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Teen Court: Studied from the Perspective of Delinquency Clinics

Akiyoshi ISHIBASHI

Many states in the U.S. have adopted Teen Court—a diversion program (opportunities provided to minors
deemed to have committed a delinquent activity) designed to avoid normal judicial proceedings for first-
time offending juvenile delinquents who have committed petty offenses. There are various forms of Teen
Court. However, in many cases, young people belonging to the same generation as the delinquent
participate as volunteers playing the role of judges, jurors, lawyers, and prosecutors who conduct trials on
such delinquents. Teen Court has spread throughout the U.S. as a juvenile justice program and has been
highly effective in preventing delinquency and recidivism to some extent.

From among several theoretical elements presented in assessment studies on the impact of Teen Court,
this study focuses on “trial by peers,” “restorative justice,” and “skill building.” It also examines Teen
Court from the perspective of delinquency clinics that provide juvenile delinquency rehabilitation support.
Furthermore, the study divides the Teen Court process into three phases—hearings conducted before
Teen Court begins, the trial, and execution of punishment—and examines the clinical significance of each

of these phases.
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