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The relation between phonological working memory
capacity and vocabulary and listening comprehension by
Japanese language learners at novice to beginner level

Michiko Fukuda - Reiko Sato

The present study examined the relation between phonological
working memory capacity (PWMC) and vocabulary or listening
comprehension ability by Japanese language learners from the initial
stage of learning to after three months learning. Previous studies
indicated that the PWMC, measured by a non-word repetition task, has
a relation with vocabulary by children and listening comprehension by
adult Japanese learners.

We conducted an experiment to 18 graduate- and exchange-program
students. Most of them showed a significant increase in their scores
of the PWMC. The results showed some relation between the PWMC
and vocabulary, but no relation between the PWMC and listening
comprehension.

The results indicated that the students’ ability to keep Japanese
phonemes for a short period and to repeat them correctly increased.
As indicated in the case of the vocabulary, the adult Japanese language
learners behaved similarly to children. We argue that the PWMC in
the early stage of language learning may predict the future ability of

their vocabulary.
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1. FUBIC

FHREEIRCEIL, AR OEFFEHRO RS - MBI ) 27 4
THY, PEPREENFRE LHETHE (e.g., Gathercole & Willis,
Emslie,& Baddeley, 1992) 5555 (Hu, 2003) O#H L\ EGEDE
EOBEPIER SN TV D, HARFEZFET 2 ANE, RE2EET 5
B E_SHEEETLRELAKICSHEOEHRRLIIH L LIRS
&L ARRDOBRDPALNL Z LW TMTE L. 720 BADHARFEFH
Faege Lzmmb (2009) Tid, HAGFOMML NIVIZEL TR
FERBECBCCHEHRERRE (i EEaEiiEl cvwoH
FBEHVTWLA, AW [EHHEMEERE] LR OrIIEEY
MM OTR I 3T 2 & ENTwb, PllE%sT 2, AR TIE, &
HIZMATHHEOMRE AL Z L L L7z

2. RITHE
2—1. SHENFEEEE

AfETld, SHEMEBREIZEBERE (working memory) O Tz
AT L THDHEMHIV—7F (phonological loop) DHEREZIRTHDET S
(55, 2008) o FHAIEHIZMD LT EZ0F FREL TV LA, #
TV /N—H) (articulatory rehearsal) &4 2 & CTREEIEERAIRIL &
WRFEFE NS, L SN T2, HHIESRCEIC L 2 5 HHROLEIC
BILClid, 2= (2009) ASPEBRCIE OB 2 & IEREFERFEREE QLRI &
LHEFEOGEFOEMERFOTOLAZRD LT LD TWVD, [
T, HEFEOEFAME ., (FBIREICEHEE T 5. 2 LC. E#RE
WHPER L 7 E BRI R S T 5. T OB, (EBIRCIEICEHRIEHE
LTI T A 70t R EFHT L 7t 23, EMREEOSHMRC
HZBNTWDzH, BEOFEHMEORELZTH I L1l k b,
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OF, TS 2O RT, EBREOTHERSHELTCLE ) &,
BEIZRET 5] (352009 :226)0 X)) RiFE LS 2. BHOE
BIRCIE O BE D ALK Il 3 5 )7k & L C. Gathercole & Baddeley
(1996) A pH%E L 72 Jd s H o JEH R AE R (Children's test of non-
word repetition) 23 1), THFEL L OWETIESHWLEN TS, 20
P, BEERICIER SN b bHar OBk 2§ CI2#E ) &
LTHEET 20720, ZOREPNREDLYSHEOFRAHR T &I
L. BHEERIEORIOBRS 2 KH§ % L T2 (Baddeley,
Gathercole, & Papagno, 1998), AW %% T %, Gathercole & Baddeley
(1996) %= ZEZF%E L 72 H ARS8 & H 0 IR HEE R E & H Tl

