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Translators of Culture: Julius’ Geopolitics in 74he Conjure Woman
Nari Morimoto

In this thesis, I am examining where people stand in translating their
cultures; they are inevitably confronted with a cultural and linguistic
paradox—the impossibility (in Homi Bhabha's term, “liminality”) of
translation. Every culture in the world has its own essence, which
cannot be translated. On the other hand, even if it were not for the
untranslatable essence, the culture could not be translated either;
lack of the essence could not produce any differences between the
translated culture—the object of translation—and the translating
culture—the subject of translation. Where there were no differences
between two cultures (or, languages), there would not be any need for
their translations.

In The Conjure Woman, Charles Chesnutt, its author, is dealing with
the same problem: how Southerners can describe their antebellum
culture to Northerners. The narrator called Julius, an ex-slave, tells
a lot about the “slavery South” to a Northern couple: John, a white
entrepreneur who admits no differences whatever of the slavery South
from the modern North, and his wife called Annie, who “feels” that the
former is “essentially” different from the latter. Whenever Julius talks,
he tries to stand between John and Annie in order to obtain some
benefits from them; this “in-betweenness” alone enables translators
of culture like Julius (and Chesnutt) to transcend the impossibility of

translation in a “limited” time.
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After we'd shouted in
every dialect we had among
us, he replied in Tuareg: The
master is gone, the crew is
gone, I am here and I am
painting the ship.. —Thomas
Pynchon, 1.
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The object of my writings would be not so much the elevation
of the colored people as the elevation of the whites—for I consider
the unjust spirit of caste which is so insidious as to pervade a whole
nation, and so powerful as to subject a whole race and all connected
with it to scorn and social ostracism—I consider this a barrier to the
moral progress of the American people; and I would be one of the
first to head a determined, organized crusade against it. Not a fierce
indiscriminate onslaught; not an appeal to force, for this is something
that force can but slightly affect; but a moral revolution which must
be brought about in a different manner. The Abolition[ist]s stirred
up public opinion in behalf of the slave, by appealing in trumpet
tones to those principles of justice and humanity which were only
lying dormant in the northern heart. The iron hand of power set
the slave free from personal bondage, and by admitting him to the
rights of citizenship—the ballot, education—is fast freeing him from
the greater bondage of ignorance. But the subtle almost indefinable
feeling of repulsion toward the negro, which is common to most
Americans—and easily enough accounted for—, cannot be stormed
and taken by assault; the garrison will not capitulate: so their position
must be mined, and we will find ourselves in their midst before they
think it. ( Journals 139-40)

ANV = WA R AV 2=7 Henry Louis Gates Jr. 23154
FTA5EIIC. COBEMEROENIZIE [EHWA S 77— “military
metaphors” | ZMEH ENTWAEA, T THEETREEE) L [HE
73 force] HEESNODLMEINT VS, MESNOOLHEISN
T, ) ZeThsb (116). FxAF v NI, HHEITIE
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BT, BAGEEORSEZEE LAIcm L L7225, AAOEEHR
WCHA D) NEAIERIKATF AN T O IME SN TN L. [TV T 7
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And if Judge Tourgee [sic], with his necessarily limited
intercourse with colored people, and with his limited stay in the
South, can write such interesting descriptions, such vivid pictures
of Southern life and character as to make himself rich and famous,
why could not a colored man, who has lived among colored people all
his life; who is familiar with their habits, their ruling passions, their
prejudices; their whole moral and social condition; their public and
private ambitions; their religious tendencies and habits; —why could
not a colored man who knew all this, and who, besides, had possessed
such opportunities for observation and conversation with the better
class of white men in the south as to understand their modes of
thinking [...]. (Journals 125)

CCIEWTATIVESL Y - ¥ —T— Albion Tourgée HIFFH & IZHA
CEANMAROERE 2N LS8 &) EEtkSFHBomEIcIiTE, 2
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18994725 72,

Tk L7z, 2o [EEECoR] BAROFHERICB R
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It occurred to me that I might find what I wanted in some one of
our own Southern States. It was a sufficient time after the war for
conditions in the South to have become somewhat settled; and I was
enough of a pioneer to start a new industry, if I could not find a place
where grape-culture had been tried. I wrote to a cousin who had gone
into the turpentine business in central North Carolina. He assured me,
in response to my inquiries, that no better place could be found in the
South than the State and neighborhood where he lived; the climate
was perfect for health, and, in conjunction with the soil, ideal for
grape-culture; labor was cheap, and land could be bought for a mere

song. (31)

