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Literary Technique in The Color Purple

Kazundo Fukushima

Abstract

The Color Purple by Alice Walker, which was published in 1982, made her name as an American
black woman writer known to the world.
The characteristic feature of this novel is that it is written in the form of letters. But they are different
from typical letters as we know them. This is Alice Walker’s excellent, skillful literary technique for
composing the novel, which was intended to cover a wide range of themes and make the whole novel
realistic.

This paper summarizes this literary technique, and hypothesizes about some of the reasons The
Color Purple won Alice Walker’s reputation as one of the most influential, modern black writers.
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MY g — I TIMD/IMEAD 8 ARkDK - T & LTH TNz, FR - RERICARMEEE) IS
L7z

The Color Purpleld. 19824FICIIMIE M, 19834 I 2 —1) vy 7 —H, &RHEEZZH L7
COESRIZ. WalkerD AHTZ BT AV A TR NDODZERO—-ANE L THMSL LAY, Steven
Spielberg® B - #AET. Warner BrosiZ & ), 19854EBLHE{L X T 53,

AYESH T, 19104E 60 (ML TI1X19094E) 2> H1940FEEHF THO 7 A V) A M EBAT. Celied T
TELRERICRSTEYD, F720 77U AL XY TOF) U v ) HHNettied FHKOH T3
LEBIIE>TW5,

Celie®dFHKOHTIZ, 7TAV AEIMBICHBITE THRA (AA»SOER) ] TBAXE CBAoHT
OWER ] T#] BERT - TH b NettieDFMOPTIE, 7704 KV rh) To [BA (H
AAFEZ D HOZER) | TBALE EAOFTOWEI ] [7TAVIBAOV—= ] [T7YHE
ANZES>TOM] BELT—<ELEENTVE, AVIZELZ>TWAT =MD 5 H, HHFE L Celie
DR o T FHMONE # HED HNettie VSRR o 72 ETHLH L, ZORBENLEZED 5 Z & % Walker
PERHLIZEELNTVEY,

ENEN, RELT—<THD., INHE2 L TMO/NGIZE Y AL DX, #E OO
OF TR, FEFICHLVWEBbILS,

FELBHAWILTOHED

Celie : ffi, Nettie, TS TOTHMOEFE To BALY. HLRIZI YTV y 7 A2 b0, HEHNE
W,

Nettie : Celie® o Celiesi TOFMOEHF E Fo BALM, BB VEHM, HEN DD, EELFE,
JEREHESFEfF NI BN L, WhbWw5 ‘diglossia® DREN % Do

Mr. (Albert)¥ : Celied Ko, BABM, BE. HEIFEN,

Shug :Mr. (Albert) O AN, CelieDFHFZEOMF, BALM. FLICHELZ DD KTo ¥
D,

Samuel : NettieS#H % BA B, B, BWEVD 5,

Corrine : Samuel D3, AL, BEVD S,

Harpo ‘Mr._  ORT. BABME, BR. #ESEW,

Sofia : Harpo®D 3%, ALK, WICHEZ b Do HEISE N,

Celie. NettieDfDEE AWIZ. ThZEN,. ZAOFERKOF T, 3, RICEbE-SELHEH
L. 72 fTH% LTWwb,
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AN L E & 19104E A 5 19404EE F TIZ L TW A I e b, — DR U B, B AW
AWEH LTV LEESS AN RDDOTH L0, Thed, BLEREIELETH L0, L) EEl
TH5b,

CO/NREFALE, REERED., B3 D KREAONEE 3 HIZIT 59,

(1) The story is set in Mississippi, one of the states in the Deep South, where there is still spoken a dialect
of English represented in the novel. Keep in mind that the printed representation is fairly phonetic and

tries to replicate the slower drawl as well as variations on pronunciation of standard AmE.

(2) Istudied this book extensively in my literary theory class last year, and we discussed this very topic. We
talked about how Alice Walker probably wrote much of the book from childhood memories and thus
concluded that the language was older, although we as a class, even in the whitest part of the country,
understood many of the references (not sure if it would be called ebonics in that particular case, though).
It may be a combination of both, although Walker would probably be aware and careful not to overlap
the times too much. I, and the class, thought she would be more aware of using older language whenever

possible and understandable.

(3) you want to know if this kind of Southern dialect is used in real life now in the South? Or in the book?
Alice Walker is pretty famous black writer, yes. I would say famous among writers. I can tell you that
this dialect was almost universal among those poor blacks, former slaves, slave families, then poor
farmers in the country. That dialect has changed over the last 100-150 years, of course, but believe it or
not, it is still more or less spoken by poor farmers all over the South today. It doesn’t sound quite as
severe to my ears, but those dialects will still identify someone from that area fairly easily. Now, there
were mass migrati! ons of blacks from the South up to the North after the Civil War was finished, and
then again as the big cities became industrialized in the early 20th century and new cheap labor was
needed. They brought that dialect with them, of course, and it permeated the underclass language then,
and the remains are still more or less evident all throughout the black underclass now, in what is known
as “black english” or you might have heard the term “ebonics.” There is a lot of debate among educators
about the legitimacy of “black english” as to whether it should be acknowledged in the schools as
“another’way of communicating, or whether it should be de-legitiimized as “improper.” This kind of
debate goes to the question of cultural heritage, power relations between the bourgeois and the
underclass, etc... which you well know, I’'m sure. But the bottom line, if I understand his question, is yes,
that dialect from the old, rural, South, is still around a) in a relatively unchanged form down in the deep
rural Southern areas, and b) in a modernized and transformed form in the Northern cities. Does that
help?

