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Motivating Students at Bunkyo University by Making English Real
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Abstract
In this bilingual article, we describe an English class that motivates students and
helps them develop confidence and basic speaking ability. This class is contrasted with
conventional English classes in terms of purpose, method, content, class material and
the role of the teacher.
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When the Joho Gakubu was writing its new English curriculum, it asked for classes that would
help students be able to speak English. The full- and part-time English teachers had different views
about this request. Some believed that grammar and translation classes were a necessary part of build-
ing students’ English skills. Another view was that we needed conversation classes: ones taught by
native speaking teachers using typical imported textbooks with their listening quizzes and model
dialogs.
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But it was also said that a lot of our students didn’t want to study English, which would make it
impossible to achieve our goal no matter what we classes we offered. Motivation, then, was a basic
problem. We therefore decided to add to the curriculum a speaking class which had motivating stu-
dents as its main aim, and with a secondary aim of developing students’ basic speaking ability. This
article describes that class which is called Kiso Eigo Hyogen. It also describes the textbook we wrote
for the class, called “Say What You Like.”
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Purpose of the class 77 ZDHEK

The purpose of most English classes is to give knowledge of English to students. The purpose of
Kiso Eigo Hyogen is different. Instead of giving knowledge or information, the class helps students to
get used to English, and feel English is enjoyable, useful and easy.
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In most English classes, students feel English is a school subject to be mastered. In Kiso Eigo
Hyogen, however, students experience English as a living language—as a way to communicate their
thoughts and feelings.
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Method of the class ##&%i%

To feel that English is a living language, students must express themselves in English. To develop
skill in using English, students need practice. Most of the class is therefore students talking in English
to each other. They sit with a different partner each class so they can realistically use the same English
each class to build their confidence and automaticity. There are a lot of different and short speaking
chances, so the students are always busy doing something fresh.
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The teacher’s role HETD&E]

Because the students spend most of the class practicing, the teacher's role is like a coach who tells
the students what to do and how to do it, then stands back, watches them practice, and coaches them
as necessary to do it better.

The coach must be patient and not destroy a student's confidence by correcting every error. The
coach decides which important corrections or information students need to lift them to the next level
of skill.
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Content of the class 7 7 ZADAR

In class, the students talk about the same things that they talk about in their own lives so English
feels like their own language. To help the students to relax and show their real selves in class, We try to
make the class as much like real life as possible. For example, students sit facing each other, not the
teacher.
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Class material ##4

Students have a textbook (“playbook™), as a guide for conversation practice. Usual textbooks pre-
sent an English world full of characters and situations. The Kiso Eigo Hyogen playbook (called “Say
What You Like”) is different: it gives just enough information and guidance for students to be able to
actually use English to talk about themselves in their own world. Here are sample pages from “Say
What You Like.”
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How are you?
L Great, thanks. // Fine, thanks. — How about you?
L Not so good.
L I'm sorry. —How come? —— Because . . . .

Where are you from?
LI'm from (Shizuoka). — How about you?
Where in (Shizuoka) are you from?
LI'm from (Hamamatsu).
Do you know Hamamatsu ?
LYes, I do. / Kind of. // No, I don’t.
(Hamamatsu) is famous for (unagi).
Have you ever been to (Hamamatsu)? “Yes, I have. // Kind of.//No, I haven’t.

Where do you live?

L1 live in (Chigasaki). —How about you?
Where in (Chigasaki) do you live?

L1live in (Amanuma).

Do you live alone or with your family?
L1 live alone. // I live with my family. —How about you?
Do you like where you live?
LYes, I do. // Kind of. // No, I don't. =— How come? —— Because. . ..

How do you usually come to school?
L] usually come to school by (train and bus). = How about you?

How long does it take you to come to school?
L1t usually takes me about (30) minutes. —How about you?

How many people are there in your family?
LThere are (5) people. My mother, my grandmother, my older sister, my younger brother, and me.
How old is your (older sister)?
LShe’s (24) years old.
What does your (older sister)do ?
LShe (works in an office).
Do you get along with your (mother) ?
LYes, I do. // Kind of. // Not really. —— How come? —— Because . . . .
Do you look like your mother or father?
L1 think I look like my (father).
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Do you belong to any circles or clubs?
LYes, I do. I belong to (Beat Generation).
LHow is it? — Great, thanks. // Fine, thanks. // Not so good.
LHow many people are there in your circle?
LThere are about (40) people.

LNo, Idon’t. ——How come? —— Because.. ...

The English of “Say What You Like” is basic and mostly already familiar to students from their
junior high and high school English classes, but the students have almost no idea how to actually use
the language to communicate. The class purpose (for students to feel that English is enjoyable, useful
and easy) is achieved by guiding students to talk in English about what they usually talk about. This is
possible because the language and topics in “Say What You Like” are the very things that students ask
each other in their own lives.
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Conclusion X & &

After a year of once-a-week Kiso Eigo Hyogen classes, most students have practiced English for
perhaps 30 hours. They haven't developed much English skill in this short time. But they usually feel
that English is not their enemy; that it is as useful as their own language; and as easy as their own lan-
guage. The smiles of the students during the class can tell us that the purpose of the class is being
achieved.
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