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Expressions Indicating Assurance and Confirmation
— A Comparative Study of English and Japanese —

Yasuo Murayama

Murayama (1998 a, b) argues that the Japanese sentence-final particle “yo” indicates assurance
of the judgment, whereas “ne” indicates confirmation. By using “yo”, in “sente-hatsugen” the speaker asks
the hearer to become assured of the speaker’s judgment, while in “ukete-hatsugen” the speaker becomes
assured of the hearer’s or his own judgment. By using “ne”, in “sente-hatsugen” the speaker asks the hearer
to confirm the speaker's judgment, while in "ukete-hatsgen” the speaker confirms the hearer's or his own
judgment.

This paper compares the uses of these Japanese sentence-final particles with corresponding
English expressidns. For example, “yo” corresponds to “I'm telling you”, while “ne” corresponds to a tag-
question. In the course of the discussion it will be shown that in the tetritory belonging to the hearer in
“sente-hatsugen” and belonging to the speaker in “ukete-hatsugen” and in the territory belonging to a third
party, Japanese and English expressions are used in the same way but that in the territory belonging to both
the speaker and the hearer they behave somewhat differently. In this territory, in Japanese the common
experience of the speaker and the hearer is important, whereas in English the content of the judgment seems

to determine the choice of assurance or confirmation.

0. FF&R

il (1998 a, b) WWHARGEOKGE (L] & [h] ofEL [EFRS] [ZFUFRS] o
FCEREL, [X] 3HEEL. [h] 3HRERITILEeRL _

FRTIRINS OARFBOREFAIML T 2 L EZ LN TV EEFOERBASHEFORE
ERICEIICFELNLIO»PZEBEL, BARFORSLEET S, 3. 1 ETLEONLICET
DIBEEEMAZ, 2ETERBORBAEYBEL, 3FTH - ZEFEOHEOLEETT)

1. BRED [&] & b @il (1998 a, b) DEHE)
Al (1998a,b) 1%, [&] i3 [RFRE| CERFLFVELSOHMOEEZH ETIRD. [%

FFHERE] TRREFHLVRESOHB*ASVREL, 5 TRl & TRFHE] TEFEL
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FHREGOHAMOBREMEFITRD., [ZUFES] TRHEZFH2VIIESFOHE 2 HS T
BETHI LR, HZUTOZ00HRICHTAZ LICEo TR L, 1) [BFRS] TIIH
EFOEE, 20RED [ZFIFRE] CEESOEE., 2) [EFHES]. [FUFERE] &£, #F
LF, BEFick@osEsE, 3) 2o UAoEEBTH 5,

1.1. [RFRE] =HEFOHEEK. [RUFRKE] =B LF0ESE

COEBMTIE., [RBFHEE] CEELFIHEFOEBICET A EHMICET 5 Bo 0B
LT, MEFIHE. AT RD L, FRICEZ S [ZUFRE] CRELFEEFOEBICET
AHIEBICET 2 HBMOME, MELHSTITO I LICh b, ZOFEBIZ 1) 4. BELr L E
CTHEELE. 2) MR CERTHEBL ICESEINS,

1.1.1. B9, B
[EFHE] THELFVHEFOIGHICHETIHNEZ, [ZIFES] CREFOHHFICET
LYW EE, HRT 201, [L], [R] 2 2L TE 20 E) PBET 5,

(1) TRFHS] *BEIKRFELL
BIIRZEEER?

[EFHES] Tl [X] BEXLV, ZOBE0 [(BiE) KBEAEZ] L) BHRIZFEFO
FBICBT230%0T, FHLFRESOHEE TR 2 VHETFICBETAHERICHET 5 B OH K
PETHILHMEFUUHELROAL, I hbbHEFICEFOHBNIELWEERT LI LIET
Ehv, s, [l IHEFICETABRICELTCOEBSOHBSIELW L OMEEZF0Y
HETHLIMEFIIRODDLDOT, ) 2L TE 5,

