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Two groups of phrases, fhe first group, “seem”, “appear”
and “look like”, and the second group, “possible”, “likely” and
“probable”, as in the form of it seefns (that)..” and- “it is pos-
sible (that)..”, both express the speaker’s prediction or supposi-
tion.

The phrases in both groups have some common syntactic
and semantic features, such as expressing future, present and
past events and states, and taking negative and interrogative
forms.

There are also some differences between them, such as those
in the former group co-occurring with “to me”, while those of
the latter cannot.

In the course of the discussion, it will be shown that the

phrases in both groups are used in almost the same way for the
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speaker’s prediction and supposition but that they are different in
that those in the former group express the speaker’s subjective
judgement based on his direct experience, while those in the lat-

ter group express judgement based on indirect evidence.

0. ¥

“seem”, “appear”, “look like” B L ¥ “possible”, “likely”, “pfob
able”, MO NV—TOFEAITIIZ, “it seems (that).”, - “it is
possbile (that) .” DX RET, FkPWEMRZLZ &, BENIK
B BRYFPRI L EETE HRTHDICHVOND, .
FARTREINS 22DV — TR BrEH OFEEERT, BRI 2 58
ZRT, ENTNOTNV—TIRT BEAH AL TRHROBREE R,
EHIZTODT NV —THOMEEE 272\,

L. ZoD 7 ) — T OFERDOER
1.1 “seem”, “appear”, “look like” DZELR!

The Random House Dictionary of the English Language (RHD)
BUTOL I IZHRRTHD, ( “seem” DIH)

SEEM, APPEAR, LOOK refer to outward aspect which may or
may not be contrary to reality. SEEM is applied to that which
has an aspect of truth and probability: It seems warmer today.
APPEAR suggests the giving of an impression which may be
superficial or illusory: The house appears to be deserted. LOOK
more vividly suggests the use of the eye (literally or figura-

tively) or the aspect as perceived by the eye: She looked very
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much frightened.

1.2 “possible”, “likley”, “probable” @ ELR?
IhEETO 7Ly O 7EMpER] (F20R) LT L) s
Tw5, ( “likley” OIH)

likely &Y %9 7 Z &. FEEMIL probable |2%°%°45%. probable i
MHEE L IEE R B VDIERENE W L. possible N\ OFETT - BHX
OBF - LB - BRELEICELLTHNESLZ L a likely [a prob-
able, a possible] result BZ D Z97% [FFRIZEZZONS, &
209 D] KR

F 7o, ety — 4 — X3Efifei] 13 “probable” OETING=
DOFERB LT, FHIRIZEERZUTOL I ITBRRTWES,

75ui7=vy possbile, likely, probable & JERICHEEEIE L k5.

2. ZOO7NVv— T OFEAICHET HMEN., BRI REY
2.1 Kk, BE, BEOZ L2 EEL

(1) It seems that it will rain tomorrow.
(2) It appears that it will rain tomorrow.

(3) It looks like it will rain tomorrow.

(4) It is possible that it will rain tomorrow.

(5) It is likely that it will rain tomorrow.
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(6) It is probable that it will rain tomorrow.

(7) It seems that Tom is a student.
(8) It appears that Tom is a student.
(9) ?It looks like Tom is a student.

(10) It is possible that Tom is a student.
(11) It is likely that Tom is a student.
(12) It is probable that Tom is a student.

(13) It seems that he did it.
(14) It appears that he did it.
(15) It looks like he did it.

(16) It is possible that he did it.
(17) It is likely that he did it.
(18) It is probable that he did it.

22 FEEHIOILEFERD

(19) It seems that I am tired.
(20) It appears that I am tired.
(21) °It looks like I am tired.

(22) It is possible that I am tired.
(23) It is likely that I am tired.
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(24) 1t is probable that I am tired.

2.3 B3Iz b

(25) Does it seems that it will rain tomorrow?
(26) Does it apepar that it will rain tomorrow?

(27) Does it look like it will rain tomorrow?

(28) Is it possible that it will rain tomorrow?
(29) Is it likely that it will rain tomorrow?

(30) Is it probable that it will rain tomorrow?
24 BEXIZE S

(381) It does not seem that it will rain tomorrow.
(32) It does not appear that it will rain tomorrow.

(33) It does not look like it will rain tomorrow.

(34) It is not possible that it will rain tomorrow.
(385) It is not likely that it will rain tomorrow.

