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A Review of Studies on Youth and Youth-Culture in Post-War Japan

Koichi ICHIKAWA

The purpose of this paper is to review books, articles and essays on youth and youth-culture in post-war
Japan. People born after World Warare divided into four generations, according to the time when they
become adolescent.1960s: Dankai-no-Sedai (first baby boomer in post-war period), 'K930irake-

Sedai (apathy generation), 198&hinjinrui-Sedai (new-species generation), 18$ankai-junior Sedai
(second baby boomer in post-war period).

Characteristics of each generation are described as follows: Dankai-no-sedai: spirit of resistance and
protest, Shirake-Sedai: apathy and moratorium, Shinjinrui-Sedai: super-individualistic, ego-centric, Dankai-
junior-Sedai: indifferent to others, lack of imagination.

These characteristics and traits have been gradually generalized as those of common Japanese in later
times. And Japanese mass-culture has been influenced by youth-culture. Youth and youth-culture is a sig-
nificant indication of future images of people and culture in general. It is the reason why we examine the

changes of these features.
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