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Hints from teen court: Focusing on the aspects of
community-based social welfare

Kyoko MORI

The restorative justice has lately attracted considerable attention as an alternative to the traditional justice
system. The teen court, based on the idea of restorative justice, is a diversion program for first-time non-
violent juvenile offenders who are sentenced by their peers. Many local youth and adult volunteers and
several bodies including schools, police, probation officers, and community organizations are involved in
operating teen courts. In contrast, the justice system in Japan is exclusively the province of the local
community, and rehabilitation and social support for offenders by/in the community is expected given the
increase in the number of elderly or disabled offenders.

This paper summarizes the trends in social welfare approaches for offenders in Japan’s justice system and
discusses hints gleaned from beliefs and practices of teen courts in terms of community-based welfare
through court observation and interviews with staff and youth volunteers of the Red Hook Youth Court in
New York.

Key words : teen court, community-based social welfare, community services, justice system, juvenil
delinquency
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