(36) It is not probable that it will rain tomorrow.
25 FHEIXOGEYESTEREZ S

(37) It seems that it will rain tomorrow, but I wonder whether

it really will.
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(38) It appears that it will rain tomorrow, but I wonder..

(39) It looks like that it will rain tomorrow, but I wonder..

(40) It is possible that it will rain tomorrow, but I wondet..
(41) (?)It is likely that it will rain tomorrow, but I wonder...

(42) (?)It is probable that it will rain tomorrow, but I wonder...

(41), (42) @ “likely”, “probable” D¥E ., WAL VT VDL,
AR OBFFEAL [V — & — ZEME] AR TWD & THITHEZIL,

“possible”, “likely”, “probable”, DNETHEEWIMHE L T, =
NHZORHWAEAIZIL “possible” DFBAIZERT, FHEEZF0E
BISEZ B EZDESVPENV-OTHL EEDLNS,

26 FHEIXOGEEZHIESTETE HWHEEND 5

(43) It seems that it will rain tomorrow, but I dont think it
will.
(44) ?It appears that it will rain tomorrow, but I don’t think ..

(45) ??It looks like it will rain tomorrow, but I don’t think ..

(46) It is possible that it will rain tomorrow, but I don’t think
it will.

(47) ?*It is likely that it will rain tomorrow, but I don't think
it will.

(48) ?*It is probable that it will rain tomorrow, but I don’t

think it will.
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(44), (45) @ “appear”, “look like” OBEABFELICL VWD, Zh
5id “seem” LILBL T, ®iiko> RHD OFHAIC L hif, “appear”,
“wmﬁm"@‘%ﬂ%hfﬂﬁiﬁ%@l?&ﬂ%%%i%LfB
) LWL o TEDEHICRRS] L) | TTRFEE ORERERE
RKIDT, ZD L) GHREHEREERS R\ “seem” LV, FHEIIHE
WCBRON-FEIRIZ LEZTRLEAVFRV O THLEED
Nb, 2B, “seem” 13d &b LITHERBREETEREZ L2 VA5,
AP D) HRERTOT, ZLOHAETAL LR LY AV S
5,

The World Book Dictionary WSULT DX HIZHE LTS, (“seem”
D)

Seem, appear mean to give the impression or have the outward
look of being something that it may or may not be in fact or re-
ality. Seem emphasizes the impression created; appear emphasizes

the outward looks: He appears pale but he seems not to be sick.

F7-. (47), (48) @ “likely”, “probable” D4, 5E B HA3hE
EHETEHVOE, GEEECICCVOLELENTHS L EDNL,
B EBA5 LB B ET 5T L id. EARS D LICHE AR
RRITI LR B,

3. ZODY N— T THER HIFKEEN, BRI
3.1 “to me” T L ENTE LY

(49) It seems to me that it will rain tomorrow.
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(50) It appears to me that it will rain tomorrow.

(51) It looks to me like it will rain tomorrow.

(52) *It is possible to me that it will rain tomorrow.
(53) *It is likely to me that it will rain tomorrow.

(54) *It is probable to me that it will rain tomorrow.

WEDO 7 N—TOEMITEETH 555, ZRIH LT, BEDINV—TF
DEIRTETH S, SO LFTEERTHDELI B “seem”,
“appear”, “look like”, B IZHED_DODFEMAIE 1.1 BXU 26 T
RzE S, FEICERAL, FEFE TR, LwIFBEOEBER
SERCH S, THE. “to me’ ( [RITIR] TRICE o TIR)) &
IEBEEANERTEILERTZOTR VP LEEDLNL S

fi ). “possible”, “likely”, “probable” i 1.2 B LU 25 TR~
LA, WHEIREZ pREEN, BERNATREELRLTEY ., FMEOH
T %L, FEOFBEIA-TELT, INVFBNLEHRTHHLE
Zhe FNL “to me” LIBTELRVWEEDLNS, FIBD T V—T D
FEANEBEES OB TRHE: EoF8. MABREORUIEHROH
BraeRTZ LIROFATRING,

FREDEEEY R ETC
(55) It {seems that,” appears that/ looks like} it will rain
soon.

(56) It is {possible,” likely,” probable} that it will rain soon.

