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On the Expressions of Possibility in the Thai Language

Hiroshi Tanaka

The Thailanguage has two basic ways of expressing possibility. One
is those using such auxiliaries as daj, pen, waj; the other being
expressions using direction verbs like dog, khaw, khyn, lop, or those
using some verbs as complement of result.

The first group of expressions have some typical structures through
which conditions of possibility are created. The second group of
expressions, on the other hand, are characterzed by their more
analytic meaning. They are distinct, particularly in the forms of
negation, in that a greater emphasis is placed on the result of an action,
and that the background of the situations is impiied. Some of these
expressions are more rule-governed while some others are less so, and
therefore more idiomatic.

In this paper, an aftempt has been made to examine such features
of these tWo types of éxpressions by contrasting Thai with ] apa;les; 7
and, in some cases, with Chinese. Reference has also been made to

certain similar expressions of possibility.
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