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Sylvie and Bruno and Fairy Tales

ASHITAGAWA Yuko

This paper attempts to examine Lewis Carroll's Sy/vie and Bruno
in relation to the tradition of fairy tales to see what can or cannot be
original about the work. There are three main points for analysis: the
depiction of fairies, the view about different worlds, and the notion of
childhood. These all show how Sy/vie and Bruno is both conventional
and innovative. The fairies, Sylvie and Bruno, are based on the
traditional fairies who teach children right from wrong, but they are
themselves children and sometimes need to be taught. While the fairy
world is both distinguished from and mixed with the human world in
a unique way, the idealised children are not much different from those
of other Victorian fairy tales. However, what is noteworthy is that
the whole story is told by the narrator as an old man, who is also one
of the main characters. The novel can be described as the narrator’'s
attempt to catch something fairyish, constituting a fairy tale about the

elusiveness of such things as fairy tales, dreams, and childhood.
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