Va ik [EROKMEIZE & enough of a pioneer ], 72 THOEFE W
FNAFINTIET P EEHEH L T2 T, BAEL T FEOHE
EELD, RICEDERDM D Rro728 LT, BHEDZR\ Wl & 55
BZAHLTHLVERZHO 5o Twb, MRIZEAIL %
BIEFFICa A ME#ROE W, BEIR [V F—] 2D TH b,

SHIERIREEYavo [HB] 1T8Th o, FHii [IKE++ 7
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2 AHMELZDOTIE AL, [HME] 2825012688 7% [H%]
DERTH 5D,

““The difficulty of dealing with transformations so many-sided as
those which all existences have undergone, or are undergoing, is such
as to make a complete and deductive interpretation almost hopeless.
So to grasp the total process of redistribution of matter and motion
as to see simultaneously its several necessary results in their actual
interdependence is scarcely possible. There is, however, a mode of
rendering the process as a whole tolerably comprehensible. Though
the genesis of the rearrangement of every evolving aggregate is in

itself one, it presents to our intelligence’”~ — (94-95)

Ya v Z OAR%Z [ philosophy| O ARZ L FHW T 2 720572
B WEDPSHET 2L, 2hdn—<HBROBEEZLV I LT 4 7 A
Lucretius OB AWM L 72 DL EZ 5N DS FREDK LTI,
CONyE=VDY = AR THL, BLH, TOXLEIF = A
F v NP HSONEORE X RT72OICEAWEL72 DDA H )
7 LT 4 ARWEO [HKRZAL transformation(s)| %, [55%] AYIC
TIEA < TRHE] BICEEL &9 & LAE#ETH D, AlE (&
D7t R) 1F, ENETRRGRY /NS GEIL7 [HhoZ ] oM
BACTHD, LAl 20 [BhoZft] i$Fkc AHORWIRTIRBIgT
ER A

And raiment, hung by surf-beat shore, grows moist,
The same, spread out before the sun, will dry;

Yet no one saw how sank the moisture in,

Nor how by heat off-driven. Thus we know,

That moisture is dispersed about in bits

-121-



WHRE BRIt #2717

Too small for eyes to see. Another case:

A ring upon the finger thins away

Along the under side, with years and suns;

The drippings from the eaves will scoop the stone;
The hooked ploughshare, though of iron, wastes
Amid the fields insidiously. We view

The rock-paved highways worn by many feet;
And at the gates the brazen statues show

Their right hands leaner from the frequent touch
Of wayfarers innumerable who greet.

We see how wearing-down hath minished these,
But just what motes depart at any time,

The envious nature of vision bars our sight.
Lastly whatever days and nature add

Little by little, constraining things to grow

In due proportion, no gaze however keen

Of these our eyes hath watched and known. No more
Can we observe what's lost at any time,

When things wax old with eld and foul decay,

Or when salt seas eat under beetling crags.

Thus Nature ever by unseen bodies works. (Lucretius 9-10)

O HBETELRVPHEIHFIETLDD] OZ L 2HT 572012
VI LT AT ARRLHTON [HT] Thb, LL2BBITSIZERIE,
W7 L7 a oA ERFFoR] DEREHEROEH] Lw) 2k
B0 2T LT, BEEFIHLANy =V I3 56T 302
AV ME TIREIZTPDHLEPNTWS “presented in the simplest
and most lucid form” | TH 2 (95), 2F . YaryEgVvrsrvr4 v
A BRI L2EHERE., [M] 2 [l lwvof [0 ]
EROLVANITOH D, L) el
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Some of these stories are quaintly humorous; others wildly
extravagant, revealing the Oriental cast of the negro's imagination;
while others, poured freely into the sympathetic ear of a Northern-
bred woman, disclose many a tragic incident of the darker side of

slavery. (46)

