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HOW SHOULD CULTURES BE TAUGHT

IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE CLASS ?

SUMIO TSUCHIYA

There is no consensus among teachers on how to deal with for-
eign cultures in the English language class. Some teachers insist
that English should be essentially acultural because it has already
been the medium for international communication. Many teachers,
however, contend that just for the samé reason, it has been more
and more important to induce their students to become aware of a
variety of cultures of the world. In my opinion, most cross-cultural
studies in the past have focussed on the contrasts between cultures
and have tended to ignore their more universal features hidden
under all human behavior. I will propose in this article to use the
Kluckholn model as a means of analyzing the value system of a
particular culture so that we can turn our students’ attention to the
more uni{rersal features of human culture. Thus our students will
even-tually be able to take more sympathetic attitudes toward dif-

ferent cultures alien to them.
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1) Who said “Veni, vidi, vici> ?

2) In what sports would you see: a) a throw-in?
b) a lineout?
c) an off break?
d) a chicane?

3) What is the date of Thanksgiving?
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4) How many inches are there in a yard?
5) What were the names of the Beatles?
6) If you set out from London on the M4, in which direction
would you be heading?
7) What happens in 1995?
8) Who was Don Quixote’s sidekick?
9) Is A4 larger or smaller than A3?
10) Who said, ‘Am I my brother's keeper?’ ?
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11) An Englishman’s home is his castle.
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14) Let sleeping dogs lie.
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15) After a storm comes a calm.
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16) the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah (£J#3(18:20)
17) The Lord is my shepherd. (%23:1)

18) The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge. (XS 1:
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19) Blessed are the poor in spirit. (<% 1 5:3)
20) Love your enemies. (%% A 5:44)
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