Tit, (1) ST 2E8FTHS [ZUFFRE] TlREIESI,

(2) [ZIFERE] YA, ZHEX/IVR, BHFH &
* 9 Ay FIAPRIENR, AT h

BT EELTFEHCET AHEBOBHRTH Y, BHP—F LMo TnwbILTHID DL, HE
FOHEPIELPELL 2WPHET S I EHFTE 5, Eﬁ‘@%’ﬁ’i’%ﬂfo&v‘c‘:\ﬂ?@ FHH»L
Vo ROBIBZEDZ EZTRT,

(3)  [&F] B, KEEER?
[ZUTF] xR, LG50 ) A

HOOBSOESEYHSTHRTAZ LRBALVOT, [l 32 2w,

(4)  [5&F1 B, KRFEELR?
[ZRUF] x2—-t brk, FoT KRR 2z, BIrZI>TTAR



112 8Lh E ' ,
[FHE] CEABELTFFHEFOMEICE T 2HMIH L CHEFICHE, B2k 5,

(5) T[%F| *xE. DOHVEWIRZ S &
B DOBVEYPRZ AA?

BrogERMk BLFEREFONRLRET L ILETELVOT, [L] BEX LV, fi
. BEFOMEICETAESOHAKMMPIE LW L OBRIIROLIEIEZTELDOT [l »ME
25,

T, ZORETH S [ZUTRE] TREI D, FLTFREETIfTo-BH5OHEIZET
BHWICER B IR D,

(6) TH&F]I HA.R2BL/vwe, Rxkwvik
A, Rxbhiwe, Rzivh

COBECEBEFICHTA2HMOGELIIRLY., [L] df#I T ENTEL, 2SI P
BAOHAECEFE LFRIESTOESRHETALER LW, HIEOHAIEFAZIE (6) O
A, BEDEBEDOHEAICRIEAZFOHAVENS LELDPERZILN, ZRPHEFOE TS
B ROPBEN P, bI—EBRLIERIVEITHLLEGh->TBETHE, DFD.,
Bl —BETo T, ZOREDHMZHRLHETH 5,

(7 [RTF] dhdi? brolfFoThR? BIOIIL b, dhilh
A BOEILBIVEIPICAZ LA

BEDEEDOEHEDS, HAOHKR (L] 2MH) 2 L1lkb, HEFroMbRTEOEYE RO
FEIELAR, ENHLEBDPRREV, EHICH ) —EEIPOTOIRRZWVEWV) LT
b5, :

BOPOENDPHEIFOFToTWIEMTH S LEETE LA, [&] b2,

8) [RUF]HA, <R2BL HOEWESLH?

DTofld [ZF5ES] < [l [X] FIE) & TEE0, EREFLLIICEDE
WHRBAI NS, ‘ K

9) [%F] FB. ZZIEATHEILLRS?
[ZFFE] 9 A 1002 X
Y —hA, broktBFoTh F57h PRINIEICELA

IhFTORE [ZIFERE] CREXFOHMICH LE LERZOHBOMEE. HR%E L7225
LEOFITIIEFE LFIIHEFOEMICH L TESEFOHBZHE., MEEE L TWwh LWV HEN

—125—



DBHLHN, CNETORFEK BLFIEEI STHED (L] 26, BE SZVEEICE
HERRD [1a] 245,

CITHERLZFARIEL W &id, BLFEIHMEMHET S L) Z L, FLFEE
FORMICH L TELTHLHBE2 TTOTELRL, LVBATEI—EAN*TL, 2082
DHBHIE LW L 2 HERTHEN) T & THE, ITRTEUTFOLI A2,

[ZFFERS | 2B 5 HELE 085

%ﬁ%?fbx%@ HEESE BE®D HE | — TX]
HIBrHE LR O B 430 e BELL R —» [
AT liayaj
X1

Sk (1993) & (9) @ [l FEbNBH, BLUKOBIZERL. 5LFEITS 0EHEEE
FLELTAHEIE TR AMEbRS EHIL T2, (10) OPITREMZHET2 2058
BHLETHBHD LB TV D,