EEXIT) o

2—2. BAEBFEBEENSHEM EFTBRR EOMR

BANBAFEAEFICHE LT, SHNEELE 2 &S LB/
DEBWROIEE L OBIRZ 3 » H RIS THEWIIZ8 > 223 1AL
(2009) 23d V) . FEEHAVEBYRCIR L B M OB & Gt o B % FL]
FTRHEBRENT WD, 72720, KR THEERRDIEFRED—2 LTS
FRIIEIN TRV, MADHARFEAEE ICB T, F#HERR
B FHER 2L OfFEE S L OBEFY S 2, BB & FRE
AP B & OB E OFRSREIM S Omg 2 it § 2 2 & a°
TEhLEERXLN D,

Dbzsgz, RMETEIUTO2 M2 TLI 2 HIYET
%o OAMMOEHIEBRLEORIIIHAREOERICHE N, k)
ZEALS B2 @A OFBRMFBIRCEOBETIE 3 71 H hofEsE s
B LT & B D B o
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3. A&
3—1. s
HAENOHTRAKY (LT, TRY) OFBERAFE - KFRETH -
720 1EIHIE28%, 2\ HIFI8H T, WIFNOFAEIZSSML 7218% %
TR G E L7z, B a—a v X, W7 VT8O TH o7z, B
BIWCIE, ATy b T YR, 74 VTR AL A, TTVANYTY —,
FAL NSFAY v, FHE, XN FL AR TT, T4V ES TV
Va7 NVAFFTH o7z, BERIESERE AT -7 Yk FA Y
. 7T AR YA UV —GE PERE. NXMFARE. A VP
P TR VX TR NUNVEE, LA TH o 7h, HEAERSE
IZEBED WL NIVOFEEMHE CTH 5 middl L Tz, 1 HHOH
BRI EERHER L 2 HUATH Y 102 HAFEAZEBIEDR S o 7275,
Wi AMIL NV TH o 72,

3—2. HERH

AL 2 %R L 72 1 H X, 20114F10H 11 ~ 18H T, K%¥#ToD
1B HAREZ B MG L AMUNTSH 572, 2 HIZ, 1 HIE2S 3 %
H~4 » A5 L 722012422 H 3~ 29H TH - 72,

3—3. BEENDAEAE

7 A ME, & TTREOHE TRHNIFEN S 7z,

LREE, ECoICERER R Fim. HASDS L OEFROFEHEE,
AARFEOXF O &2 M) BRMEZT o 72, TOR, FEHFHE
R EAT o 720 BURIIIFETIT o 720 WERIIF 50 TH - 726

2 HORREIX 3 TH > 720 HAFEEH ORIRFE &I T
LREERE#EZM D T ¥ — MEOR, IFHEEEPRE, Fwl T
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AN, WS 7 A N EmBE NI, BEIIT A ML, BV TR=Z b
(self-paced) THo7272OSMA L AHH, WARLI0GFEE A | TEE
TI7 A MEIEORD &0 T200559TH - 720

3—4. BT X MNOMEEFhE

FEHGEK B (Non-word repetition task)

HY &S HOESREORNIZNET 22 L Th o7z,
MR AEHE 4 ~ 841 E CORI2HEDIFHGR. FH60:ETH o7z B
B2V, HORTIEHATES LS 2 RFS 5700, HAGERE
TIERBRIERLAED 3, 4 OFERO T S EBRIAFET 5 HFE % #iIR
L. SHEHOL T2 1 FHICBE S ¥ 5 2 & TRREF Wil (E
L7 6 ~8IMDFEIIEEREICLZLAVWEIFAR LA 3% 7
A HREOIFHFE R M AL D TR L7z, Fikdn (s - B - 5E)
EEURLE T HVEEE0FE T OHE L. MBI T v & 40
b L)Y SNz,

=1 FFHFEREREOMEHG
Rk L RN &
441 [ brhb (o k
541 | H L Abt WHENEA
641 | ETIART W) BTz
TH | D DPVOHRTH AmFESTHAL
81 | THhVEDIILT RI2EFTETAT

