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A Cross-Cultural Study in Japanese and American

Adolescents I

—— Changes in Cognition and Attitude of University

Students toward Their Fathers and Mothers —

Tokio Honda, Yoshimitsu Takei, Mikako Shirai, Yasuhiko Okuma

Authors intended to have mutual understanding between Japanese and American people,
in the same way as in the previous article. The aim of this article is to clarify
similarities and differences between Japanese and American adolescents cognition and
attitude toward their parents in the process of development by analysing their responses
to questions:(1) Did you change your cognition or not ? (2) When did it change
(your age) ? (3) Why did it change ? (4) How did it change ?

We coded or recoded the data and applied chi-square test to them.

Respondents were the same as in the previous report—347 (136 males and 211
females) students in Japan and 310(81 and 229) in America.

Distinguished results were as follows;

1) Change or not of student cognition and/or attitude toward their parents:
about half of American adolescents changed their cognition toward Fathers
more than once while the same number of Japanese did not.

2) When: age 15~25, especially about 18 was the most frequent among all groups.

3) Why: the developmental reasons (triggers) and reasons about “Self” in American
students were twice more than in Japanese ones.

4) How: the difference between Japanese and American students about their
mothers were significantly large. Generally positive changes were the most

frequent and negative ones were the least.
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Table 1
Change or not A, All A. Male A. Femal J. All J. Male J. Femal
once 62 14 48 94 42 52
FA more than once 149 35 114 82 36 46
no change 96 27 69 164 56 108
once 73 14 59 74 16 58
MO more than once 88 15 73 37 15 22
no change 163 50 113 231 101 130




Table 2

When (1) A. All A. Male A. Femal J. All J. Male J. Femal
~ 11 8 3 5 14 9 5
12~ 14 46 8 36 27 7 20
FA 5 ~ 17 52 9 43 49" 22 27
18 ~ 25 85 22 63 71 34 37
~ 30 1 1
~ 11 8 0 0 1 0 1
12~ 14 25 3 22 16 2 14
MO 5. ~ 17 44 9 35 34 10 24
18 ~ g5 60 9 51 45 9 36
~ 30 2 1 1
Table 3
When (2) A. All A. Male A. Femal J. All J. Male J. Femal
College Enrollment 66 16 50 ‘14 5 9
A Little Earlier Teenage
(15 17) 73 14 58 62 23 39
Pre-Teenage (~12) 13 1 12 9 [3 3
A Year or More After
FAB - College Enrollment w 9 18 34 18 16
A Little After Leaving 23 7 16
Home
Before College '
2
Enrollment 8 0 3 4 2
Both Before & After :
College Enrollment 12 2 10 10 4 8
College Enrollment 47 5 42 8 1 7
A Little Earlier Teenage
1 44 11 33
(1517) 56 0 46
Pre-Teenage (~12) 8 1 7 4 2 2
A Year or More After
6 16 17 5 12
MOB College Enrollment 22
" A Little After Leaving 16 1 15
Home
Before College 9 2 3 3
Enrollment
Both Before & After
5 3 2 1
College Enrollment 5




Table 4

FA MO
WHY American Japan American Japan
All | Male|Female| All [Male|Female; All |Male|Female| All |Male Female
['| Develop. Triggers (6141.3) (632.3) (648.2) (43?%) (372.8) (56‘%) (eaég) (571419) (647.3) (48??) (611.3) (432,3)
‘Growth, Mature 91 21 70 46 16 30 57 8 49 28 8 20
School Entrance 17 3 14 11 3 8 20 2| 18 5 2 3
Employment 1 1 1 1
Love affair 1 1
_Child birth 1 1 2 2
109 24 85 57 19 38 81 10 71 34 11 23
subtotal (62.3) (63.2)| (62.0)| (44.2)| (35.2)] (50.7)|(60.9)| (52.6)| (62.3)|(43.6)| (52.4)| (40.4)
-P’s retirement 1
P's getting old
P's death : 2
subtotal ' (1.'3)
I | Accidental Triggers 40 6 34 45 21 24 38 8 30 30 6 24
(22.9)| (15.8)| (24.8)] (34.9)| (38.9)| (32.0)|(28.6)| (42.1)| (26.3)|(38.5)| (28.6)| (42.1)
Leaving home 12 3 9 24 7 17 13 1 12 15 3 12
Illness, Injury 1 1 1 1 0 1 1
Quarrel W/h P’s 2 2 8 5 3 2 1 1 5 1 4
Psychological, social Pro. 1 1
15 3 12 33 13 20 16 2 14 21 4 17
subtotal (8.6)] (7.9) (8.8)|(25.6)].(24.1)| (26.7)](12.0)] (10.5)| (12.3)](26.9)] (19.0)| (29.8)
P’s divorce 7 1 6 1 1 3 3 1 1
P's remarriage 1 1 1 1
P's unemployment 2 1 1 0 1 1
P’s job change, promote 1 v 1] 1 1 8 4 4
P's illness, injory 1 1 6 4 2 2 2 5 1 4
P’s problematic B. 13 1 12 3 1 2 8 1 7 3 1 2
25 3 22 12 8 4 22 6 16 9 2 7
subtotal (14.3) (7.9)] (16.1)| (9.3)] (14.8) (5.3)|(16.5)|(31.6)| (14.0)|(11.5)| (9.5)| (12.3)
I | Other Triggers (132?) (21 ?) (1013) (172?) (241?) (12 3) (71(5)) ° (slg) (121g) C g) (14 g)
Negative events 1 0 1 1 0 1
Gradually 0 0 0 4 4 0
-1 0 1 4 4 0 1 1
subtotal (0.6) (3.1)| (7.4) (0.8) (0.9)
P's positive behavior 19 6 13 15 9 [ 8 8 8 1 7
P's neutral behavior
P's negative behavior 3 2 1 3 0 3 1 1 2 1 1
22 8 14 18 9 9 9 0 9 10 2 8
subtotal (12.6)| (21.1)] (10.2)| (14.0)| (16.7)| (12.0)| (6.8) (71.9){ (12.8)| (9.5)| (14.0)
Grand total 175 38 137 129 54 75 133 19 114 71 20 57

