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Responding to Comphments
A Comparlson of Students and Middle-Aged Adult

Itoi, Emi

This study compares compliment responses made by
- Japanese students and middle-aged people. Disparity of.the '
average age between the two groups is about 23 yeafs.
They (24 students and 17 middle-aged) respended to written
compliments in a questionnaire. Data including 139 strategies .
in total were analyzed for their frequency m use. Consequently
some differences in their compliment responses were found
between the two groups:the students tended to use more
formulated strategles and the mlddle aged tended to rnake
more excuses. The author hopes that this paper prov1des a
basis for further stud1es of Japanese compllments which take -
dlsparlty of age mto consideration. '
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fThbf TV A A (Wolfson : 1981, 1983, Holmes 1986, 1988, Nelson
1993, Manes 1983). Z D% BHFETAL L TEYEELK L., 7F—
5 R HRBEEEP, BHEEAT| ST & 5 a5 RED S IE L
TWE, ITNODHENREELTVE [BHE] VST &k, E55F
FTENTVWBORS 51 HIAE, Holmesid,
A compliment is a speech act which explicitly or implicitly
attributes credit to someone other than the speaker, usually

o

‘the person addressed, for some “good”(possession, charac-
teristic, skill, etc.) which is positively valued by the speaker
and the hearer.
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% 7o, Manes(1983) i3
Compliments represent one means whereby an individual
or, more importantly, society as a whole can encourage,
through such reinforcement, certain desired behaviors.
(BHB L, FAD, B30V d - LEELC & icHLe
R, ZOXSBEEBLC. H2EENATHEERT S C
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do-T, MFRZITBOEEL S F 0V (843%). T DN D39.5% X
I (really /especially) like“enjoy NP & % Wit I (really) like “enjoy
V+ingTd s EWHRBENEET 5 EMBHODITE - 1,

BOHEEOPFICREBESULNIE b0 6E { Aoh. Chen(1993) 137
2 ) AEELHEEOBHEEADORE %, Nelson(1993)i3 = ¥ 7+ A
DT IETELETA)AEEEWNRELTVWS, & 5i, Wolfson(1981)
. TAYVHAAL HRAL A5 VAL TI5ETAREDEDEEDOHIZH
ALTVW3B, EEXLHEHE TR, ThZhoXLolEHIsRD SLE
PENIETT BIEBICKBRENTE D, REEKE Y, 2Fh, BHELE
KRZOXLT TRV ESNBTEMRRBLTEY, BHEIETES
ED [BWI &) offifssgfbihcn Tl b,
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BAbD B IMEREER E XM B &M TE S, Wolfson(1980)ic kB &, 7
A Y HEBETOBDERE IFEbLN S AT IEE L L Tnice, good, great,
beautiful, pretty® 5 > TdH 2D, FiD 3 >RLHICHHEHICSREIC & S
WEHs 20, %D 25, 2% Dbeautiful & pretty i3 B 1B &
AEHLELEL LTHLNE I LRV, —MIcEHoflicd L TED

&5 BIEAFEM S pcBIL CREFRY S 255, B L TidBitR &
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EWZ B,
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bDTH 5B, HlAIE. BOEEADIGEDOWE T, Holmes(1986) A3
DTFOEIRAL 57V % fi>TF =5 ONF2EIT-> T3,

A. ACCEPT
1. Appreciation,/agreement token
2. Agreeing utterance
3. Downgrading,~qualifying utterance
4. Return compliment
B. REJECT
1. Disagreeing utterance
2. Question accuracy
3. Challenge sincerity
C. DEFLECT /EVADE
1. Shift credit
2. Informative comment
- 3. Ignore
4. Legitimate evasion
5. Request reassurance,repetition
F7:Chen (1993) &, 72 VAFEFEDF— 5 LthEREDQ 7 — % 2 LT
Dk IHMELT, '
T A A EEE
1. Thanking
2. Agreeing
3. Expressing gladness

4. Joking
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(Thanking and) Returning Compliment
Offering Object of Compliment (or help)
Encouraging

Explaining

© 0 N @ o

. Doubting
10. Rejecting (the compliment) and Denigrating (the-

object of the compliment)

1. Disagreeing & Denigrating
. Expressing. Embarrassment-
. Explaining -

. Thanking and Denigrating
. Thanking (only)
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MBERT) £511.19%. B L 733.7%. [MEHIRAL] 253.7%. TF VLRI »
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L),
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