ThHiEx MEICIE, BIZAEESTELREITRIEYESTZ &
BHORL, FOHK, HIBORL L 3OOHETHE #1772, JFH
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FROER ANy N7+ Y CHEERIR L. SEI30 2 2 75k 2 115
THED R L 720 BIMEDEE L72EAIZICL 32— 4% — (OLYMPUS
Voice-Trek V-82) THkE &7z, KR, HAGERFEREE CHAGE
BHEORBRZ FFORER 2 40T s S -G R 2w TIE
LLEBETETWDLDE) ERA Lz, MEFMRDP—EL 206

HREEZH S 2B L TH#EzITV, —8S 872,

e 7 A b (Vocabulary test)
HW &0 )2 WEST 52 L Tholz,
MR AL T A RENROES T A bPicture Vocabulary
TestlZ % B\, HAFEMAER L7z [HAFERE ) RBLEERE o
AT 12EED VT4 ~ 2 E TOHFED H605HEE L7z, &Hh20553
DT, K, BE, BEFAONT C AREL, MAEEZETEILR
FTWHDEFEAL, I HAFEDHREFRE TAE] © TAE R
A=F] BEXOA Y5 —4v MZhHDbOH L7z, #HEOHK
b OB E D DONERIER7Z,
FhE& MEORRICIE/S—YF VT Ex—% (Panasonic f1H#
Let's Note CF-F8FWMC]S) %# MM L7z ZINEid 1 MiEmic 1 >3
ORREN LT WCHAB THIEZ AT 5 &) BoRS iz, 20
BEHREHFTOR=—ATAY 22— DL I —F =5 LTRD
RIREZH#E A 72, Picture Vocabulary TestlZ 7z S\, 6 [ l) TEZ
TE R, FEMHEZZRETHEENST A M 2205 LR
726
f# 5 A b (Listening comprehension test)

HWY ZINEOWEMEHAHET S22 L Tholz,
R A H AR SR S ONAENS L~V 5 2% 6 [H.
FI2RI A L CER L7z £ CTAIRMETH - 72 HHENS L
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LOPLEELWLDIZR D X ) B 72,

FThiEx HTEORRICENN=—VF VI E2a—F Ay F T4 V%
Hwizo ZEE,. 1 HOMEMEO K, MEAROEREICO% L
TIHE L7z

4. BREER
HHRRTEEI LR OB DEILIZ O W TR 5,
FRHEEAREORGRIE, 1 H L) b 2\ HOEER;EMEI LA
LTBY . e TR L7266 R AEEDNA LN (=486, p <001),
Fabb, KREOSNFIL, 37AOHAFKAEOMIZ, HAFOH
ARSI IEREICER & LTST 2080, 2 ) EHIFBRED
eI ol E B R o

100.0
71.6(14.5) 80.0(15.4)

80.0

60.0 -

40.0

20.0 -

0.0 -
1\ H 2[EH

M1 FEHEREFEOFHELE (FRARIRERE)

KT L DAL ETT 5o 1HH, 2HH & SHBAKRE 2D
(T EIEERPEL 2B AP RSN, B RE 2212 1HE
25 20 EANOIEER EAOMENRE Ve £ 2 THRET AW CIH L
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HCTOIEERDOEZ LB LR, ETOMIBWTHEEENRON
(F1ZH),

0 97.2% 96.8%
100.0% Tg5 5o 7
84.5% 81.9%
80.0% -
68.5% 7 69.9%
60.0% - 56.5% ) 54.2%
m1EH
O 36.0% @2 H
. (N
20.0% -
0.0% - . ; ; . .
44 51A 6141 74 84

2 FHEREFRE MIEOEERER

®1 HIEDEERDE -t E - BEHEX

it | ct |
44 53% 249 <05
541 122% 299 p<.05
641 135% 386 <01
740 134% 4.09 <01
841 182% 442 p<01
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e THEEOM A DEALE A Do IEFERIZOWTIFET LAH LIS
A 24728, 16441 A L 72e Z2bERIE - 3.3%~ 20.0%. FI39MEIL
4% TEMKMIIZ LA LAEERL L) T2, FHECHLTET Y ¥
DOESMARE TR L7728 25, r= 88 p<001& IEF I HHES 23
AONTce ThbE, 1TEBICIEERNRE - 72 FEEHEE 2HHE <,
LR HIZE D - 72228 ZE 2HH b H TV HOPR SN Lo 72 b ER
%o