(1) (2) (3) #R2&L, B AYWORETEIE, HAETH, HLROLNHEAT, FICTROEA
SN TS LD Th b,
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(2) 12Xzl MECHBTELREICWELZRY, HTWSHELfHE ) & LT 25 Walkerd %%
VIDPHBZDEEITH b,

(1) W2&zE, 7TAVAYGEORFZW TOEMO AL ST, MilAORETZ b HE ICHROT
572912, phonetic (£E). HDHWIE, eyedialect BLEFE)? OLEPLINTVE L) TH5S,
(3) 12X Bk, ‘ebonics’ (BAWFE) ZIE#E7 X HREELFEFICTELEI LD, TAY D
HEZEOB TORFIZETHEI LA TN S,

HilHet al (1997) Tk, (BE) 72 HRiE%x., o, BROBEZEE IR v, &FH
AV MDTIVF - FLEDTF T =0T, Ay V=BT EHCAEEH LT A AN
Dl LEEEORWEE, LERLTVWD, ARD, —I6. ZOERIHI

W9 A1, 3G, BEORENEH TE HHM T, BAETHHH I N T2 7 X)) AHHIE

(Lt TREAED . BAEEZEHLTwH L) 2 ETH S,

LIAT, SOEIBTAVAEEOEMCEL L, (4) DX BHEENERLD 5,

(4) Far too often, students are not taught the communication techniques that they will need in the business
world. Although some professors tell their students that all varieties of English are equal, these students

later discover that standard English is the key to success. ¥

% 72\ The Color Purple DHIZB VT D, Celie®, Us> DEMFHEIZOWT, WL “BAZME” 25(5)

DEIITHH L TV 5D 2 LIZBBRGEW Y,
(5) Jerene and Darlene come help me with the business. ... Darlene trying to teach me how to talk. She say
us not so hot. A dead country give-away. You say US where most folks say WE, she say, and peoples

think you dumb. Colored peoples think you a hick and white folks be amuse. — p.193

HL. (6) @ X9 IZCeliek FHITHE Harpod . F72. Shugd ‘us’ DFEHMAEEZFHL TV 25,
(6) Harpo tell me all his love business now. ... She pretty, he tell me, Bright. ... Sometime us can git her

away from her daddy. — p.37

AE T, ZoMEER, BAOHTY, FHICHELZBROMIZKONTWS L) Th b, Celie
L Harpo. € LT, Shug®WHELZHHICH 2 X9 & T 5 WalkerDEIKAT) DR %o

v

KAEG DR L OEEBIE, &R FRLAYANTHD I L7 EEOR 45D 3 HCelied F
e K459 1 PNettieD FRTHE SN TS, EARCelield. MisETIZ, 55, HNettiesd TIZ.
148, WS T, 1@E2FNTWAS, —JNettield, HiliCeliesi TIZ, 2@ 2 EHW TV 5,

L2l fERP TR, BHEOTHMORL) EDIFIFLEALEIRTWARY, Celieldfigi T2, HILW
WP AEX, F72, NetieDFHD, Celiedi TIZ% o TWABD, FEAE—HMITHNTH S, L
L. OO 22 Walkerd3IX5 LWz Bbh b,

Nettie®Celiesi T D FAkit. Celie & Nettie!lZ 53 2B DORFFE S, M. (Albert) 23FR
Lo Tz, EWVIHIREIZL TS, Celield, 5 H, ShugDBiF <, BIh-F#HEt &Rt
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ZEIRYD, 4BEEBEAT, ZUDT, M TTIER L, Nettie?i TICFMEEL, 2wy sl
%ho E512, Mr. (Albert) DSREL b o Tz, 2V REITIZ T, U0 BHEHEIED S,
RelZ, AP S DFRDB L PG PEP RV L2 EXEbE 5 L NettieDFRA, HHDOSF W20
TEEHMIZHFNTVTY, EICAAREEZ S 2 hwe bbb, 2L TREREE S 2BV,
COXI) R EMPMERMICIRA VT =< 2K AL I L2 HEICLTWA X HICE X %,

VI

NettieA CelielZ%8C72. 1#HDS 4 H T TOFHE R T 5,

Dear Celie. the first letter say,
You've got to fight and get away from Albert, He ain't no good.
When | left you all's house, walking, he followed me on his
horse, When we was well out of sight of the house he caught up
with me and started trying to talk. You know how he do, You 5
sure is looking fine, Miss Nettie, and stuff like that. | tried to
ignore him and walk faster, but my bundles was heavy and the
sun was hot. After while | had to rest, and that's when he got
down from his horge and started to iry to kiss me, and drag me
back in the woods. 10
Well, | started to fight him, and with God's help, | hurt him bad
enough to make him let me alone, But he was some mad. He said
because of what I'd done I'd never hear from you again, and you
would never hear from me,
| was 80 mad mysslf | was shaking. 18
Anyhow, | got a ride Into town on somebody's wagon, And that
same somebody pointed me In the direction of the Reverend Mr.
's place. And what was my surprigse when a littie girl
opened the door and she had your eyes set in your face.
love, 20
Nettie

118

FHEACelielZm L WHEEMEZ B L. BEZHHEL TV A,
Nettie CelieD d & 2N S5 2/ %2 b X onlT & ko 7-Mr (Albert) D EAT, Celie&
FA L OB DIROlviak DIROHZVIZOVWTHERT WS,
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Next one said,

Dear Celie,

| keep thinking it's too soon to look for & latter from you, And |

krow how busy you is with all Mr. 's children, But | miss
5 you so much, Please write to me, soon as you have a chance,
Every day | think about you. Every minute,

The lady you met in town is name Corrine. The little girl's
name is Olivia. The husband's name is Samuel. The little boy's
name ig Adam. They are sanctified religious and very good to me.

10  They live in a nice house next to the church where Samuel
preaches, and we spend a lot of time on church business. | say
"we" because they always try to include me in everything they
do, so | don't feel so left out and alone,

But God, | miss you, Celie, | think about the time you lald
yourself down for me. | love you with all my heart,

Your sister,

Nettie
120

R CelielZJ@ S WHEME 25 Uy BFZFEBIICHIRHEL T 5,

Mr. (Albert) & @, CelieD % L % .LE L A5, NettiedSH % F4 T 5 FKDCorrine & Samuel.,
T, WOPETCORIZE > TS, EidCeliek L L D DT LB TH 5O0liviak AdamiZ DV Tk
RTW5,

1aiH, 2 HE BT EZE L. £72, Celiel iFT 5, WHTXL5EETH S 729, Walker
13, #F#EDH HNettiel” b, FHHEN LR, HD VI, (LRI REFEEZEDE TN, AT T 5 —
TAVRIERIZLDLDDTH S,

