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Measurement of Decision-making with Respect to Medical Practices by Japanese

Momoyo OHKI

The purpose of this study is to investigate the autonomy preference of the Japanese, particularly with
regard to decision-makingl DM0 in clinical settings and aso to develop an instrument for measuring this
DM preference. The subjects were a representative sample of the Japanese population and comprised 3110
individuals selected using a two stage-stratified sampling of 4500 people in Japan. The questionnaire com-
prised 19 DM question items based on 5 hypothetical clinical vignettes with different severities as well as
DM preference in general.

The factor analysis identified three mgjor factors, based on which 18 items were selected from the original
19 items. The result reveals that unlike the information seeking scores, the DM scores for all the cases
were not high. Some DM scores in the setting of “terminal cancer” were higher than those in the other set-
tings. Lower DM scores were also associated with older age. A multiple regression analysis identified sev-
era factorsfor predicting DM in the “terminal cancer setting.” It showed that higher DM scores in cerebra
vascular accidents (CVAS), in hemiparesis after CVAS, at a younger age, at higher education levels, and in
general proved to be the significant predictors of higher terminal cancer scores.

Key words: decision makingd autonomy[ clinical settingsC] terminal cancerd informed consent
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