CDEHIZ, YarviRTaYTADRELFHEEZ2D A TITHHLT
Wh, —DIEL—FETDHE0D, b)) —D2ZBADFEHEEEZRT S D,
wHEO—23dLE O AN LD [ &) power of sympathy | IZFFz
PFBLLDTHLH, 2FNIE, TNTNDIESHFET L)% OFFiliz T
LTBY AT VA A TRBANG] 12EDNTETE—JIHETIZY)
NIETTWEDIFTIE W, 2w 2 k7,

L2, Va2 ) 7T ARG % [HEER Oriental] &AL TH W
HZOT, Pary [BAODAT VLAY AT] oI R TH D LI
STLOEEL VALY L, ZOBED [BAOHEN] b (4
K G#EZ) W] 2b0TE%d, REOHMBKREEEL TESLLTE
[BIE] 25 2b072, £2a VIFHKLTW2DTHL, [bne
AT T A =] WELCER [V — 2 XA ESADEE “Mars Jeems's
Nightmare” | ®EHEIZIZLLT OFEEDH %o
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We found old Julius very useful when we moved to our new
residence. He had a thorough knowledge of the neighborhood, was
familiar with the roads and the watercourses, knew the qualities of
the various soils and what they would produce, and where the best
hunting and fishing were to be had. He was a marvelous hand in
the management of horses and dogs, with whose mental processes
he manifested a greater familiarity than mere use would seem to
account for, though it was doubtless due to the simplicity of a life
that had kept him close to nature. Toward my tract of land and
the things that were on it—the creeks, the swamps, the hills, the
meadows, the stones, the trees—he maintained a peculiar personal
attitude, that might be called predial rather than proprietary. He had
been accustomed, until long after middle life, to look upon himself as
the property of another. When this relation was no longer possible,
owing to the war, and to his master’s death and the dispersion of the
family, he had been unable to break off entirely the mental habits of
a lifetime, but had attached himself to the old plantation, of which he
seemed to consider himself an appurtenance. We found him useful in
many ways and entertaining in others, and my wife and I took quite a
fancy to him. (55)

JaroaoirTid, Y2 7 AD [HEtEM predial, appurtenance | &
By oBK [RE] 1B oMb T, [ZOBESEEIIERT
X 5 TW7Z2\» had been unable to break off entirely the mental habits
of a lifetime] 721775, £ WwWH T ETHD, EBE, Yariilinvnd
BE2SHTH L BT “by the light of reason” ] W5 % H
HEH, V2T A [H#HR] ##HLEATHDTH D (“Sis' Becky's
Pickaninny” 83)s ANIFF#TIEDLAH) L EVWEzTHUEEDbN L, &
NBTarO5niznwileThi,
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oA =] CHETDL [ EUTOL) %L DTH D, BEEITIGE
K OREE DO KER T, EARDY 7 1 — 1382 0ETH 5 72171
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HFoMz TR 2ETL) L LAZEADRZORZY D EIL, B4
bo WEELIT=—13ROEEMY , EEIZHENTHATLE). 0
£912, Y2 T A0 [Wf] 3&T, u—<EROFAT T4 717
A Ovid Zflithe 882 K& ] WilkoThHb, NHH [R] I2£Y
THDEN, TOEFIRENZDOICLEFY, - ko [RE]
EZILL 2o T, [R] BMEOHEAB D ma i L. [ 2390
SNER SN D EAMDHESN, - EROHEKE TIEHE5I2ENS
mutilated ], °

BUONY 3 AZZ0FEF% TR Tw5 absurd] & —%I2fF3 25,
el iddEw, TR ICE D “a very sympathetic turn of mind” ] 7
Z—l3RELEEEZT, [ hbwZ ) %7 =— 1 “Poor Teniel"] &
M5 (45, 53) 22 T7=—ld (W71 —Tidzl,) 7=—I2 [
& —fb] LTWaD7RER, ZNTIE— MR- 2725 &4 O T
WLDIEA )M ?