(7) Heain’t no good. — p.119, 1.2

(8) When Ileft you all’s, walking ... —ib., 1.3

(9) When we was well out of sight of the house .... —ib., 1.4

(10) And Iknow how busy you is with all Mr. s Children. — p.120 1.4

(11) Please write to me , soon as you have a chance. — ib., 1.5

(12) The lady you met in town is name Cortine. — ib., 1.7

(7) & cisnt LD D IT it PHVONZLERE (BE+BE=BE) OFITHYH., —#i
BEASEENTWS, I (1984) Tid. —MHOBBEHBEE IR TW5E, LA L, BATIE, B
RS F, (BB TIE#EbLND EIICBZ 5, S5, RIEMF T, Celiels EHED HNE
BN OEFHEL D% ‘not any’ DB A TE LW EnST L L, [HREMNE] LI MEIT
WZIZBEMZ KL %,
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(8) &, ZAMHBEL ‘youall DFIFHDOBIT, HEHHETH b0

(9) 10) & VbW ‘s ‘was’ OEAHTEOHIT, EHHETH L%

(11) &, ‘assoonas’ ® ‘as’ VWEMEINTWBHIT, K ZF7HHEIZEZ VLS TH b,

(12) &, BEROIEFHF ORI (phonetic) D DT, KED (d) FOWAEHE-72bDTHBH,

Mr. (Albert) 2HGDOTHEZ Celiel2PEL T AW E RV, BEIPPHFTE RV E2MHEL
72 3 EHOFHKTIE, Walkerld, #FEdH 5. “diglossia” DNettiell, (ZIFEEHEN L EFELHEH S ET
Who PO 22BN S 3MENOEFEDOE LIE, #IED HNettiellld, TCHRREZETH S,

3:8H
Next one say,

Dearest Celie,

By now | am almost crazy. | think Albert told me the truth, and
that he is not giving you my latters, The only person | can think of
who could help us out is Pa, but | don't want him to know where | 5
am.

| asked Samue! if he would visit you and Mr. , just to see
how you are. But he says he can't risk putting himself between
man and wife, especially when he don't know them. And | felt
bad for having to ask him, he and Corrine have been so nice to 10
me. But my heart is breaking. It s breaking because | can not find
any work In this town, and | will have to leave. After | leave,
what will happan to us? How will we sver know what is going on?

Corrine and Samuel and the children are part of a group of
people called Missionarles, of tha American and African Mission- 16
ary Soclety, They have ministered to the Indlans out west and are
ministaring to the poor of this town. All in preparation for the
work they feel they were born for, missionary work in Africa.

| dread parting from them because in the short time we've been
together they've been like family to me, Like family might have 20
been, | mean,

Write If you can, Here are some stamps.

love, Nettie

121

Nettield &7 Celie & ik D%\ HFED 5 HHAM —~RKOWBHE L V) 2 b, ZALET
72 (13) ® (14) @EH 50 FIBRENLIGEZME) L)Xk > T
(13) But he says he can’t risk putting himself between man and wife, especially he don’t know them. — p.121,
1912
(14) Like family might have been, I mean. — ib., 1.20 '3
S 61T, BRESGER 2 ROMAYIZHE 9 £ (15) (16) IZHH6N 2,

(15) Tasked Samuel if he would visit you and Mr. , just to see how you are. — 1.7
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27D (10) Tid. ‘how youis’ LFHFBH ETH 5 ‘is’ DENMHEIMEDL L Tz,
(16) ... are part of a group of people called Missionaries, of the American and African Missionary Society.
-115

(12) TIEERHEMWIZ ‘name’ &Ko TW72A% ZIFFE UEKRO b DA%, ‘called & IERIZE SN TW
%o

43 HIE. Nettie®?7 7 #IAT Z &2 h o ToftiE & £ OMMl, T72AT OO AR Z BT
WBHH, BEGHERZTEDIN TV S, DERE F TWalkeridNettiel A& R R 2 EbE T
Who bo kb, NettieD FHICHIZEY§ 2 N OBEEGEOIRTIZIE, (17) O X ) IZIFFREESERE
EHEHLTWAZ LS H B,

(17) Me marry ! she hooted, — p.204'¥

4@H
Next one, fat, dated two months later, say,

Dear Celie,

| wrote a letter to you almost every day on the ship coming to

Africa. But by the time we docked | was so down, | tore them into

5 little pleces and dropped them into the water. Albert is not going
to let you have my letters and so what use Is there in writing
them. That's the way | felt when | tore them up and sent them to
you on the waves. But now | fael different.

| remember one time you said your lifa made you feel 8o

10 ashamed you couldn't evan talk about it fo God, you had to write
it, bad as you thought your writing was. Well, now | know what
you meant. And whether God will read letters or no, | know you
will go on writing them; which is guidance enough for me, Any-
way, when | don't write to you | feel as bad as | do when | don't

15 pray, locked up in myself and choking on my own heart. | am so
lonely, Celie.

The reason | am in Africa is because one of the missionaries
that was supposed to go with Corrine and Samuel to help with the
children and with setting up a school suddenly married a man who

20 was afraid to let her go, and refused to come to Africa with her,

So there they were, all set to go, with a ticket suddenly available
and no missionary to give it to. At the same time, | wasn't able to
find a job anywhere around town. But | never dreamed of going to
Africal | never even thought about it as a real place, though

122

Samuel and Corrine and even the children talked about it all the
time,
Miss Beasley used to say it was a place overrun with savages
who didn't wear clothes. Even Corrine and S8amuel thought like
this at times. But they know a lot more about it than Miss Beasley 5
or any of our other teachers, and besides, they spoke of all the
good things they could do for the downtrodden people from
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whom they sprang. People who need Christ and good medical
advice.
One day | was in town with Corrine and we saw the mayor's 10
wife and her maid. The mayor's wife was shopping--going in and
out of stores--and her maid was waiting for her on the street and
taking the packages. | don't know if you have aver seen the
mayor's wife. She looks like a wet cat. And there was her maid
looking like the very last person In the world you'd expect to see 15
waiting on anybody, and in particular not on anybody that looked
like that.
| spoke. But just speaking to me seemed to make her embar-
rassed and she suddenly sort of erased herself. It was the
strangest thing, Celie! One minute | was saying howdy to a living 20
woman. The next minute nothing living was there. Only its shape.
All that night | thought about it. Then Samuel and Corrine told
me what they'd heard about how she got to be the mayor's mald.
That she attacked the mayor, and then the mayor and his wife
took her from the prison to work in their homs. 25
In the morning | started asking questions about Africa and
started reading all the books Samuel and Corrine have on the
subject.
Did you know there were great cities in Africa, greater than
Milledgeville or even Atlanta, thousands of years ago? That the 30
Egyptians who bullt the pyramids and enslaved the Israelites
wetre colored? That Egypt is in Africa? That the Ethiopia we read
about in the Bible meant all of Africa?
Well, | read and | read until | thought my eyes would fall out, |
read where the Africans sold us because they ioved money more 35
than their own sisters and brothers. How we came to America in
ships. How we were made to work.
| hadn't realized | was 80 ighorant, Celie. The little | knew
about my own self wouldn't have filled a thimble! And to think
Miss Beasley always said | was the smartest child she ever 40
taught! But one thing | do thank her for, for teaching me to learn

123

for myself, by reading and studying and writing a clear hand, And
for keeping alive in me somehow the desire to know. So when
Corrine and Samuel asked me If | would come with them and help
them bulld a school in the middle of Africa, | said yes. But only if
they would teach me everything they knew to make me useful as
a missionary and someone they would not be ashamed to call a
friend. They agreed to this condition, and my real education be-
gan at that time.

