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HOW SHOULD CULTURES BE TAUGHT
IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE CLASS ?

SUMIO TSUCHIYA

In the previous article of 1995, I discussed problems of how to
deal with foreign cultures in the English language class and sug-
gested that we should pay attention not only to different features
between cultures but also to universal features hiddén under all
human behavior. In the present article, I will discuss how we
could describe universal features underlying all human cultures
by using the Kluckhohn model,-which provides us with a system-
atic means of analyzing a particular culture’s value system. Thus
we will be able, I hope, to instill in our students a sense of cross-
cultural awareness by providing them with the tools of identify-
ing their own cultural value orientation as well as those of

others.
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“Until recently, man did not need to be aware of the structure
of his own behavioral systems, because, staying at home, the be-
havior of most people was highly predictable. Today, however,

man is constantly interacting with strangers, because his
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extensions have both widened his range and caused his world to
shrink. It is therefore necessary for man to transcend his own '
culture, and thisb can be done only by making explicit the rules
by which it operates.” v
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