VaN)TAD [PbnE) e r7a—1 L) RGO L & oh
Fx2Eo7201F, T2—0OHLEETH -7,

One day my wife requested me to build her a new kitchen. The
house erected by us, when we first came to live upon the vineyard,
contained a very conveniently arranged kitchen; but for some occult
reason my wife wanted a kitchen in the back yard, apart from the
dwelling-house, after the usual Southern fashion. Of course I had to
build it. (44-45)

—125-



WHRE BRIt #2717

Tarer=—2E50THMEIETTIEEINY DL DZ0, T=—IF
[EEBOMERE] (ICHlo 7z, BB EIZHENIC R o TWwEHEbIZLVnEW
IDIET [ HEZD L) BTN ER LD D DP0IE55 05 %\ for some
occult reason] D7ENS, BZH L, 72— 3 MoH 3wz 12, [M
eV THORE ] 2WEAY, BEHRO) BIZORELZITTL
FHIDTHAHHo ) BIUT, WRIZT A WEEOKRER7 1) T
2+ 7+ —2 F— William Faulkner O/NICEY T 5 [#EICZ 72D
DVFEXZ] AW, Vv Fq v AT NI D TH DI, D
[BWEIZCZDHLYTEL] L) RHICBWT, T=—ld7=—¢—%L
TWb,

Ta) T ADEOEINE, YT — 2B LT Eo 22T
TA—DMEPHLDT, ZORMEAMEHL &9 REEFETIW
J2wv, L) bDTHL, ZCOWMED) DIDEWT [HBIT] 13578
2V 7 — A ENTH, R FRICHMENSH 0T, FRIEY 3~
DOHPTIZBIEFRACTIE SN TS, TIA MEROBEVY 3 ViE, 20
FRAEPDIEL CET = —DEORMAETEI L LTWEY, Y2y
TAZY a YOFREZHEDTVLDTH %o

bEAAL VI LT A TAEREDOY a v b T hE. AEIHFARICE
HL. RMIZ%R2 2R EMIIH DR, 728 2 NHDPRIZED S
2L IAT, Vot ARIZRESTLEZIE, RKZKRTLAZRL, AB®
MEEZERL WA, Ik [ATE] OSUIRICERT L CAhb &, IR
BEFICE-T, BASHAANEECHEL TAH] 2o/, Zhif. &
LEADFHNIE > TWDLO% 5, ZREBEH & v [BO#EE]
DFEVTIER L, HABE, BAIEICENEZ LTV Rwr5TH D,
[#F:] & [BAE] ICMTOERD & v, #FidEd, BIERBAAELR
Dz, LT, TR [REEVoOR] vErNZRERD, Y a >
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D&% [FoH (AR, HFH)] »¥EL: Al 7Zo7207T
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Mzt LT REHOBNT = =133 2 ) 7 ADII S5 % T X
e EIEY a yOEfMEZT. —ER [V Y71 —olw] OfFfE
TBET DN, TOZ DR o TP v, fR. T=—13 [4&
THLOWAMCTHEIT 2o TELWV] &V a VIZBEL, ZicHWY 3
YREZORDITGL Do (72720, 7T=—3HTROBHTOEZ T H &
b EER\,) bz [RE] MREIEDLoTY [KRE]
bo3, @] E (B CRBEE 52T 5, COXIICEZL L
TATATAERET = LRELL, [BEFECoR] 7=—%., [K]
o7z 7 —123ED [3h] o Twa EliE L., o [#&
E] & (BEEY) HYPLZESEZHLES, Bt iit,
CITHARR I LD, [hbwEd BT —1 vt
TATATANEGYFEE T LT ) TADN, T=—RT=—564+ 71
TATAERED EEEIFA L2 O TWRLbIFTIER», Lw

ZETHBH, MHWEHWEEZT LD, 74T A TAEREHD
RO Z KO 57207217 T, 2oz [Hd] 1242 T,
KRR 2NV 7 LT A T AEFKELLOFLE ) T/ TLH
B0, FBE, V)T AORMEBIET = — L BIFRBREELZ L
TIE%<, (ZOBREFBELC.) BESN2FE KT Y a b HET
HED 2B IR0, Va v ORTFHRI, Va2 ) TAPLOKEY %
J727 =—d, ) FHRWET 5,

“John, there has been a split in the Sandy Run Colored Baptist
Church, on the temperance question. About half the members have

come out from the main body, and set up for themselves. Uncle Julius

is one of the seceders, and he came to me yesterday and asked if they
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might not hold their meetings in the old schoolhouse for the present.” (54)

MR RE temperance question| 7 & &) L O L ESIFICE
SHHOHL2TIE, 7T=—EYV a v ORY 22T FREES
ROYDIHEHT LI LE2ROTRL, 2HIWV) [TIT~YT 497
pragmatic 2 HBY] 255 & 212Dk, V2 7 A3 d6E M GEHITE
WOTALEAFRL CAELDTH D, Lod, YartwivrsLidg
DAEFHE, T2 X T4 T4 T RAEREOW A>T b
LELZOR, Va) TAIARREI L LD TH %,