They have been as good as their word. And | study everything
night and day.

Oh, Celie, there are colorad people in the world who want us to
know! Want us to grow and see the light! They are not all mean
like Pa and Albert, or beaten down like ma was. Corrine and
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Samuel have a wonderful marriage. Their only sorrow in the be-
16 ginning was that they could not have children. And then, they
say, "God" sent them Olivia and Adam,
| wanted to say, "God" has sent you their sister and aunt, but |
didn't. Yes, their children, sent by "God" are your children,
Celie. And they are being brought up in love, Christian charity
20 and awareness of God. And now "God" has sent me to watch
over them, to protect and cherish them. To lavigh all the love |
feel for you on them. It is a miracle, isn't it? And no doubt
impossible for you to balieve.
But on the other hand, if you can believe | am in Africa, and |
am, you can believe anything.
Your sister, Nettie

124

T, AMEFORTHIED 5. diglossia®DNettielZ Walkerid, BAKFED A2 LT, M HFE b3 L
AR STV R WY, Celiek 13RI, NettielZid, BUAIN® 2 WIZHEMENH AL S HBIY
T =< %O L) & Lz, WalkerD KA 22232 56

LZAHT, HiHet al (1997) T, WIS T 2 BAOL CIIEELEFHELZHHL TS L L,
FEM - CEMICOWTORAEGEZ ML TWb,

REMTOBE LTE &) 28 () &R EBEFTHEIFOLNTVE, ZOWE, Ak onh
Tld BIZIE, ‘pen’ 2% pin’ EEREFMWIHKON L, F72. (0) 2% (1) IZH&o720, () &% (d) &%
DT AHBRBTFOENTVS, ZOWGEA. FlZIE. ‘thing’ 2% ting” &, ‘these’ A% ‘dese’ LR DN 5,
S5, FREHUADOMED (0) A3 (), () A (v) L% ). FlziX. both’ % ‘bof’s ‘smooth’ A% ‘smoov’
ERONDLHIR, 72, GEROTHEFHEMMMBGIL S N, Gust’ A% Gus’s ‘desk’ A% “des’ ‘looked’ %% “look’.
‘tops’ % ‘top” DL I ITHE SN BB EBZIF LN Tn5,

EHTOFIE LTid, (18) @ X912, = AMBEERED ~HEBFOFERE s _es’ Ok, (19)
DX ST, BN SCCEEEM S L F LibEA L bhb 2 L, F72, (200 (21 (22) L9 7%, be
BF ORI N T BZFET 5N TV 5,

(18) He goes to school.—*He go to school.

(19) T asked him what he did.—T asked him what did he do.

(20) Shebe late. B (WO LEHLTW2)

(21) She nice. ZKAMEMIKEE (L A72)

(22) She tired. —~IFHRTE (59N TW2)

& T, NettieDFMD, Nettie HHFDOFEDH T, TNHBALFFEICHLT L6011, 2BHOFHKD
ho, BEGTE L HET 5, (12) DA TH o7
(12) The lady you met in town is name Corrine. — p.120, 1.7

FERIT IR L BB L TB Y, —RVICE o T BERSEVIIEFRELE L, o THEDH

WO, F 72, HWIZEENZZ 2 DO O v LIPRBEHR O L TR LML D b, & 2
HED LW LR O LT 2O Z O TREER O LT L OB DIT ) 23 ERIKE

—390—



SCHRF R [EiZe] 253375 2005427 H

WAL, LEDbRTn5,

Walkerld, COXI) BRI EEZREROPTHBZIETNSE L) TH S, Celie® FHIL & Nettied F
ML EFIRESCE LS TVD, Nettield TEOHMF TH S, HENHY, BEHEMEFTOD & TRLY
WEToTWA L L, FHCSOERRCIIERERGE L HH T2 RSB 25, —F, BAZEESCEHET
FHEEMHTHUEEEIIRL & 5,

25T, HHet al (1997) (21, M. JoosH FRHEIFREDIRPL LRI 2T Fm 2 D KPS & B
SEBOOENE 5 BRBFICOHETAIREEZ LI EPBRONTWE, FFiLSHEEXSHEZEKIC
oz L) HHIEDH B D%

e K (consultative style) ZHLLE LT, ZOTICHEZR (casual style) &% (intimate style)
ZEE, RITHKAK (formal style) & HfFK (frozenstyle) 2B DD TH b,

G, [HEBE] L) ZLIESA s AL, SERIZ. TnFh, ROX I I I NS T
H59o

K RIS 22 HME L ERO L S 2EBESHETH Y, REEXEZLEEAR TR L
VIR, BISHD, BOEFE 720D FMimL AR EDLINIIHLTH A9,

XK . —oO#H - FX T T ATIOLI L 0THY ., BHhomER. —HETWEb0T, M
FHRTHEFETE S X1, ek, MXEEFEECERL, BEEELIRD. UENREKR EIXL
=\,

il - CZTBEDIRFLBETD L2VWHP VNG DD, ZMEVPBROLREEZ LI\, ZOK,
W) B R A IR L 2435, HFISHEEOBERE 2L HEHRELEIISLTEZ 5,

BEAR L KA AARTENERLOBTHYONE, EORERLXHOEEOEWR L EVEL., #
FaOMER S B,

BER  RERPAARTLOMTHWONS, TEL 2D, BHEZAFRTLOMTL2EMBTE 2WVER
# (jargon) dHVOLN S,

Walkerid, NettielZ, 28 H F T3, WK, 2L T, TR T & 28HF T & 2 WIRIL % Nettie
PP L 72t 3 H DRIE, TR, - HEiT e THASE TV, 2021 LiL,
MBIAAREEE 2 v,

