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Establishment of Intersubjectivity between Children and Picture Books

lwao TSUNODA

Children foster an intersubjective relationship with picture books from an early period as they do in their
relationship with their parents or guardians.

Infants perform various physical actions with picture books. They become intimate with picture books by
showing their physical expressions towards the images in picture books.

To children, a protagonist who is depicted positively in a picture books is the image of they themselves,
and at the same time, the viewpoint of others. Children appreciate (understand) picture books with their
companions, and they start to enjoy “pretended play” through stories in the books.

Gradually, children become capable of appreciating (understading) picture books from just the images in
them.

Picture books are created from the live pathos of the author, and children live their own live pathos
through picture books.

This is how children construct intersubjectivity form picture books.
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