(10) [5%&F] 4. frcEs?
[ZTF] 228, TR

f75. Maynard (1993) U TOEEDOFIZ BT, [L] OFFERTH L EFHBELTWD,

(11) [5&F] 4. 82
[ZITF] sEZX
?5 K72
FEDICHIE, (10) OBITIE (4] 25, #F (11) itk [X] SEATHLEBbhs, L
L HCHEHZEZ TRADICIOEVZEZCH B D5 ) D RICEKOBEIIHES &, (11)
DEH) TEERTEVECEB 2 bR /2541013 CRHEEZ A0, WETERZ &) E
BRVECHELRBLEVIBRLEZ LTS, _

INLTODFDE N, TNFTHRNTERZEI T, [R] FHBORE. (L] IRELSE
TEERDLIECHIATES, WETIE [EFRE] © [ TTH 2] L) TEESELA
TWo, T01D, [RIFHS] THLFRMEFOEMICTIEI., T4bbIERIIELZ LS &
LTHEAD Vo AT LR [TBTHS] L)L D) —ERECS 2 VAR L2b 0L R
bis, M7, BEOHEICE, TERTLRWETER SN0, [5 B2 2w BHiEs
BIUNERELZVERL ol E R NS, Maynard 12 (11) T [R] BRERZDIL.
[R] BHEFLO [RRERE] 28T OF20REALOT, ZOBEABRLEHO LS #1E
HERDDLLDBEL LTI [EREERAIEIHL] 0 (L] b s ORERZELS &
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LTWd,

1.2 BUF LHEFHEORSE
COFB T [EFHEL [RUTFHES] &, FHLF HETFRAORBICE S 2HH|E 25,

(12) [5%F] *SHIIVweREL &
HSHIEVVERRTZR?

HLFE HEFIRALRRECOTHUEEEZ L TWAEDTHEH9 5, SELFOHMICIIFHEFO
FMICBT AL ET NG, BLTFRMATHABETFIBTAZ L 2EET A, ZDBEH
EFY [WOREKZ] LHWLTWwAELERTHILIZTELRVOT, [&] BHE2ZZWV, [h]
THAOHEPHEFLRUTHLAPHEEREZRDLILIITES,

(13) [ZIF] %9 A, FHIRI/R, FILeh0E
) Ay FATFRIIVR, FH Lelhknia

[ZUFRE] CRECOEFOHE IS, [RFREE] OBEAAK. BEXFLOLBEOHK L &
0T, FLFEMETFORRLRIFPLLVOTHRET LI ERTELRVSS [X] 35 =
ERTER, M. BEOBEICIFELFEIMEFOHM2EEL, B5EZ D HHEFLaw
LESTVADT, MAFLRELLHN. +4bbBEAFLIBLEVES—ADOHEE 25
DT, BHOHBEHETE 20T [L] 25 2 LA TE2,

INEFTOEHTE [RIFRE] T [hl 2 o786, BEFB L CESOHICRY
BENLRDo2DT, 550 TEDOHIZHELT [l o208, & OXEDEET
BEIVIBATIEIR, BRI TR REHEFOIF o TS HETZEENTE LW T [
B LEZLRD,

CUTORLRLLD KHBETE 2,

(14) [4hF] *45FRIBTERLE
SHIZ X CBWTERR?
[ZF] %9 A, 2P0, BEIZFITLRVE
Sh. F3FR () v, BiEFSTLREVA

1.3. ERSOSEE EELF. HEFLUSACET 285E)
COFRIOVTE [EFHRE]L [RUFRE]I WHCBCT, [X] b [h] 865 e
T& 5%,

(15)  [5EF] HFIKRFEELX
HA I REEER?

[ZFFE] DA, FIPIR, FH L0

I Ay FHERNNR, T Lelnh
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HOBNICW A3 BEOEBICE T 2BHICET 2 H TR, [A£FES] CERELENESOH
MICEEXS 2B CEEEFICTL] 2, 29 THRVWEAIKIE Th] 2o THEL RO 2,
[ZUFHE] CEFLFRBAEFOHMPSE LY, FLLAWEW) BENSITFN 3 HE
LT T&) %2, ) TRAEEFLZVWHBAICEZFOHMZHELT (Rl 2145,