WHOEESTEETH BH, BeTEELrESbE, (55) OF
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BEDGE, FhhRT VL) Thb, FEVFHATOBTR T, HEkT
AW THAb, ‘
=7V FOREFHREMATORHEITIE, (56) bR ST\ &
ITHbE, EBEHGOBETRZFETIIR L, BENLERTH LD
EEZOND,

3.2 “I think” &I LI LI TEE D

BIEIC “seem” & LOFALFHEL O LB, “possible” % £13Z I T
B L DFBERT LD, 20T £ “1 think” & oFkfEic
bRBLI NG,

(57) *I think it seems that it will rain tomorrow.
(58) *I think it appears that it will rain tomorrow.

(89) *I think it looks like it will rain tomorrow.

(60) I think it possible that it will rain tomorrow.
. (61) I think it likely that it will rain tomorrow.
(62) 1 think it probalbe that it will rain tomorrow.

“I think” ([FAZE S |, [FAEEZ %) & “seem”, “appear”, “look
like” LIZRZNFEEOH TRIAFIRS VY, FEOBRELRL
TWAHDT, CORBDFEOEHELRT LSR5, ZNL. oo
WIFHFBEOEBARTRIADVER L Z LR, REWNICR 5720/
RerEBbhs,

—77, (60)-(62) OXD “possible” 7 LIIEHEDEBEE S 2\
»T, ‘I think” EIRICHNTORHMICR S, BRLERIITE S
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EEZOND, FHEIIWEIRE DR, HEUIDH L L) %
HoTwaIkilh s, ' ~

COZLRFLTOBNCRSL L), MADT NV —TOFEAHIAETE
5T EEHATS,

(63) It seems possible that it will rain tomorrow.
(64) It seems likely that it will rain tomorrow.

(65) It seems probable that it will rain tormorrow.

(66) 1t appears possible that it will rain tomorrow.
(67) 1t appears likely that it will rain tomorrow.

(68) It appears probable that it will rain' tomorrow.

(69) *It looks like possible that it will rain tomorrow.
(70) *It looks like likely that it will rain tomorrrow.

(71) *It looks like probable that it will rain tomorrow.

“seem” 7 KIEEEEEL, M5 “possible” 3% TR VDT, &
B 7% 5\, B, “look like” IXHEBRE TRz E W) BRA VAT
HBDOT, %BO “possible” &L IFHETERZVWEITH S,

2
4. i

i

“seem”, “appear”, “look like” B X 1" “possible”, “likely”, “prob
able” D OO TNV —TFOFEMITIL, KBT L LT OMIERN. ZEEMN 2
BhHbHZ EER,
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a. #K, BIE, BEOZ L2RED
b. HEBHOI L2 EKED
c. BERIXIC% %
d BEXIZ%R 5
e. FEIIXOMEL HOHIBER B
f EERIXOMELT B AIEETE RS 5

R BB E LCROSOHET S NS,

a. BZEO T NV—TOEMIE “to me” LT EIENTEBI, 1
HEDOETELRV,

b. HiZD 7 NV— T DFEMAIE “I think” LHFET B EATTE RV,

BEOETE D,

ez ehs, MEOT V- TOEAL, FE, EIZEBELALH
CEYICHWONEH, BN V—TOFEMNE (MEICEDL) &HE
DH%, FBEEL, MFREO IV — TOEMIT L ) BER AR
EOCHKZETEZERAON 5, '

i#E :

1 SCTRZODZNV—TEOBECERLLZZEFENZOT, Th
5 OFEAM O BRI ILE N T v,

2 ZZOHHER Zo0 7 Vv—THOBENEH LS ZEDHB LD T,
IS DFEFABOFRIIGEC ALV,

3 “to me” IZBRHF, “to him” & &L HE,
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RRERREIL, R Y

JEIMR—EE (1991) [HECAPIRA<FER>] HARES 7

FRESERERISE (1988) [HEFEREEATRA] Kb

FLEEHE  (1996) [ “seem”, “appear”, “look like” & [ & liulj\
[E9 7211 [EREL bl 5 8 & UK EFEULIIZERT

— A .
[NEEET T 7Ly 7 EMp R 58 2 it 1987 /R
PRgEHE Y — 57— XICAIREI] WO 1984 Figeat
Collins COBUILD English Dictionary 1995. HarperCollins
Publishers
The Random House Dictionary of the English Language 1973. New
York: Random House.

The World Book Dictionary 1990. World Book, Inc.
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