LV DR, ZOWMEDPRHME &) [ ] T L2 3ULElRE &
FHTERwrLTHL, TIT, LRREDPZO>Z 0 [R5
limited ¥H1] I22WTO#FK%E, kI - /Y—/\ Homi Bhabha @ [
DT The Location of Culture] 7»55|IHLTB I 9,

This liminality of migrant experience is no less a transitional
phenomenon than a translational one; there is no resolution to it
because the two conditions are ambivalently enjoined in the ‘survival
of migrant life. Living in the interstices of Lucretius and Ovid, caught
in-between a ‘nativist’, even nationalist, atavism and a postcolonial
metropolitan assimilation, the subject of cultural difference becomes
a problem that Walter Benjamin has described as the irresolution, or
liminality, of ‘translation’, the element of resistance in the process
of transformation, ‘that element in a translation which does not lend
itself to translation’. (321)

HHXA (HBWVIIEH) ZWRTHLE, AT 4 T4 T AERKDIL
B DU, BRI 2 50 &) DId. ZOIALIZIEFIERAT
BeZ [AE] AT AR D07, TORIZ, & 5Lz Hl
RTBEE, VI LT AT AERDVIHII o T, FRRIIATRRIC %

- 128 -



AL ZEIRT 2 A% L BN OR] 125105 Y 1) 7 2 OB F g

Bo LV DI, ZOALITIEFIRATRE.R [RE] PFEELEWI &
W50 57, BFRATRRZ [AE] Pavbil, 2o3bo&iaid
FFEO I =% — TS 2 & F o 2 L2 b . WS bIcE#IER
FTRE [ZE| Pl lhb, IhoxFlos e, FRRDPTREICLZLD
E. WSALICEIRRA T e+ 7 4 74 T AR [HE] Kb L xi
DM, FIH)LEERIIAOLCIERLETHREEFRLCLEI LY L
74 AW [FEAL/ A—t] 2B 2HE72T72, Lvw) 2 Llilh b,

FIRRE VO AIT 23, 2B 2 [RIFRAWREZ b 0] O
HHRICLCHOTIRIC R D, SDEI% [N Fy 7 A, HH0id
[FRFE liminality | 38 2 Dl b TEEGR ] BUICIE. ROY I UAFH &
I, FIFUIATEETH S LA L, BIER [FEE] o¥Tid, ZoRH
BRI R TH B0 D P2 ) TADNLGOHRHICH 57259
2 FEBEORERIZIE THI] R EWENSETH 5. 2O HIWIZIANT T
ORI TR 2 &4 (BH) LTHOTHRRICZL2DTH), £
DL x, FWHREL THEOME in a limited time] FRATEELEOES 25
HHIWCZ 5. [FEHF] oL~ Tid, TREME] 2 RevwEHicLil
E, AEATEEZ R $2v, o T, FATrT—VEELTE 2L,
[FFROBMIIHERTH S]] L) T il b,

ZFLT, BAREZ L2, F o AF Y MIISRVEDH S TY TIZ,
ROEFEE ZOWEDO FHEIZR DO NT WD, 7206 2%, LA
TH5HELEARICHTIATEH ), BATHLLEEBEIIAHATOH LT =
AF v MiE, 18804E5 A29H D HFR T [HEICHA R E 7259 %]
g VE LISRIE L TWzo72, BT 2 I AORR % B B <
2ol BHETIHERATEEZ [(HAD) BHL] 12 [~X] o)
THWRAAR [HWEE LT E% 5% must be mined|. &o F
TR ONTE T 4 T4 7 ATFE (NEBORE R % BF LT
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SNBIHEL ZND D 572D RAENEREZE TR VA O [
NIRRT, TNTHRZZLEFH LT, b o Liilons L7 4
T AEHFEE (NENERZHEBL N2V b 00, EREHRD FHuwv
N) @ TR 200HT. TNZLD, FxAFy MPHRETEY L,
[V O] THEEL ThE [H#E] 72572072,

