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A Research on Translating Personal Names,
Place Names and Object Names
from Modern Japanese Literature into Chinese:

Centering around Koser-nikki

Dai Qiujuan, Zhang Xiaoqgiang

Abstract: Historical research must be built on a sufficient foundation of
historical materials and literature, and Japanese studies are no exception.
Recently, with the improvement of Chinese scholars’ proficiency in
Japanese, it is not uncommon to directly use contemporary Japanese
literature for research. However, the utilization of modern Japanese
historical materials and literature is not comprehensive enough. The
situation is not only related to the emphasis on contemporary Japanese
history in China, but also due to the difficulty in interpreting modern
Japanese historical materials and literature. While many Chinese
scholars excel in interpreting modern Japanese historical materials and
literature, their work is often less known to those outside the academic
community. Therefore, focusing on the translation experience of
“Kosel-nikki (#79H72)" from Japanese to Chinese, this article discusses
the translation issues related to personal names, place names, and
object names expressed in Chinese or foreign language. And explores

cultural differences between Orient and Occident, and so on. Also,
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introduces various challenges in translating modern Japanese historical

materials and literature.

Key words: Modern, Japanese literature, Kosei-nikki (#1749 H 7,
Japanese-Chinese translation, Names of personal and

place and object.
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ONLINE ETYMOLOGY DICTIONARY. [diligencelo #F#L R
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TR HATEER O N4, #8 LW OERIEIZOWT
— AP AR & i—

HENZEIL [From the secondary French sense comes the old
useage of diligence for “public stage coach” (1742 ; dilly for
short), from a French shortening of carrosse de diligence.| T&
% (https://www.etymonline.com/word/diligence#etymonline_
v_8577. f#%HELH : 2022-09-11)

ONLINE ETYMOLOGY DICTIONARY. [orchestralo o
HAN%E [“area in an ancient theater for the chorus,” from Latin
orchestra, from Greek orkheéstra, semicircular space where the
chorus of dancers performed, with suffix -tra denoting place +
orkheisthai “to dance,” perhaps an intensive of erkhesthai “to go,
come,” but not all experts accept that (see Beekes).

In ancient Rome, orchestra referred to the place in the theater
reserved for senators and other dignitaries. Meaning “group of
musicians performing at a concert, opera, etc.” is recorded by
1720, so called because they occupy the position of the orchestra
relative to the stage ; that of “part of theater in front of the
stage” is from 1768 in English.] T® %, (https://www.
etymonline.com/word/orchestra#etymonline_v_7120. %

H :2022-09-11)
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