14. 58
INFTOBRLILEDT-OBUTOETH S,

| A

HEFoHEE | 55 | [£F] X 0
B4 D, [ZFFEI] O X
HMEFOEE | BE | [£F] X 0
H 5 D4BI% [ZiFFl| O 0
@ D EI [%F] X 0)
[ZFFl | X 0

LR o 4EIE; [5EF] 0] 0
(43F DER) [ZF]] O 0

*1

[&] 3 TEFRE] Tk, BLFEVESOHUNICH T 2HEXF~OREL KDL, T4hbbH
FOHMHPELVWEFRTLEBE2TE20T, MEFOEE, BIUOHEFOERDESOIED
FIIEER T, FALDANOFRICLAED 2D TELRV, [ZUFERS| TIRASTHE
THELXTADOTESOEEE L UEIBEOERTHES

[l & [EFRES] Tk, BOOHWOE L XOBELMEFIRkOI0T, BEF, 8,
BIUEIBLTRNTOERTH) S L H5TE D, [RUIFHRE| CRASTHN *#ET 20T,
B OEBD B FUNO TR TOEETHEDLN S,

2. KEDOHE. BRERTRALR

ZOETIR, BERED (L], Th] CH%T A LE22 0N TVAEEOREBRS LD LS 1C
EbNDPHREFEOREE & B L 2o B(ET 2,

—RREIE [ &) ST 2 EFEORBEFRIE “Im telling you (...)”. “Youknow (...) 27 % & .
5 [ EAMmEER (G0, »5wvid “(.) right?” THILENTWLEE L Lid b,
INLOFRBT [EFHE] ClELIEY, [FUFRS] CdEbhiv,
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. [RFRE| = HZFOHEE. [RUFHRE]| =FHLFOHEE
%h“ﬂi\ COEBICET ABHICK T 2 HE. HERORFRALBLRFOFALH LA LA
THELLS, NP L0BHTIIHELETERL “I'm telling you” .. #ERE R T ERHA % Mgk
M0 &35,

21.1. &5, BX
TP, [RFHE] POLATAHL ),

(16) [4F] *I'mtelling you you are a student.
You are a student, aren't you?

[EFHE] TREEFBORAFEK. [L] 1CHE T 52EIER “Tm telling you” 139 Z & i'C
&9, HAREO [l CHLT2 L BbN2HEFICHB 22T 2 RFEOMINLER % £
PTE 5,

TIRED [ZIFHEE] TREILLH D,

(17)  [=FF] Yes;Iam.

*Let me see. Oh, yes, I am.

BOOLIIEARED [L] CHYETIHERZEATZLTHELEZ LN OXEERIIELNS
A, —HAERED [l CHSETLEbRE, FLESRWEET R, ZOBTHM 2R
5 EVI2FHOERBARRIMEbh v

COEBTREEOHBEICOHLFELRL, T§4bb [EFRS] CHELFIEEFOFS
DHER/ERDLZLIITEY, HRELRD, [ZFFRS] fiﬁﬁ@%i&&@ﬂiﬁ; w3, W
EERD

212. HREBE
ETNTRHMPHEEZRTEEEEITAH L),

(18) [4F| *I'm telling you you can see a white building over there.
"~ You can see a white building over there, can't you?
[S1FF] Yes,Ican.
Let me see. I will try to look at it again. Oh, yes, I can.

ZOEBOGED HAEOHERME, [EFRS] TREEZFONELZHECERVOTHIAL,
[ZTFERS] CRESOHBZHE, BETLILNTE S,
HAZEDOH (9) Mﬁéwmt% THRILIENER B,

(19) [%%F]  How long have you been living here?
[%V}3F] Ten years. I'm certain.
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Let me see. Oh, ten years.

22 FEUF EHZFOHEOHESR
KFROVIZEBELTH LD,

(20) [4F] *I'm telling you it's fine weather.
It's fine weather, isn't it?
[ F] Yes,itis.
*Let me see. Oh, yes, it is.