20.0% 20.0% 20.0%

15.0%

10.0%

5.0% A

1.7%1.7%

0.0% -
14 15 16 17 18
-1.7%

-5.0% -3.3%

M3 zmER FEBREFREEEROEL

KIZVIERE (O) -AIEME (x) OZL2BE S 5. 1HHEx—=2HHEO,
DF) IHBIZIELSCEETE Do 2RHIEELLEETESL X
Ik o 72RRIE. 6 HALLEDRRIZE o 640 L TI8%4H 5 44 DL EATX
—OXo15kE, [72AD RS [PV DRTH] [ Zo2hS L
(W22 dehe ] [E2WELEDELL[THVEDIRILET] 27
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NI W] [ET o8R0 ] D8FETHL, 8FEDH LD 4
RIS THAHZ LS. 3HAOMIZHAFEOREWED DRI %}
Fr UIEREICHR D RS RED DS E L7222 A2 5 1HBICED XIS
SABRMOT-OPEBETH L, BIZTHUL EORWEEIHREIE A%
otz BEDHFICR 120D TDHENS V. BEOREBEEDT
Ehmoizhy MW BWIIRIEATE T THREFFOEEZHESE L TW
) IR POEERIFTE R o 2T RMENEZ 5N b, Fitkin%
GOPEDPEVIBENOEHRD L 8FEDH L IFHFIREVSZTEIN TN,
CREFEL ST, 3HHDI BICFEEMEE ORI L LN TE S
Lok B T LIRTELRVY, FAROHSSMOREHRI (B,
BEE) ICALNRWI EIRBEREV, BT, 37 HOMIZE  0FH
H TR ORNI A H W CTIE LS IETE 2 X)) Ik o2 L
LTREEDPETFON, FLEVEOEMTYIEL REELODIE LWEEE
ETARENBIMELIZE VL, 2B, 5HLUETIHHEO—2MEH X

L [HDE021b ] [hE6ENoR] O2FETH o727 Hil
WS A TIE RV,

KRIZ 1 H OIEHREEERE L 2 HORD 7 A N H#h T A b
LR E A D TOHIIZL - T AMHOEHRERRLEORET) &
ZOROFEFET. WHIE OBRIHO 0L h D, ET Y ¥ O
FREAEGL L7 2A, B EOMICIE r= AAEMHABHRLNIZDT,
IAREME 2 To /o 2 A, HFENALNZ, /2. T & ORI
Zr= 38LFFVHIBA AL Nz THEMBRE T2 2, AR
Tl %zdrolz, bbb, ERHIMEEIRIEDRR & 37 Atk L
DN ED D 5 T REMEATRIE S L7=A5. 3 7 HIEOREE )1 & DIz
BRALRDSA BN Do 7z FEATIISE TIXANERIREICB VT, H5EH O
HHIEBIRCIE O BE /1 28— e I @ R O 2 Tl 5 & v ) KR
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HTTRDED, RADHES ZOWEI RSNz E VR 5. TR
WZBIL Ty il (2009) TIAEHEATEEIRCE & ORIRAVR STV 7275,
AR TIERRDHERE B o7 HRATEZOHEBIINS P TIEZR V.

5. $EHESHRDRE

HAFHROBGICHE . SHIEBREORD LM ET 2K PHoh
720 BMADEZESHTFET KIS BESHOEHNF 2R 1k
TEICER L, EFELTHT DRIV ETLEF 25, £72. AMB
DOFFHIEERLROREN X, 3 » RO & ORIRAVRIZ S 722,
WL OMIZEA SN R o7z, GHROTISHEWEZITH) 2 LT,
NIRRT L o 7o ERERE L OBROE LR B L L L7z,
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