—Jiy I L CelielZid, MSETTD, HNettiefi TTD. 1FL AL, BERD 5 IRk % i
AEETWwd,

272 BFHUS, REZEGPHATHRLTH, $TIUNED FRD Lo T b Z L IZAM &,
WD TNettiell i L7z FMOPTld, EE#EEFEZRAEMFHLL ) L) REPRZITONE, L
AL, 22TH (22) ObeBFDOBMEBIR, ‘us” OEMHE 2 CIFEREN R IEFESFH ST 5,

Dear Nettie,

For the first time in my life | wanted to see Pa. So me and Shug
dress up in our new blue flower pants that match and big floppy
Easter hats that match too, cept her roses red, mine yellow, and

5 us clam in the Packard and glide over there. Thay put in paved
roads all up and down the county now and twenty miles go like
nothing.
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| saw Pa once since | left home. Oneg day me and Mr.

was loading up the wagon af the feed store. Pa was with May

10 Ellen and she was trying to fix her stocking. She was bent down
over her leg and twisting the stocking into a knot above her knee,
and he was standing over her tap-tap-tapping on the gravel with
his cane. Look like he was thinking bout hitting her with it

M. want up to them all friendly, with his hand stuck

15 out, but | kept loading the wagon and looking at the patterns on
the sacks. | never thought I'd ever want fo see him again.

Well, it was a bright Spring day, sort of chill at first, like it be
round Easter, and the first thing us notice soon as we turn into the
lane is how green everything is, like even though the ground

20 everywhere else not warmed up good. Pa's land is warm and
ready to go. Then all along the road there's Easter lilies and
jonquils and daffodils and all kinds of little early wild flowers.
Then us notice all the birds singing they little cans off, all up and
down the hedge, that itself is putting out little yellow flowers

26 smell like Virginia creeper. It all so different from the rest of the

164

Celiek Nettie® RO H T, MOBHAWIZ, 1T A LEEFETHEY. THLTW5S, CeliedT
HOHTIL, CelieFMMEHEL N2 OB O AB R E2 VTV 5P E <, MEHFE. BA
PRE L Vo ISR S RON DY, ZRICE DB AY S EEAES LA shb o ilh
5o Dulik BHLT 5 T 0L, Hemingway & 3585 5,

Dear God,

Harpo girl daddy say Harpo not good enough for her. Harpo
been courting the girl a while. He say he sit in the parlor with her,
the daddy sit right there In the comer till everybody fesl terrible.

8 Then he go sit on the porch in front the open door where he can
hear everything. Nine o'clock come, he bring Harpo his hat.

Why I'm not good enough? Harpo ast Mr. . Mr.
say, Your mammy.

HMarpo say, What wrong with my mammy?

10 Mr. say, Somebody kill her,

Harpo be trouble with nightmares. He see his mama running
cross the pasture trying to git home. Mr. , the man they say
her boyfriend, catch up with her. She got Harpo by the hand.
They both running and running. He grab hold of her shoulder,

15 say, You can't quit me now. You mine. She say, No | ain’t, My
place is with my children. He say, Whore, you aln't got no place.
He shoot her in the stomach. She fall down. The man run. Harpo
grab her in his arms, put her head in his iap.
He start to call, Mama, Mama. It wake me up. The other chil-
20 dren, too. They cry like they mama just die. Harpo come to,
shaking.
| light the lamp and stand over him, patting his back.

38
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It not her fault somebody kill her, he say. It not! It not!
Naw, | say. It not.

Everybody say how good | is to Mr. children, | be good
to them. But | don't feel nothing for them. Patting Harpo back not
even llke patting a dog. It more like patting another piece of 5
wood. Not a living tree, but a table, a chifferobe. Anyhow, they
don't love me 'neither, no matter how good | is.
They don't mind. Cept for Harpo they won't work. The girls
face always to the road. Bub be out all times of night drinking

with boys twice his age. They daddy puff on his pipe. 10
Harpo tell me all his love business now. His mind on Sofla
Butler day and night.
She pretty, he tell me. Bright.
Smart?
Naw. Bright skin. She smart too though, | think. Sometime us 15

can git her away from her daddy.
| know right then the next thing | hear, she be big.
If she 50 smart how come she big? | ast.
Harpo shrug. She can't git out the house no other way, he say.
Mr, won't let us marry. Say I'm not good enough to come 20
in his parlot. But if she big | got a right to be with har, good
enough or no,
Whaere yall gon stay?
They got a big place, he say. When us marry I'll be just like one
of the family. 25
Humph, | say. Mr. didn't like you before she big, he
ain't gonna like you cause she big.
Marpo look trouble,
Talk to Mr. . | say. He your daddy. Maybe he got some
good advice, 30
Maybe not. | think.
Harpo bring her over to meet his daddy. Mr. say he
want to have a look at her. | see 'em coming way off up the road.
They be just marching, hand in hand, like going to war. §he in
front a little. They come up on the porch, | speak and move some 35
chairs cloger fo the railing. She sit down and start to fan herself
with a hansker., It sure is hot, she say. Mr. don't say
nothing. He just look her up and down, She bout seven or eight

37

months pregnant, bout to bust out her dress. Harpo 8o black he
think she bright, but she ain't that bright. Clear medium brown
skin, gleam on it like on good furhiture. Hair notty but a lot of it,
tied up on her head in & mass of plaits. She not quite as tall as
Harpo but much bigger, and strong and ruddy looking, like her
mama brought her up on pork.

She say, How you, Mr. ?
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He don't answer the question, He say, L.ook like you done got
yourself in trouble.

Naw suh, she say. | ain't in no trouble. Big, though.

She smooth the wrinkles over her stomach with the flats of her
hands,

Who the father? he ast.

She look surprise. Harpo, she say.

Mow he know that?

He know. She say.

Young womans no good these days, he say. Got they legs open
to every Tom, Dick and Harry,

Harpo look at his daddy like he never seen him before. But he
don't say nothing.

Mr. say, No nead to think I'm gon let my boy marry you
just cause you in the family way. He young and limited. Pretty gal
like you could put anything over on him.

Harpo still don't say nothing.

Sofia face git more ruddy. The skin move back on her forehead.
Her ears raise.

