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The mere exposure effect in choosing merchandise (2):
Influence of aesthetic impressions and selective attention

Daisuke YOSHINO, Akiko KAMADA, Nobuo USUI

Kamada, Usui, & Yoshino (2009) showed that repeated exposure increased preferences for everyday
products (e.g. scissors) but not for decorative items (such as bouquets), which were more likely to evoke
aesthetic emotions. However, only one kind of decorative item was examined in that experiment, and
participants’ incorrect suppositions about the purpose of the experiment might have distorted the results.
The current study examined several products evoking different aesthetic emotions. In experiment 1 (N=
53), a filler task was administered to prevent participants from supposing the purpose of the experiment.
They were requred to detect filler stimuli among the products. The result showed that the mere exposure
effect was not evident with any of the products unexpectedly. The filler task might have caused selective
attention for the filler stimuli and to led the participants to inhibit attention to the target products. The
filler task was removed in experiment 2 (N = 59), and the mere exposure effect was observed with all
items. In other words, the mere exposure effect was evident with decorative items that produced an
aesthetic impression. The influence of selective attention and causes of inconsistency in the appearance of

the mere exposure effect are discussed in relation to decorative items that evoke aesthetic emotions.

Key words : mere exposure effect, repeated presentation, evaluation of impressions, merchandise, choice,
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