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New Public Management and Developmental State in South Korea’s Public Administration:
The Role of KCDC in Health Crisis Management
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Abstract

This study asks how dual-track characteristics of South Korea’s public administration has
worked focusing on the field of health crisis management. Previous studies in public administration
have pointed out the dual-track characteristics of South Korea’s public administration: While
the nation has accepted the concept of new public management, the administrative methods of
developmental state has been resilient. Following the argument of those existing literature, this
study observes how the dual-track mode has worked in the field of health crisis management by
reviewing the launching and reforming processes of the Korean Centres for Disease Control and
Prevention (KCDC). The review in this study shows that, while the government has employed some
major methods of new public management in its administration, the developmental state mode of
South Korea'’s public administration has been resilient in the field of health crisis management. This
study also points out that the Presidents have played the role in determining the administrative
methods employed in health crisis management field.
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