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Media use and images of foreigners
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Abstract

We investigated images of foreigners and the effects of media on the images of foreigners.
One hundred and eighty-eight Japanese undergraduate participated in the questionnaire survey.
Participants reported on the several media uses and on the television programs which they
watched. In addition they rated foreigners and Japanese on warmth, intellectually competence, and
physical ability dimension. We found that images of several foreigners were ambivalent (“warm but
incompetent”, "competent but cold”, or "physically able but intellectually incompetent”). Media use
had both positive and negative effects on images of several foreigners. Watching the entertainment
programs (e.g., variety programs, music programs, drama, and movie) and sports programs
had positive effects on the several images of foreigners, but watching the programs to gain new
information (e.g., news programs, docutainments, and learning programs) had both positive and
negative effects on the images of several foreigners. These results suggested that the media might
be related to the formation of images of foreigners.
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