But she laugh. She glance at Harpo sitting there with his head
down and his hands tween his knees,

She say, What | need to marry Harpo for? He stlll living here
with you. What food and clothes he git, you buy.

He say, Your daddy done throwed you out. Ready to live in the
street | guess,

She say, Naw, | ain't living in the street. I'm fiving with my
sister and her husband. They say | can hve with them for the rest
of my life. She stand up, blg, strong, healthy girl, and she say,
Well, nice vislting. I'm going homa.

Harpo get up to coma too. She say, Naw, Harpo, you stay
here. When you free, me and the baby be waiting.

He sort of hang there between them a while, then he sit down
again. | look at her face real quick then, and seem like a shaclow

38

go cross it, Then she say to me, Mrs. , I'd thank you for a
glass of water before | go, If you don't mind.
The bucket on the shelf right there on the porch. | git a cisan
glass out the safe and dip her up some water. She drink it down,
almost in one swallow. Then she run her hands over her belly 5
again and she take off, Look like the army change direction, and
she heading off to catch up.
Harpo never git up from his chair. Him and his daddy sit there
and sit there and sit there. They never talk. They never move.
Finally | have supper and go to hed. | git up in the morning it feel 10
like they still sitting there. But Harpo be in the outhouse, Mr.
be shaving.

39
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Pl 7% X bpp36-39i2id. BEBHSRRBAREILLLGHET S, 2OV O %2R 5,

REME
M EDOREDOEMD EFAMBRIZL D, (&) 27 [ ERESNDILEEZRLTORHDDH Y.
‘get’ A ‘gitt EBRHN TS,
(23) He see his mama running cross the pasture trying to git home. — p.36,1.12
p.37,1.16. p.38,1.37. p.39,1.8% &b H %,

lou) 7% (o) ERFASINIDDEREALL LBV D 5. —RICBARETOHHE SN TV LD
MEFCIEAAD L {fio TV 5,
(24) Naw, I say, it not. — p.37,1.2
p.37,1.15, p.38,1.10, ib, 133, ib,1.37% b H %,

BEMOB O, MEMERESTHZEHETLI LX), BEAMOSENTEN,. HEHFEN.
on BEPLRCIELHRDITTVEHTH %,

(25) She bout seven or eight .... — p.37,1.38 (about—bout)

(26) ... just cause you in the family way. — p.38,1.22 (because—cause)

(27) ... with his head down and his hands tween his knees. — p.38, 1.28 (between—>tween)

(28) Cept for Harpo they won’t work. — p.37, 1.8 (Except—Cept)

RO TERHEORMKLIC L D, XEWIS, BRSFLCEARSFRBEFTO ~d° R ed HEWKS
NTVBHRH 5, BAEEIIFARDIOLEINDD, MHTESTORRED (d) FHET 5,

(29) Harpo be touble with nightmares. — p.36, 1.11

(30) Harpo look trouble. — p.37,1.28

(31) She look surprise. — p.38, .14

MO EOMBYFIE LTD 1) HEDOHEOHITH S, siv & suh’ XKLL, HHICHIRD
%,
(32) Naw subh, she say. — p.38, 1.10

B MPLR BB AW NGO L L LT, HEREZOLDEFEMNIIEDL, FE - Bk
RS L) LERDPER LBV H S, HEHE)
(33) 1see ‘em coming way off up the road. — p.37, 1.33

F72. ‘to’ DEIET. (34) DX HIZ. ‘gonna = going to’ D L H T () PEATHELEMLLATED
bObH 5D
(34) ... he ain’t gonna like you cause she big. — p.37,1.27

XEE
Celie® RO O BEHlIE, ZEARMIZIE, BHIERHTDH 505 S ABBEIREO —RBFHOFERD s
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F7203 e BEMIN TV Do BiHet al (1997) Tid, BAKFEZFHHOTHIDELTwA,
(35) Harpo girl daddy say Harpo no good .... — p.36, 1.2
(36) Harpo tell me all his love business now. — p.37, .11
(37) The skin move back on her forehead. — p.38, 1.25
(38) Then she run her hands over her belly. — p.39, 1.5
7 ¥ A bpp.36-39Tid, TRTHWEIN TV 5,

BhEhE ‘do’ ‘does’ ‘have’ ‘has’ ‘had’ 1X. EWE SN D Z &A%\, §FIZ, BERIGI TR T 2 5L A
FITHHAMICAK S NS, L L, Thid, 4H, BEEFEICBWTH, 20—kl Twa L)
Thbo

(39) How he know that? — p.38, 1.15

(40) ... like he never seen him before. — ib., 1.19

(41) She say, What I need to marry Harpo for? — ib., 1.29

‘got’ IZDWTIE, ‘have’ ‘has’ DAEME S M7zL b, ‘got’ HAKA® ‘have got’ ‘has got’ LR L& % H D
LbEZOLNS,

(42) They got a big place, he say. — p.37, 1.24

(43) Maybe he got some good advice, — ib., 1.29

FIEECOEEREREL L L TRl LN TV A5, M5 Tld copula®beBFl A%, (T ITHAIMIZAH M
ENd, F/20 BAEFEICBVL T, HETIE RV, ABRMRER, —HFNIRETIE, beBiil I H M
s, LEbNITWwS,

(44) Harpo say, What wrong with my mammy? — p.36, 1.9

(45) She pretty, he tell me. — p.37,1.13

(46) She not quite as tall as Harpo .... — p.38, 1.4

(47) When you free, me and the baby be waiting, — p.38. 1.38

BAEETITEELZDIYE. BEO be PMEHINLLEDN TS,
(48) 1be good to them. — p.37, 1.3
(49) Bub be out all times of night drinking .... — ib., 1.9

LA2L. (50) (51) &, —HHREZRDL TV,
(50) 1know right then the next thing I hear, she be big. — p.37, 1.17
(51) But Harpo be in the outhouse ... — p.39, 1.11

TAY AT, BARFEOEFEED ‘be’ PAROBERITEN SN T, BERLHELO—RFIR
BIZHIAMH SN D, EEDR TV A, &b, FED be’ 25 (52) DL, KREKERDTD
LN BB ST B
(52) When you free, me and the baby be waiting. — p.38, 1.38
‘be waiting’ 1 ‘will be waiting” Z Fb L T\ 5%,
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I HABEZT R D I LA FICHTFE T, XUR LA L TH 02 5RA0 L0 E1%
DHHICEKINS, EEbhTWa,
(53) Mr.__ won’tlet us marry. Say I'm not good enough .... — p.37,1.20
(54) Ready to live in the street I guess. — p.38, .31

