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Issues and Problems with the New Course of Study for
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The encouragement of
"communication" can often mean the
promotion of language production
with little regard for the content of

communication taking place.
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English language teaching
(ELT) is not merely a matter of
training students in a
particular set of skills. Rather
the occupation of ELT is
profoundly imbued with values,
and these values furthermore
are complex and riven with

dilemmas and conflict.
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An innovation may require change
on three different levels: content,
methodology, and attitudes. It is
easier for teachers to change the
content of their teaching than to
change their behaviour and easier
for them to change their behaviour
than to change their attitudes or

values.
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It is necessary to analyse the
context of an innovation in order to
judge whether it is likely to be
adopted. The context involves not
only the classroom and the schools,
but also the educational system, the
political system, the cultural system,

etc.
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The new policy or innovation as a
set of materials and resources is the
most visible aspect of change, and
the easiest to employ, but only
literally. Change in teaching
approach or style in using materials
presents greater difficulty:-.

Changes in belief are even more
difficult. They challenge the core
values held by individuals regarding

the purposes of education.
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In summary, the purpose of
acknowledging the objective reality
of change lies in the recognition
that they are new policies and
programs "out there" and that they
may be more or less specific in

terms of what they imply for

changes in materials, teaching
practices, and beliefs. The real
crunch comes in the relationships
between these new programs or
policies and the thousands of
subjective realities embedded in
people's individual and
organizational contexts and their
personal histories. How these
subjective realities are addressed or
ignored is crucial for whether
potential changes become
meaningful at the level of individual

use and effectiveness.
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