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Dictation to motivate English learners
— Why not a keyboard with a personal computer?—

Nobuhiro Takahashi

Abstract

Today’s students keyboard faster than they scribble letters being accustomed to videogames since
childhood. Most of them use electronic English-Japanese dictionary in the class. Hence only naturally a
teacher may hit on an idea that a lesson would be more productive, in terms of learning motivation and
efficiency, if he/she tells the students to use a pc in lieu of a pencil in the drill of dictation, which follows
cognitive and systematic comprehension of the general vocabulary.

This study aims to prove a hypothesis under mentioned through a series of experimental class.

Hypothesis

The objective is building vocabulary of the internet English as being frequently used for internet.
The lesson consists of (a) comprehension of words by cognitive and systematic approach and (b)
writing the words at a native speaker’s dictation. The hypothesis: the students would be much more
pleased to work and retain the words correctly if they are told to keyboard what they listen to a pc, and
not to write down by hand on a piece of paper.

Practice and outcome

1)Group A: the students from BUNKYO University, Department of Information Science, Public
information Hand-writing

2)Group B: the students from the same university, Management Information science Department
Keyboard/PC

Outcome: Better results from the Group B. More word retention and learning motivation. Better
concentration.
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The students of Group B competently followed an extensive drill of dictation from single words to
phrases, short sentences, and longer sentences. Thus the experiment was successful and the
hypothesis was proved to a satisfactory level.
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General Affairs
Ken arrived at DHC Singapore and first met the personnel manager. The manager is now explaining to him DHC

Singapore’s work rules, family allowance , and residential allowance. Then the manager takes him to the office
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of Thomas Teo, the Production Control Manager who is Ken’s boss.
(Explanation of DHC Singapore’s work rules)
Personnel Manager:Since you have been appointed to the staff of Production Control Division, I will introduce

you to Thomas Teo, Production Control Division Manager after I brief you on our

company’s work rules, safety rules, and health control. Do you have any questions so far?

(45f%) -7
Ken: How long is a work a day? (2 #)--- 4
Personnel Manager:8 hours. ( 1 #) -7
Ken: What are my working hours? (2 ) ---T
Personnel Manager:From 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. ( 1 #) ---+
Ken: Do I work Monday to Friday? (2 #) -+ 7

Personnel Manager:Yes, . DHC Singapore has been on a five day work week since 1995. By the way, be sure to
show your ID card to the security guard every time you enter the factory. take your time card
out of the rack, punch in and return it to the rack. (30%) --- %

Ken: When is pay day?( 1 #) -2

Personnel Manager:The 25day every month or before if the 25th falls on a Saturday or Sunday. (108)) --- %

Ken: Am I paid a family and residential allowance? (2 #) --- 2

Personnel Manager:Yes, you are. ( 1 #) ---¥

Ken: How many days annual leave do I get? (2 #) --- &

Personnel Manager: 10 days. ( 1 #) --- &

Personnel Manager:Yes. This is the DHC employees’ handbook. The Work Rules are included. Its yours to
Keep. Be sure to look at the pages of the employment contract and pay rules in detail. Feel
free to ask me for any questions if you have. I'll tell you anything unless its prohibited. (¥)

¥

Ken: O.K. I'll go through it. (2 ) --- v

Personnel Manager:Remember the Company has to pay for all over time work (5 #) -+ ¥
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How should factories dispose of CO2 emitted in the process of manufacturing products? One suggestion is to

bury CO2 under the sea. This diagram shows how this can be done.

A factory emits CO: through its chimneys. The CO: emitted from the factory is gathered, pressurized and
cooled until it becomes liquid. Thus, CO2 gas is first transformed into liquid form so that it can be transferred
more easily.

Next, this CO2 liquid must be transferred offshore. A tanker is used to transfer this CO2 to a processing plant
built on the sea.

The processing plant changes the CO: liquid back into gas, and this gas is sent though a pipeline to the seabed.
It is then buried about 1,000 meters below the seabed.

Thus, CO: emitted from a factory can be buried under the sea by means of o unique process. This is one

solution to the problem of emission of CO2, which can cause environmental problems.
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- The production of beer in the USA is about four times (as much as) that of England.
The production of beer in England is about one-fourth (as much as) that of the USA.
- The production of beer in the USA is nearly three times (as much as) that of the USA.
- The production of beer in Japan is nearly one-third (as much as) that of the USA.
- The production of beer in the USA is almost twice (as much as) that of Germany.
The production of beer in Germany is almost half (as much as) that of the USA. Of the four countries, the
USA is the largest beer producer, producing 240 billion litres. Germany comes second, with 110 billion litres.
This figure is almost half that of the USA. Japan follows with 70 billion litres. This amount is one-third that
of the USA.
The production of beer in England is 60 billion litres. This amount is the smallest of the four countries.
However, the difference between England and Japan is not so large.

Beer production in England is one-fourth that of the USA, and almost half that of Germany.
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This graph shows sales of computers in three Asian countries, China, Thailand and Taiwan, from January 2000
to July 2001. These three countries show different sales trends.

Sales of computers in China have been steadily increasing. Sales rapidly increased from 10 million in January
2000 to 13 million in April. From April. From 2000 to April 2001, there was a gradual rise and then sales rose
rapidly again to 17 million during April and July of 2001. To sum up, sales of computers in China show a
constant rise during this entire period.

Next, let’s look at Taiwan. In January 2000, sales were just under 9 million. The figure rose dramatically from
9 million in January to 12 million in April. In April it reached a peak and then dropped rapidly. It continued to
drop until January 2001. It rose slightly until April, but dropped again and April 2000, there was very little
change, but sales began to drop gradually and the trend continued until October. Sales then began to rise and the
trend continued until July. In total, sales of computers in Thailand dropped once but started to rise in October
2000 and showed a steady rise until July 2001.

In conclusion, Taiwan has for the most part shown a constant drop in sales, white China has shown a steady rise.

Sales in Thailand dropped once, but began to rise again
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1 in

1 right

1 head

1 white

1 lie

1 dead

1 drop

1 miss

1 compare

1 performance
2 soldier

2 lunch

2 lovely

2 plastic

2 characteristic
2 adopt

2 defense

2 mystery

2 sign
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entrance
invent
advertising
grand

rider

phase
twist
emphasize
ozone
invention
headline
chapter
planning
extensive
negotiate
prior
inspector
raid

oral
scandal
combined
widen
planned
guardian
grind
corps
cylinder
delightful
allegedly
moderate
injunction
momentum
majesty
peripheral
motorist
understandable
farewell
denote
campaigner

retort
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generator
emotionally
secrecy
imagery
bedside
grandchild
boxer
antiquity
validation
unaffected
undue
elector
oppressive
impending
twilight
cuff
poultry
tenderness
beak

ordinarily

—164—

NV T OB DEZE



