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Love and the Nation-Society in Shufu-no-Tomo (Housewives’ Companion)
in the Pre-War Period

Meiko OTSUKA

Recently the Japanese urban family after the late Meiji period has been illustrated, in terms of its mother-
child relationship and the stress on family affection, as a type of Modern Family. Taking this view, | have
tried in some previous papers to analyze Japanese Modern Family through one of the best-selling maga-
Is the
Japanese modern conjugal love very much alike its source, the Western romantic love ideology, or not?

zines “Shufu no Tomo (Housewives’ Companion)”, especially its husband-wife relationship.

In this paper, | focus on how the magazine in the pre-war period looked on the problem of divorce and
show that its concept of love, closely related its nationalism, was very different from romantic love as well

as what we think of it today.
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