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The mere exposure effect in choosing merchandise (3):
A reexamination of the influence of response inhibition.

Nobuo USUI, Daisuke YOSHINO, Akiko KAMADA

Yoshino, Kamada, & Usui (2011) noted the possibility that inhibitory processing of repeated stimuli
might eliminate the mere exposure effect when choosing merchandise. The present study examined
this possibility using a similar target detection task that involved response inhibition (a Go/No-go task).
In the current experiment, target stimuli differed from those used by Yoshino et al. (2011) in that
stimuli from one of the five product categories served as the target. Results indicated that repeated
exposure did not increase preferences for products. In other words, the target detection task was found
to eliminate the mere exposure effect. The current work discusses how response inhibition affects the
mere exposure effect.

Key words : mere exposure effect, response inhibition, merchandise, preference, target detection task,
Go/No-go task.
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