[BFHRE] CHHARFBOBELA L TH S, HBOFERLOTHELRDL I LIZTE 2\,
Ll [RUFHRE] CHIOBERTIIARFORESLITRELY ., “Yes, it is.” L\ FEE ICH
LYLRPRME) S LHTED, (12) — (14) TRALI T, BAFEOBAICIHELF M
FhoP0 [BHEIH)HET25, BYZ5HMT5759 2] LAY ROOLNEE, #
DHWOWNFIZ b o THEOHM TH L LEAMED L] 3fEbi\v, LI A, EET
EIRIFRS] cid, FLFEHEFL SHUMOBEL RO O NHBE I, 2RAPES—A
TELWRELLZWHHEBITE2 50 THIEL, FRERBEL., FhiETERERL2MES &
ITHb, ZOBEE VVRRTH S| &) HEDSE Lk ESH2ORTICVWEDT
HrHo (BERNT) BEEZTLILNTES, 2B, HEICEKI T L2VOED 5 LR “let
mesee” &\ HAOOHM 2R T AERIIEbILA
TiE, 3)—20FERTHEI,

(21) [%F] *I'mtelling you we are tired.
*We are tired, aren't we?

COBAICS (20) FIBE, “I am telling you..” &\ EBIIE) T L3 TERV, L2575 B
SFIHER L RO L LEX S NAMIEM b Fb i v, ZOBAITIEED LTINS T &
BWDED ) e (20) OBACEFLFRIREOHMZEEFICROTVL, BIrCEHEFL
HKBOBERE LTVE07E0, BRTVWAINEHKRZESCET AL Tbh ., $-BEFIC
BEAZLTd RV, 22, [HHRBVWOREKZLHE LTV, EbEOHK LR LY
597] LEHSOHBOE L SOMELZRDOLIENTELLEIONS, (21) OBAIZIE
[BELELENTV2R?] LFHELFRESOHEBRICE T 2REZMAFICHRIL KD, $7-F
RICH X FOREOERLHFIIRKO TV S, BEVESII LI5S S RVRE O % 212
ROBZLBTELRV, T2, HODBEICOWTHSEHB IR ROL WS 2L bk b,
INOBZORBEAPFERZ L VERTELRVZS ) 0" (21) OB, [AFERE] LV T,
[ZTFRS] Ehv,

(200 & [ZUFFREL T/ 21) O [RFRES| OBE,S, EBEORE I OEBTIIE
LFECEEWICHI 2 HERE, R (RHERICRD. $20VIEESTTLILD) TELPHPE
BREHITHAS, FNIHL T, BRBOHSICIHONECh by 2 R UKERE LT
VB EWD ZENEEL L) TH D, ’ '
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2.3. ERUAOESE FELF. BIFUSET 55E)

ORI ARFEOR AR, EFETY [EFEE] [RUFHS] &, #E

AMfEbIS

(22) T4F] I'm telling you Tanaka is a college student.
Tanaka is a college student, aren't you?
[5213F] Yes, heis.

24. (&0

Let me see. Oh, yes, he is.

UTORIEEBEBBLEOINTITOERZLY T LD LDTH D,

. HERR DRI

[555] I'm telling you 3 imEeer

[521FF] $7 let me see
HMEFoHEE | &5 [5EF] X 0
B 45 D Wi [ZFF] 0 X
& FoHE |KE [ZFF] X 0
B4 DI (=T 0 0
B O HEAR GELF, & Fo|[E£F] X 0
EICEST) EE 0 X
WAL GELF. & Fo|[%£F] X X
HEIRICETS) r*‘;ﬁﬁ%ej - -
EEsto [+l 0 0
TEI, [ZiFF] 0 0

2

[EFHE] © “I'm telling you” IHXFOEE, BLUEBOBEBICIME) Z LTS RV,
[ZUFRERS] O ¢ BINTOERTHEDLNL, [EFHE] OHMERRHZBOFBOH KON
BEHFELF, HEFHHOBBICET AHE TR ZEFTERV, [ZITFRE] O “let me

see” WXHTDF5.