X Figure in paren thsis : %



Table 5

FA MO
HOW American Japan American Japan
All | Male [Female| All | Male|Female| All |Male|Female| All [Male|Female
Neutral Changes in Cognition 32 8 24 28 12 16 20 10 10 10 3 7
and Attitude  As Parents (16.1)] (18.6) (15.4)| (18.5)| (18.8)| (18.4)|(13.7)| (45.5)] (8.1)|(12.0)| (15.8)| (10.9)
As Husband (Wife) 0 (15) (1(15)
As Man (Woman) 0 (1%) (1(1;)
As Human being (Adult, 17 1 16 22 5 17 13 4 9 17 2 15
Senior, Social member) (8.5)] (2.3)] (10.3)[.(14.6)] (7.8)| (19.5)| (8.9)[ (18.2); (7.3)|(20.5)|(10.5)] (23.4)
As the Weak ( 1) (1%;)
Subtotal 49 9 40 51 18 33 33 14 19 29 5| 24
(24.6)[ (20.9)| (25.6) (33.8)] (28.1)| (37.9) |(22.6)| (63.6)((15. 3)| (34.9)| (26.3)[ (37.5)
Positive Changes in Cognitios 72 19 53 46 22 24 48 6 42 23 7 16
and Attitude As Parents (36.2)| (44.2)| (34.0)| (30.5)| (34.4)] (27.6)](32.9)} (27.3)} (33.9)| (27.7){ (36.8)| (25.0)
As Husband (Wife)
As Man (Woman)
As Human being (Adult, 7 2 5 1 1 3 3 4 1 3
Senior, Social member) (3.5)] (4.7) (3.2) (0.7) (1.1)| (2.1) (2.4){ (4.8) (5.3) (4.7)
8 6 2 : 4 4
As the Wealk (5.3)] (9.4)] (2.3) (4.8) (6.3)
Subtotal 79 21 58 55 28 27 51 6 45 31 8 23
(39.7)] (48.8)] (37.2)| (36.4)] (43.8)| (31.0)](34.9)| (27.3)| (36.3)] (387.3)] (42.1)| (35.9)
Negative Changes in Cognition 23 3 20 21 10 11 12 1 11 6 3 3
As Parents And Attitude (11.6){* (7.0){ (12.8) (13.9)| (15.6)| (12.6)| (8.2)| (4.5) (8.9)] (7.3)|(15.8)] (4.7)
As Husband (Wife)
1 1
As Man (Woman) 0.7 (11)
As Human being (Adult, 2 1 1
Senior, Social member) (2.4)] (5.3)] (1.8)
As the Weak
Sub 1 23 3 20 22 10 12 12 1 11 8 4 4
ubtota (11.6)| (7.0)| (12.8)| (14.6)| (15.6)| (13.8)| (8.2)| (4.5) (8.9)| (9.6)|(21.1)| (6.3)
. 2 1 1 1 1 3 3
Relation Changes .0 23)| ©6)| ©.n] .6 (3.6) (4.7)
Positi Change 22 4 18 16 4 12 22 1 21 3 3
ositive ges (1L.1) (9.8)|(11.5)] (10.6)| (6.3)|(13.8)|(15.6)] (4.5)[ (16.9)| (3.6) (4.7)
N & Cha 3 1 2 4 2 2 5 5 1 1
egative nges (1.5)] (2.8)] (1.3)] (2.6) (3.1) (2.3)] (3.9 (4.0)| (1.2) (1.6)
E lizati 21 4 17 2 1 1 23 23 8 2 6
qualization (10.6) (9.3)| (10.9) (1.3)| (1.6)| (1.1)|(15.8) (18.5)| (9.6)| (10.5) (9.4)
Rupture
Sub l 48 10 38 23 8 15 50 1 49 15 2 13
ubtotal (24.1)( (23.3)] (24.4)| (15.2)| (12.5)| (17.2)| (34.2)] (4.5)| (39.5)|(18.1)] (10.5)] (20.0)
Grand total 175 38 137 129 54 75 133 19 114 77 20 57
'3 Figure in paren thesis: %




