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On Copyright (2)

Hiroshi Tomoyasu

Abstract

This paper is composed of two parts. In partl, the relationship between copyright and the evolution of
communication media, the 1970 copyright law, and recent trends in copyright law are analyzed. This part
consists of 6 sections. Sections 1 to 4 already appeared in “Information and Communication Studies” No. 30,
(February 2004). In Section 5, the relationship between literacy and copyright is analyzed using the theory of W.
J. Ong, and in Section 6 the negative assertion to copyright is examined in the context of Japanese history and
culture.

In part 2, the relationship between the law on intellectual property enacted in 2002 and copyright is
examined, and some problems with the law, especially its effects on copyright and Japanese culture, are
analyzed. In Sectionl, the relationship between copyright and industrial property right is examined, and the
difference of the purpose of the two rights is analyzed. Industry property right has an important purpose that is
different from copyright; it is to contribute to industrial development. In Section 2, the purpose of the law on
intellectual property and the keynotes of the law are examined. The purpose is to utilize intellectual property to
reconstruct the Japanese economy. The keynotes consist of balanced development of the national economy,
creation of culture, industrial development, and the strengthening of competitive power in world markets. In
regard to copyright, the law intends to strengthen only specific areas, such as animation, and video game

software. That will distort Japanese culture and ethos, and retard economic recovery in Japan.
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