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Usefulness of a psychology proficiency test to evaluate psychology education:
A study at a small psychology college

Tazumi Tooru, Ishihara Shunichi, Shimahara Eiko,
Taniguchi Makiko, Niimi Hidekazu, Sumiya Masashi,
Li Yan, Takahashi Shu, and Takahashi Keiko

This study sought to reveal the association between results on a psychology proficiency test (PPT) and
academic performance in psychology courses of students studying psychology at a small local college.
This study controlled for factors of metacognition and motivation to achieve that are presumably
related to results on the PPT. Two scores served as indicators of performance in psychology courses.
These scores were calculated for students taking psychology courses, which included those courses
with content related to the five courses in the A domain of the PPT. One score was the number of
courses in which students earned credit, and the other was the score for courses in which students did
not earn credit (treated as 0). The average score in psychology courses was calculated. Based on that
score, the residual error was predicted (the controlled score in psychology courses). Also determined
was the number of courses in the A domain taken by students who passed the PPT. Multiple
regression analysis revealed that the number of psychology courses in which a student earned credit
and the controlled score were factors closely associated with the number of courses taken by students
who passed the PPT. These results suggest that the PPT is useful as an indicator to evaluate
psychology education. In more specific terms, the PPT confirmed the validity of the psychology
curriculum at the college and it confirmed the reliability of college transcripts in terms of the
psychological expertise that students had gained.

Key words : evaluation of psychology education, usefulness of a psychology proficiency test, reliability
of college transcripts, validity of a psychology curriculum
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