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The role of cognitive resources in subtyping (1)

Isao Sakuma

Abstract

Subtyping is a cognitive mechanism which isolates stereotype-inconsistent members from superordinate
group and preserves stereotypes. The present study examined the role of cognitive resources in subtyping.
In two experiments, distracted and nondistracted participants completed tasks (judgments of target group
and group members, memory for group members, and typicality judgments of stereotype-inconsistent
members) after they received stereotype-consistent and stereotype-inconsistent information about target
group members. It was found that nondistracted participants perceived target group (member) more
stereotypical than distracted participants. However, the differences between distracted and nondistracted
participants were not found in memory and typicality judgments. These results were discussed in terms of
subtyping and another cognitive mechanism.
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