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Rethinking Social Work from the Viewpoint of Post-colonial Studies:
The Dialogue Between Universalism and Indigenization

Haruhiko HOSHINO

The discourse in the field of social work has gradually converged towards a universally accepted definition, as
evinced by the consolidation efforts of international organizations (International Federation of Social Workers).
This universalization, however, contrasts markedly with Japan's adoption of Western social work theories in its
educational framework, a practice that occasionally engenders a perceived inadequacy in addressing clinical
complexities. This paper endeavors to scrutinize the prevailing dynamics surrounding social work through the lens
of postcolonial studies.

Until recently, numerous countries have mimicked the pedagogical structure of American and European social
work theory, often giving the impression of socio-academic colonization. Nonetheless, there has been an emerging
trend towards indigenization, where local spiritual elements are being integrated.

In the context of this paper, critical reflection becomes indispensable in facilitating a meaningful dialogue between

the universality of social work and the process of indigenization.
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