M E TIEAMRRBF O FFHE, —RICHIAEIIFEN S, HL. BHIBRZZDN us D EHA
HEiZowTid, BAOPIZSREMERLE L OHEN V5,

(55) Sometime us can git away from her dady. — p.37, 1.15

(56) When you free, me and the baby be waiting. — p.38, 1.38

(57) Him and his daddy sit there .... — p.39, 1.9

M E Tk, BT ‘your ‘their ‘his” Db D IZEIE D ‘you’ ‘they’ ‘he’ T 5 Z &A%\,
HL, ‘my b DI, meZEHT2 I L%,

(58) They cry like they mama just die. — p.36, 1.20

(59) They daddy puff on his pipe. — p.37,1.10

7 F A Fpp.36-39DHITIL, ‘they’ D 2 BI7ZIFTH - 72,

/o, SNICHETLZDOTHS ) B AMEMFPTIE, BFOTARKIZ, s % < ORELTW
BHI% v, HL, 2Nk, BEMEIEZ SN,

(60) Harpo girl daddy say Harpo not good enough for her. — p.36, 1.2

(61) Patting Harpo back not even like patting a dog. — p.37, 1.4

(62) Sofia face git more ruddy. — p.38,1.25

60) &, [N—FRDOPDEILD| DEW,

M S TlE, SABRBEEIC ‘youall’ R ‘yall” 2 L2 i 5 Z & 03% s
(63) Where yall gon stay? — p.37, 1.23

A E T, ‘s ‘was’ 5T RTHOABTHEDN S,
(64) Everybody say how good I is to Mr. children. — p.37,1.3

F72, ‘don’t DEAMHE D H S, HL, BfE. 72 HEFFEOLEEETIE, HIRHHF IR Z <
JA K =L L T 5,
(65) He don’t answer the question. — p.38, 1.8

HilZNettie D FROHOHBI (7) THM L, SEREISFLET %o
(66) Anyhow, they don’t love me neither .... — p.37,1.7

(67) She can’t git out the house no other way .... —ib., .19

(68) But he don’t say nothing. — p.38, 1.38

T2 B (1984) AEb 2L, BAKF LTS, ‘done pp’ DHBISHFEET 5,
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(69) He say, Look like you done got yourself in trouble. — p.38, 1.8

Uk, 7% 2 bpp36-39Il o5, MEHE. BAFEEOW L OP LG L7 Celied FHid
AIICZEF 72 NettieD T & I IRAYIZ, Celie HH DB EOHIZDH ., T N%TéA%@mﬁm
FiZd, MR RBAEEDNSL {HFFET %o Celie. Nettiee, TNENDEDL ) DAYWOHEDFED
TN THL, Z LT ENFNOFTHKOPT OB AWML LSS ¢, K/FF3Es2 LIL-
T HEOE\, Celiek AHD AW, #FEDD % Nettie & PO AWIZ, TRILVT —<IZDOWTEE
-H:é’?:“(\ WalkerldfEMIZAERE 52 T b, HEOBENALOHE, BEODD N4, RHOH
FAn, LliL727 <25 E0E5 52 MBICLVBVWEREL G252 L1245,

ST AEmERE. BlIBRAXHI BEVT—<E2E0AGD, FEALE—FHETHET
MR E L 5> TVDBLS, TOMR, BHEOTHMLAI AN EITRL > TS, UL, EEFEG]
A/ LTHS) OZHTH S, BHEOFRLIIBWTIE, FROFEEFTRRVEZEDOSENS
WEZHFHETAHZ LRV THA I Ll THETHERTEZ L I T, Celiew Nettiek 9 F
MOETEEF05, HBL-MEFEEEMNTL L), HEFEZMEA L2 ERIC L ) BI%EKRE S
RBTETR D, W, EEFEOMEANL VDS, BED HNettieD OB TIE, HEWN, 28l
W8z 5 2 2 MEFEMEA S Tnba 2l bdHh b,

(70) T asked Samuel if he would visit you .... — p.121, 1.7

SHIC, HEOFMHILTIED D H% T L7205 Nettie®d FAEOHIZ, 5 =FH ORI EE D (represented
speech) F THIET %o

(71) Well, she rattled on, through endless dinners, because the captain assigned us permanently to the same

table. It seems the notion of becoming a massionary struck her one evening she was getting ready for yet

another tedious date, and lay in the tub thinking a convent would be better than the castle in which shi

lived. She could think, she could write. She could be her own boss. But wait. As a nun she would not be

her own boss. God would be boss. The virgin mother. The mother superior. Etc. Etc. Ah, but a

missionary! Far off in the wilds of India, alone! It seemde like bliss. — pp.204

NettiedS4 ) Y A6 A FY ZAOMKTHY B o7, BALMEE RO RO % <. lf‘?f’)@
5, [HigomL] WO THb, A F)AOKREEHIOANLED. LS04I
B, NS TIREME L2235, GHICES) LT 5ICEs7, /L\E'szﬁﬁ‘?mﬁ‘ﬂfb‘é 11:
ER DN & BEGE L FAEL ARERHIZZEZ SN Twa 2 L, e XOBRAERR LI
BUILLELFAKTHY, Wb® b, #ilEELIFIEN S, —MIZ, ZORBITEIC XL 2 0BHE I,
EHGHE T E O S 3R 0AS MR L ) 3R E IEREE S 2 5,
O L) BB R CETEZ SIS, 2oy SDTFRIEALTWwSZ S, RAMEmDILFE L
DFHliZ DTV D RO L H IR %,
WHAE, CelieDFHOHIZH . Hemingway D SUKIZE 72D DM S D IF RSN TS,
(72) Harpo be trouble with nightmares. He see his mama running cross the pasture trying to git home. Mr.
_____, the man they say her boyfriend, catch up with her. She got Harpo by the hand. They both running

and running. He grab hold of her shoulder, say, You can’t quit me now. You mine. She say, No I ain’t. My
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place is with my children. He say, Whore, you ain’t got no place. He shoot her in the stomach. She fall
down. The man run. Harpo grab her in his arms, put her head in his lap. — p.36, 11.11-18
HarpoDZ O T, HarpoDF %2 5| ZHEIF TV L BB, ZOBAPE VD E, S0 HFWVIILD, &
A2 HarpoD BB O ME I insi 2 B3 58 A, BN, AT, HarpodSEEBlZ 8 X LiF 5, FREL
s, BERNEIS, FWICT, %4 SHiirNTw b,

