body text were “newspaper brand”
and “type of occupation”, and as to the use of headline, “type of

occupation” and “educational background”.
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