1 THH] & [FE] PHIeThrbro 2, ZN6 52 Wi s+
L9 ETHT A) ABFEERITNO LIS L TWwWiz, ZoOREEE
WY MERIES T2 O BUET %% Y 3 ~ - 1 —)L X John Rawls
® [1E3% justice] DEFKTH b,

I shall maintain instead that the persons in the initial situation
would choose two rather different principles: the first requires
equality in the assignment of basic rights and duties, while the second
holds that social and economic inequalities, for example inequalities
of wealth and authority, are just only if they result in compensating
benefits for everyone, and in particular for the least advantaged

members of society. (13)

ZITC, U= VAR, T ELRSNS [EE] OEHO-0I2IE
[“B& equality] & [AFEE inequalities] 2 M €21 FniE% 5
v, LD TWS,

2 DGR IER AR S F T ABAOREEZRAMS T, 77
NI+ ) v 71 Abraham Lincoln ASUEEMIFEERIZ 53 2 @ BHHE %
2 REEIZ ) v 7 - 7 % —F— Eric Foner @ [3EXKD
Sl The Fiery Trial] TEEL (b Twb,

3 ZOFIHES W) BTN RIEBGFET 25, T4
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T TNz [3CF9E D 2 literally ] ICFAZREITERLR D, [ IR
#12 figuratively ] IZFEA TWAo ZDWHRZ5 S OWLEOLEIC
WNTAHFrAFy bOGH EFRAAATZLDTH S @ “And Julius'
messily-conjured men proved America’'s ‘transformations to be
‘many-sided” and still in process— ‘undergone ‘- undergoing,
as John's philosophy book puts it” (Trodd 124) H 12, Z OB
BORERREE 2L REICHEH L7 Db H S - “To the degree
that meaning can be glimpsed in this philosophical thicket, it
seems to be something like this: reality is multifaceted, dynamic,
and interconnected, and for these reasons it does not yield easily
to rational understanding” (McWilliams 91)s L 2*L. 7 7 1
)T ARADEIRETES T, SO 5idE LA [EM: rational
understanding] * HETANFEICR > TWwh, FLIFE4L LS
oz &,

NI LT 4y ZAOEREZEM L 2FEE LTIR, A7 4 —7 -
7)) — 77 v b Stephen Greenblatt @ [—U—+t4, ZoO—ff
M RTCEERT: The Swerve] ZZFITTHBE v, )b, L
TO—fizZHOZ &,

When it returned to full circulation after a millennium, much of
what the work said about a universe formed out of the clash of atoms
in an infinite void seemed absurd. But those very things that first
were deemed both impious and nonsensical turned out to be the basis

for the contemporary rational understanding of the entire world. (7-8)

bbAhA TR ZRTI=F-H A4 —=FD [V X
L] OBEBEHNDH L - “Taking the late eighteenth century as a very
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roughly defined starting point Orientalism can be discussed and
analyzed [. . .] as a Western style for dominating, restructuring,
and having authority over the Orient” (3)o ¥ A — KD Hr D&t
FIFEIZT - v NTH o278 FHEP LK EZHETHHDT,
TAVHANTF 2 AF Y bOT I A OGS [H) Ty X
L] ZEHALTELIR VWb DEER T2,
IRH—-TTy  K—% il €520 [HE~OFEI] 12D
WT, =Y v % FF AN Eric Sundquist 1ZLLFDO X H 122
A hLTW5 : “The extraordinary violence of the story [. . .]
mimics the agonies of family separation and the human mutilation
of slavery” (376)o H 7 A2, F— b AMIZHZ 2 I E 0%
GO TIER . ANHICIZEREARTER [RE] PNET L L%
ZTBY. 5 [ ->7-% “The Man That Was Used Up” |
Tld. 20 RG] X TRECTRECHWY b @ “a large and
exceedingly odd looking bundle of something” ] *EEINTW5
(197)«

7 = — ORI A R D DEN, £ T S 2 ORI
MWaBil, BAEET LR E~— ALy b - N7 7 — Margaret
Bauer(3f5fii L T2 % (36),

PAHZ, RV I VIEEREE T AT A TRIFR B2 B
D) L [FFRATRRZ O] 855 2 LE2BD LD, FEFE WL [H
B 2o THIRT 22 L 2RBOBVDT, FIRE VI ITHIEA
RIS B
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