(73) LFEFEGHITDH Y. JEFFHEEFEIM D 72CelieDFHIZD . RIHHHEZR L S5,
(73) Harpo never git up from his chair. Him and his daddy sit there and sit there and sit there. They never
talk. They never move. Finally I have supper and go to bed. I git up in the morning it feel like they still
sitting there. But Harpo be in the outhouse, Mr.  be shaving. — p.39, 11.8-12
KADENSofiad’ L HFK o 7%, 1FIFAL L TWAHarpokMr. DD AAK, KWEE AR
5, Celield T/ BEEZ AR RIZOL, BPHEEZEE3&, (FEIHIDH) Harpold P A LT, Mr
 EEREHoTWA, BV I EAHA LHANTY S,
(74) ®Hemingway D The Sun Also Rises DI & N7 30k & K S 72w,

(74) 1 went back upstairs and from the open window watched Brett walking up the street to the big limousine
drawn up to the curb under the arc-light. She got in and it started off. I turned around. On the table was
an empty glass and a glass half-full of brandy and soda. I took them both out to the kitchen and poured
half-full glass down the sink. I turned off the gas in the dining-room, kicked off my slippers sitting on the
bed, and got into bed.

P

* ARRIE, HARFEHEEESEIQMMER RS THEER L-NBEETOMEBELZ L, $&9
72bDThb,

* RSB RFAHEZONIRHEIR, OB RFHIZERKRICIE, BELZEDS 2 Wiz nwiz, KL
72\,

1) 4 PVvOPurple’id. TAVIBAEZEDLTCWLEEDLNL, BHMEEOLDIZT 7 A
(23 o 72Nettie*Celiel 258 T2 THROP T, — KW BT AV ABANONV = THDHT 7 HBEAN
ZOWTHio TWwde 77U HICEWTHL ZWEOPHKONPT, 77V AORAONOEE
‘shining blueblack’ (Washington Square Press RO 7 F X b Dp.131) L F->TWwb, ZL T, T X
VADEAD, RYBICENJLoOBE S IR, HFATHEI SESZ L WH T & ECeliell ki L THED
OTWV5, 2F), BATHAHILIZHEDZD->TWREGA, mbELVILOMIZ, EHE60E
Wk [ OFEIBICAS TH] THHI LN, 7FAMDLHEANNS, Nettield. 77U H
TOEHMGE IS HH, TOMEME LT, TAVAWEEHOA > 74 7 VICEHBAEE %2 L
TV EPFBROENT WS, (FFAIpA21) TAVAAL Y TATV=RATATT AN
OPLofix, —#EiCTred’ & S, 51T ‘redpeople’ EELN TS, Furm Bk L7254,
TAYHIE Z5F8, [K] OANAOELTE VW) ZLIZhD, 22 [F] 0779 ABRAN
A, S, T8R] o7 2V HIBANEL D, 4 NIVD ‘The Color Purple’ (37 A V) 1B DM
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3)

4)
5)

6)
7)

8)
9)
10)
11)
12)

13)

14)
15)

16)
17)

18)

19)
20)
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HMEZELEEZ 2B RILAZLIICHEZ 5, XHEKRFBamfordBdZI2 & Y 21X, ‘The Color
Purple’ 1%, ‘The Purple Color’ % ‘The Purple’ £ ) &, MO L OFME TR I L L VWEI TH
5o

[71F—=r8=7 0] BRIETR (1986),

Celie. Nettie& 2ZGEX D &AM O [FIE] 2324 V7 —< & &N, Nettied 7 71 # TORK
B L33 ALANON TR, BLED S Tl DMHPEMRIERTH S I EPBRBETE R,
T (2003) 0

Celie A LML LTOMAMICHED, B35, ZRNEFTOML * Lw) RIIHT SRl
DALTTAS Albert” 1IZED S

TEXLHRFEHIZORIHEIN, CHEREFEFEBMOEAANRK L LI 2 W iz72nwiz,
WFAOHGE L2 572010, HEREZOLOXMEICGENICEKDL T LENEETH 5,
Gleason (1961),

McConnell (1993) o

Darleneld, Celie?MLFH % FfroTD B o TV AL D, NHECelied HASETH %,

I (1984) Tid, HHISEGEELCRONHETH D, SHTHUAF) ZOKWOTF D, & &
nTwb,

i, BAREZIGEEE LT WH (1997) IZZFohTwa [FEROTEFHEofigit] &
b ILET 5,

Williamson (1971) Tld, ZABEEOFEFE I dont 2T HDIE, o THHF IS L INT
W7z, S HTIE, i - HE IR RIEEhTws, L LTwa,

‘like’ A% ‘as’ ‘as if” DEHROEHE & LTHLNTWE, FIIMBHENTESL LOLWSEEVWER
BRENTWDS BRI —BAL L2 OEEHE L B 2 5. TEMNITIEZ B> T b, HEH (1984) 6
Mt L CNettieZz 50500 Ho 724 Y X Lkt oL EEHMOSLE,

It (1984) Tid, BT ED32ORE 2FMRE LT, A4 F ) A%HE, BAKHE 74V~
FEFEZ BT T L, BROZ &, BAKEGELHEHBASILBET LH52H 5,

BHetal (1997)0

Gleason (1961) Tl 51T, Pt 2 W I EIPERO AN 413, 13 A EFHEEFREZ M L.
FAFHESGETH 5, BARERTIHSE 3. BHRLGBETELVRY, THEERICESNS, &
VI XD BAREPEANN S, Ll BEEASIZOWTIE, [FIC, CEmCE LT &
Wy GE) BPRETHAIH,

ZHUE. Walkerd)', MEEFETDH % CelieD BRI, HHED HNettieD B Z WHEIC S 2 2 & 2 EM L
TAERTHA 0 o

ZNENORBHIZOWTORBIE, B (1984) 2SI L7,

A (1991

2 2 XM

Dillard, J. L. © A History of American English, Longman, 1992.
BEIAE= . 720 2B FE o] =154, 1984,
N L [REET2 S R SUR] THt A e R AR R R R 27 ). AMFBE. 1990.
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