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Discourse Analysis of Japanese Laughter -No2-
Co-occurrence between Laughter
and Time,Formality

Haruko Hayakawa

In this paper, the author will examine the discourse analysis of
Japénese laughter which has not yet received adequate attention
in the past.

This research consists of the two steps. The first research has

~been done as a pilot study to the second step of the research
project. Both of them examined the co-occurrence between laugh-
ter and time and laughter and formality respectively.

The results are as follows:

1. The low co-occurrence between the meeting session and the
laughter. »
2. The co-occurrence between the formality and the laughter in-
creaseé in informal case, ordinary case and formal case in de-
scending order.

3. According to the function of laugher, the laughter aiming to
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make friends appears most often, especially during the rest
period, on the contrary the laughter aiming to balance relation-
ships appears more often in the morning session and the meeting

than the rest period.
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