3. B - BEOEBOE LD

BLUOEBOFEROHBONESNEE LF. MSTFOEBIE L 2VWEE, ¥
b LEIEDOEBICE T A HE I EDNEV,

AREOMEZFET (K], BEZET [l &, ZhICHYT S L EbN L EFOEFRERX
T %"I'm telling you", TR Z B L., DT D L) 2BIETTbNiz,
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1) [BFHE] CTHBEFO, 20EETHS [ZHFERS] CHLFEOEB LA 2B4
Wik, HAGE, HFERBELRIRBALME) T L3 T, BRAL L2, tbh., [ZHERE
TH HAFE, EFE, 55 BREOWHTOBPACBVTHEETE 20, BICOVWTEESD
BEIETELVY, BREOBAICIEITE S, '

2) FELF BEFLBOEMTR. AREOBES [AFRE). [SUTRS] &, BEET
AT BERRL 2B, . EFETH [EFRE] CRHELERABEEZMED 2 LT TE RV,
HEONEDFE LFBLUVHEFOEBIBT AV D THABAICRARZOBE L ZRLY .
WREPSEbI LV, [ZITFRE] CRERBEOB SRR LATE 2D, KECIIE LERE
ATHEETEZNETHNIHRE L RTERARKXISEONL, BE. BEIAREOBESIIEE
DFERIZ, EFETIIHBONEIL, IELTWL LI TH 2,

3)  LRDSIOFERTIIHARE, EEL [FRE) [ZUERS] CRE. BRIASEDL
% '

p=

L 2O [%RFRS] 2 [%RF] LET,

2. ZOBIXCLIRE TRIFFHRE] * [Z0F] £ET, ,

3. Japanese: The Spoken Language Part 1 (p.33) , The Structure of the Japanese Language (p.5) %
=S,

4. (17) OBHTRT LI ICHFE T [FUFHS| CREAEO (L], (4] CEEHYY 2
FHRER B %o HERROBHEITIE “let me see” , “just a moment” D X 5 hEBHREES . E
DHEETI, LR L) hHBERTRAZED LV, 2VIEIOBROFATRS L5 % “I'm
certain"’z EOERFRIT LT LEZ LN,

5 BRFETY [BbENZRY ] LE21E, BOCRERLRUANT 225, BEEIOL
I RERRIEbNEV,

6. ZCOEZATIE (21) @ “I'm telling you we are tired.” AMEbIVDid, 3 LFIIE & Fi1c
MEFORBMIET S [ENZ] LI BREORESYRDS, T4bb [BIERLTHL] &
RY DI LETELRVDPLZLFHITE A5, “I'm telling you it's fine weather” 25> LCTfES &
ERTELRVPHATE 2, BLFOHWTH S [VWuRES] BFLE, BxFrb o0
BICETA2b0Th RV, Zhwz, 20) © [ZIFRS| CHLEFES—AT “Yes, it is.”
LHEETEEH I, [RFHRS] COMEPIHEL RO I LN TEDL I LICh 55, EE
KRTERV, TITEXADOLENOFEBAPLELROD» S LKV,

7. CDREFIEHEE L RT,

BEXR :

TR (1990) [TE#O%bIRY Hin] KistE)E

SK B (1993) [#BFES - 2] TAFEE] 2% 45 KsfmEs

ENZERERFFERT (1951) [BRFBOBT - BidiF—m: L £61] FHRHBK

B WAF (1987) [REFA—FLFLBEFORBOF Y v 7% I 0500 ER—| [HARE
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%] 6%10% WinEkt

WA MR (1971) THASGEKREE] WiHEK

FILEEHE (1998 a) [#BIE [&1 & [h] ofHE—ic [RUFHESICBT 5 HLEOB RS
b—] TEFEFSTFH 10 EEEFREIEEL]

(1998Db) [T4a] OREBE—HWAE OB S D] Proceedings of the Thirteenth
Annual Conference of the Southeast Association of Teachers of Japanese.

Jorden, Eleanor. H(1987) Japanese: The Spoken Language Part 1 Kodansha International Ltd.

Maynard, Senko. K (1993) Discourse Modality: Subjectivity, emotion and voice in the Japanese language
John Benjamins Publishing Company.

McGloin, Naomi. H (1989) A Students’ Guide to Japanese Grammar Taishukan Publishing Company.

Kuno, Susumu (1988) The Structure of the Japanese Language MIT Press.
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